
Capacity Building for Chemicals Life Cycle Management under 

the Rotterdam Convention:

Implementation of the Convention by Switzerland

Sarah Maillefer

Designated National Authority 

Rotterdam Convention

Federal Office for the Environment 
FOEN 

Air Pollution Control and Chemicals 
Division

3003 Bern, Switzerland

10 February 2022

https://bahninfrastruktur.sbb.ch/



Background

• 10 February 2002 Switzerland ratified 
Rotterdam Convention.

• 24 February 2004 Entry into force of 
Convention.

• 1. January 2005 Entry into force of PIC-
Ordinance: implements the Rotterdam 
Convention.

• 1. January 2021 Entry into force of 
severe restriction of export of certain 
banned phytosanitary products.

2004



• Aim

• Scope

• Excluded chemicals

• Threshold quantity for R&A

• Definitions:

• Substances, mixtures, severely 

hazardous pesticide 

formulations

• Threshold concentration in 

mixtures

PIC Ordinance (ChemPICO, of 10 November 2004)

• Obligations of Exporters 

and Importers 

• Duties of the Authorities

• Final provisions

• Annexes 1 & 2

https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/2004/725/en


Obligations of exporters: Notification of exports

Customs tariff data baseFOEN website Online customs declaration

Several tools available

Prior Informed Consent PIC (admin.ch) Tares: Login (admin.ch) e-dec web (admin.ch)

https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/en/home/topics/chemicals/info-specialists/chemicals--regulations-and-procedures/pic.html
https://xtares.admin.ch/tares/login/loginFormFiller.do;jsessionid=3aC_pvI40vSzxeEmjsiin7zvCPHm4-jQBI9kCeqoL8qPzXwWhAXs!-22935399?l=en
https://e-dec-web.ezv.admin.ch/webdec/main.xhtml


• DNA prepares and sends export notification to importing Party DNA.

• DNA sends identification number to customs administration and to exporter to be 

mentioned in export declaration.

• DNA checks export statistics received from customs administration.

• DNA Acknowledges receipt of export notification from exporting Parties.

• Public information: Information on received and sent export notifications 

published on FOEN website.

Duties of Swiss DNA:



• DNA informs customs administration on the 

identification numbers issued.

• Customs officer can stop an export of a chemical 

covered by the Convention if the declaration 

doesn’t carry the identification number.

• Customs administration send on a regular base 

export statistics on specific tariff numbers.

• FOEN and customs administration collaborate to 

develop and update the work procedure of the 

customs officers regarding the enforcement of 

the Rotterdam Convention at the border.

Informationsmagazin des Schweizer Zolls

Collaboration with customs administration



Export notification process, export control of Annex III chemicals

Exporting 
company

Announces 
export to 

FOEN at least 
30 days prior 
to first yearly 

export

DNA checks 
completeness of 

export notification. For 
Annex III chemicals 
DNA checks import 

decision is presumably 
respected

Swiss authorities Importing 
Party DNA

DNA sends export 
notification + SDS to DNA of 
importing Party at least 15 

days prior to first export

Acknowledges 
receipt of 

export 
notification 

within 30 days

Indicates 
identification 

number in 
electronic 
customs 

declaration

DNA transmits identification number within 15 days 

Customs verify identification number at declaration or 
export stage

DNA sends reminder if no 
acknowledgement has been 

received



Import decisions

• FOEN in consultation with concerned offices takes 

import decision.

• Importers have to comply with the import decisions 

(Article 7, PIC Ordinance).



Update of chemicals subject to export notification obligation

FOEN in consultation with concerned offices and after a public 

hearing decides about the chemicals that are made subject to 

the export notification procedure.

• Banned or severely restricted industrial chemicals.

• Industrial chemicals that are subject to authorization 

obligation for which no uses or only a few essential uses 

are authorized. 

• Active ingredients of phytosanitary products that have been 

excluded from the list of authorized active ingredients.

• Active ingredients of biocide products that have been 

excluded from the list of authorized active ingredients.

• Purpose of regulations is protection of human health and 

environment.



Update of chemicals subject to PIC Procedure

• Chemicals subject to PIC 

Procedure are listed in Annex 2 of 

PIC Ordinance

• Update of Annex 2 is a 

straightforward process: 

information of concerned offices



An update of Annex 1 or 2 implies an update of the 

customs tariff data base

Example: Phorate



Notification of final regulatory action, listing of chemicals

• Bans, restrictions and authorizations of chemicals 

in Switzerland are widely harmonized with those in 

the European Union.

• Bans, restrictions and authorisation are often 

related to EU risk assessments.

 Notification of final regulatory action are composed 

of bridging information and locally generated data. 

• Prerequisite for listing of chemicals in Annex III is at 

least  two NFRAs from at least two PIC regions 

fulfilling listing criteria (Switzerland and EU are in 

the same PIC region). BRS MEAs - Home page



The effectiveness of the Rotterdam Convention is not optimal

Risk evaluation ≠ Risk assessment
All chemicals considered by 

the COPs fulfil listing criteria !



Export of certain phytosanitary product is severely restricted

Since 1 January 2021 new regulation for export of certain pesticides is in force   

(Annex 2.5, Chemicals Risk Reduction Ordinance):

• Export of a few specific phytosanitary active ingredients and their products 

are banned.

• Export of certain phytosanitary active ingredients and their products require 

an export licence.

• Export licence is only delivered if explicit consent  from importing country 

(also non-Parties) has been granted.

• If explicit consent request remains unanswered: no possibility to waive export 

licence requirement.



Thank you for your attention 

Any questions ?


