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Two main procedures

Export Notification 

• Exporters based in an EU Member State have to notify 
their intentions to export Annex I chemicals to a non-
EU country

Explicit Consent

• In addition to the notification requirement, certain 
exports are also subject to the existence of a valid 
explicit consent granted by the Designated National 
Authority (DNA) of the importing country.
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The Export Notification procedure
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Export Notification procedure

As defined by Article 12 of the Rotterdam Convention:

• Where a chemical that is banned or severely restricted by a
Party is exported from its territory, an export notification
shall be provided prior to the first export following adoption
of the corresponding final regulatory action. Thereafter, the
export notification shall be provided before the first export in
any calendar year

• The importing Party should acknowledge receipt of the first
export notification received after adoption of the final regulatory
action

➢ The EU is requesting an acknowledgement of receipt for any
subsequent export notification that is submitted for that chemical



• The acknowledgement of receipt (either via the completed form
or via simple reply to ECHA’s original email) should be sent back
to ECHA within 30 days

➢ If this is not acknowledged, ECHA sends the export
notification for a second time

EU Export Notification procedure

2. Acknowledgment of receipt 

Importing 
country

1. Export Notification               



Export Notification form



EU Export Notifications

Important to know
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Export Notifications – Clarifications (1/2)

• Acknowledgement of receipt:

➢ does not imply acceptance of the import: it is just an
indication that the notification has been well received

➢ can be done by simple return of email if the form cannot be
printed/filled-in/sent back

➢ each export notification sent is expected to be acknowledged
(they can also be grouped and acknowledged in one email)

• For certain substances (Annex I, Part 1 only), which are
banned/severely restricted within the EU under only one
sub-category of a Convention use category, the export
cannot be blocked by the EU; however, we can inform
the EU exporters that their export may be blocked when
reaching your territory
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Export Notifications – Clarifications (2/2)

• In general and unless specified otherwise by the importing country, 
once notified by an EU exporter for the first time in a given 
year, no notifications are required to be sent by the EU for the 
next exports in the same year to the same importing country, 
even when:

➢ exported from the EU by another company

➢ imported in the importing country by another company

➢ imported for other specific use than the initial one, as long as it remains 
in the same category/ies of uses (pesticide / industrial chemical)

• Expected amount of 
substance/mixture is an 
estimate: the actual amount 
exported can be different
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Uses in 
Section 6

Uses in 

Section 3

How it is regulated and used 
in the EU

How it will be used
in the importing country

Export Notifications

Uses within EU vs. uses in the importing country



The Explicit Consent procedure
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Explicit Consent procedure

Applies when:

• the chemical is listed in Annex III to the Rotterdam 
Convention and if:

➢ the importing Party did not provide an import response, or

➢ the importing Party already provided a response but for a 
use category that is different to the one for which the 
product is to be exported, or

➢ the importing country is not a Party to the Rotterdam 
Convention

• the chemical is not listed in Annex III of the Rotterdam 
Convention, but is banned or severely restricted in the EU 
(listed in Annex I, Part 2 of the EU PIC Regulation) in a Convention 
use category 



EU Explicit Consent procedure

2. Explicit Consent response 

Importing 
country

1. Explicit Consent request

Member 
State 
DNA

2. Explicit Consent response 

1. Explicit Consent reminder

In the absence of a response, reminder is sent twice by ECHA 

(30 and 60 days after the initial request)

Importing 
country



Explicit Consent request form



EU Explicit Consent requests

Important to know
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Explicit Consent – Clarifications and tips

• In the absence of response to the request for an explicit
consent, the export from the EU is blocked

NB! No legal basis to block exports of certain chemicals that are only
subject to the Export Notification procedure, but not to the Explicit
Consent requirement (”Part 1 only” chemicals)

• The explicit consent response should reflect the national
legislation for the notified chemical



Conclusions
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Take home messages

• Please:
➢ Confirm that the exchange of information is working

➔ acknowledge reception of EU export notifications

➢ Take full advantage of the PIC procedure

➔ respond to explicit consent requests

• Please inform the Secretariat and ECHA (pic@echa.europa.eu) of 

any change in your contact details

• Please provide your responses to the EU Member State DNA or to 
ECHA → because the explicit consent procedure is a procedure dealt 

between authorities, responses provided to companies are not valid

• Do not hesitate to contact us if you have any question!
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Where can I find more information?

• EU PIC Regulation 
(https://echa.europa.eu/regulations/prior-informed-consent/legislation)

• Procedures:
➢ Export Notification procedure (https://echa.europa.eu/regulations/prior-informed-consent/export-notification-

procedure)

➢ Explicit consent requirement (https://echa.europa.eu/regulations/prior-informed-consent/explicit-consent-

requirement)

• List of chemicals subject to the PIC Regulation 
(https://echa.europa.eu/information-on-chemicals/pic/chemicals)

• To search for information on trade with your country:
➢ Statistics on Export/Import notifications (https://echa.europa.eu/information-on-chemicals/pic/export-

notifications)

➢ Explicit consents (https://echa.europa.eu/information-on-chemicals/pic/explicit-consents)

➢ Annual reporting on PIC exports and imports (https://echa.europa.eu/regulations/prior-informed-

consent/annual-reporting-on-pic-exports-and-imports)

https://echa.europa.eu/regulations/prior-informed-consent/legislation
https://echa.europa.eu/regulations/prior-informed-consent/export-notification-procedure
https://echa.europa.eu/regulations/prior-informed-consent/explicit-consent-requirement
https://echa.europa.eu/information-on-chemicals/pic/chemicals
https://echa.europa.eu/information-on-chemicals/pic/export-notifications
https://echa.europa.eu/information-on-chemicals/pic/explicit-consents
https://echa.europa.eu/regulations/prior-informed-consent/annual-reporting-on-pic-exports-and-imports


Thank you!  

Any questions or 
feedback?

pic@echa.europa.eu


