	
	[image: image1.png]



	

	
	Rotterdam Convention
	

	[image: image1.png]

	Secretariat of the Rotterdam Convention

International Environment House 1

11-13, chemin des Anémones

CH-1219 Châtelaine – Geneva

Switzerland


Secretariat of the Rotterdam Convention
page 3

Press Advisory

Governments gather to protect health and the environment from 

Hazardous chemicals

Geneva, 17 June 2011 – Governments officials, industry, NGOs and IGOs will meet in Geneva next week as the Parties to the Rotterdam Convention seek to protect human health and the environment from hazardous chemicals in international trade for certain hazardous chemicals in industry and agriculture.

The fifth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade will open on Monday, 20 June 2011.
Over 450 participants, representing more than 110 governments, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations are expected to attend the Conference, which will run through 24 June 2011.
Under the theme “Rotterdam COP5: PICturing Chemical Safety, PICturing Informed Decisions”, the conference will consider measures to strengthen implementation of the globe’s first line of defence for chemical safety.

The Rotterdam Convention entered into force in 2004. It built on the voluntary Prior Informed Consent, or PIC, procedure, initiated by UNEP and FAO in 1989, which gave way to the formalities of the Convention.  The Rotterdam Convention was adopted in 1998 and entered into force in 2004 and makes the PIC Procedure legally binding.

The conference will consider decisions on, adding chrysotile asbestos, endosulfan, alachlor and aldicarb to the Convention’s Annex III, triggering the exchange of information between Governments on permissible importation and use of these hazardous chemicals and pesticides. There are 40 other chemicals and severely hazardous pesticide formulations already listed in Annex III.
“Global exchange of information on hazardous chemicals and pesticides in trade has expanded steadily since the sun-setting of the voluntary PIC procedure in 2006.  Today we enjoy a greater degree of transparency and security in knowing about chemical imports and their proper management than ever before, through the sharing of information and control measures used by Rotterdam’s Parties,” said Jim Willis, Executive Secretary.

“We are particularly pleased about the active participation of developing countries and countries with economies in transition in the work of the Rotterdam Convention. They are increasingly taking over the responsibility to assess the risk attached to hazardous chemicals and severely hazardous pesticide formulations in order to improve the health of their population and the environment“, said Peter Kenmore, Co-Executive Secretary, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).
Endosulfan

The conference will consider proposals to include endosulfan as a pesticide in Annex III to the Convention as recommended by the Chemical Review Committee at its second and sixth meetings. 

The recommendations followed notifications of final regulatory action from Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, the European Community, the Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Mauritania, the Netherlands, the Niger, Senegal and Thailand.  
Endosulfan is an insecticide which has been used for over 50 years to effectively control several pests such as chewing, sucking and boring insects. Due to its severe adverse effects on health and environment, it is banned in at least 60 countries including the European Union, Australia and New Zealand, and other Asian and West African nations, and is being phased out in Brazil, China and the United States. However it is still used in many other countries on commercially important crops, such as coffee and tea.

Chrysotile asbestos

Chrysotile (serpentine forms of asbestos) is being proposed to be included in the PIC procedure as an industrial chemical. Its listing is based on the final regulatory actions to ban or severely restrict its use due to its impacts on health as notified by Australia, Chile and the European Union.

Also recommended for listing are the pesticides alachlor and aldicarb. 
Technical assistance

Parties at the fourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties requested the secretariat to focus on support to developing countries and countries with economies in transition to increase their capacity to undertake final regulatory actions on hazardous chemicals and to identify severely hazardous pesticide formulations (SHPF) being used under local conditions that may pose an unacceptable risk to workers, the public and the environment.  This conference will consider the proposals being presented by the secretariat, working closely with other international organizations, on industrial chemicals management and on projects in collaboration with the Food and Agriculture Organization regional offices for supporting countries to identify SHPF.   The results of pilot projects in Botswana and Jordan on establishing a sound framework for chemicals management will feed into the preparation of an interactive training toolbox being created by the Inter-organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals.  This toolbox will be available to countries at all levels of development of chemicals management.

Non-compliance 

The conference will consider non-compliance procedures and institutional mechanisms for determining non-compliance in line with the provisions of the Convention and for the treatment of parties found to be in non-compliance. The establishment of compliance procedures is something that is required to be established by the Conference of Parties as soon as practicable.  

Financial mechanisms 

The conference will also follow up on possible options for lasting and sustainable financial mechanisms.

Trade: Cooperation with the World Trade Organization
Parties will review progress on cooperation with the World Trade Organization (WTO) and follow up on the work of the Committee on Trade and Environment in Special Session (CTESS) and the Committee on Trade and Environment (CTE) between the Secretariat and the World Trade Organization.
Synergies among the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions

The conference is the second of three conferences of the parties scheduled in 2011 to consider synergies between the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions. Parties to the Stockholm Convention met earlier this year and adopted a decision addressing joint activities, joint managerial functions, joint services, synchronization of budget cycles, joint audits and review arrangements between the three global chemicals and waste agreements.  An identical decision will be considered by Rotterdam Convention’s parties at this meeting, and by the Basel Conventions parties at the latter instrument’s 10th Conference of the Parties, meeting in Cartegena, Colombia, in October.  
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