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Tributyl tin compounds 

Note by the secretariat 
 

1. In line with article 5 of the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for 
Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, when the secretariat has received at 
least one notification from each of two prior informed consent (PIC) regions that contain the 
information required in Annex I to the Convention, it shall fo rward the notifications and accompanying 
documentation to the members of the Chemical Review Committee. The Committee shall review the 
information provided in such notifications and, in accordance with the criteria set out in Annex II, 
recommend to the Conference of the Parties whether the chemical in question should be included in 
Annex III and a decision guidance document drafted. 

2. The secretariat has received three notifications from two PIC regions that meet the information 
requirements of Annex I relating to tributyl tin compouns (Europe – European Community; and Asia – 
Japan and Republic of Korea).  Summaries of these notifications were included in PIC Circular XI, June 
2000; PIC Circular XVII, June 2003; and PIC Circular XX, for December 2004.  Since the publication 
of document UNEP/FAO/RC/CRC.1/27, the secretariat has verified a new notification from Japan, 
which replaces the previous notification.  The notification as received from Japan is annexed to the 
present note. 

                                                 
* UNEP/FAO/RC/CRC.1/1. 
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3. The notifications from Japan and the European Community were considered by the interim 
Chemical Review Committee at its fourth session.  The interim Chemical Review Committee concluded 
that: 

“the notification and supporting documentation from Japan did not include a risk evaluation 
under prevailing conditions in Japan. The task group had concluded that in the case of the 
notification from Japan there was insufficient evidence to show that the criteria in Annex II had 
been met. The task group concluded that the notification and supporting documentation from the 
European Community met the criteria for inclusion in the list of chemicals in the interim PIC 
procedure. 

 
“Taking into consideration the comments received from the task group, the Committee 

agreed that the notification on tributyl tin received from the European Community was complete 
and met the criteria for inclusion in the interim PIC procedure in the pesticides category but that 
since the notification from Japan did not meet the criteria there was only one complete 
notification for tributyl tin at this time. The Committee concluded that, pending the receipt of 
further notifications on tributyl tin from a PIC region other than Europe, tributyl tin could not be 
proposed for inclusion in the list of chemicals under the interim PIC procedure.”1 

 
4. Following receipt of the notification from the Republic of Korea, the secretariat has forwarded 
these notifications for review by the Chemical Review Committee. 

5. The supporting documentation provided by Japan and the European Community that was 
available to the interim Chemical Review Committee at its fourth session and the supporting 
documentation submitted by the Republic of Korea, where available, will be found in documents 
UNEP/FAO/RC/CRC.1/27/Add.1, Add.2 and Add.3, respectively. 

                                                 
1  Report of the interim Chemical Review Committee on the work of its fourth session 
(UNEP/FAO/PIC/ICRC/4/18, paras. 73 and 74). 
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