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Executive summary and recommendations

This part is structured in four sub sections; structure and description of the sessions,
summary of status of implementation, challenges and possible solutions, general
comments and participant's evaluation of the workshop and recommendations.

1. Structure and description of the sessions

The consultation was held in Pullman Alshaba hotel, Allepo, Syria between 20 -
24/6/2010. The meeting was organized with organizational support from the FAO
Regional Office for the Near East.

A total of 31 participants attended the meeting; including 7 Designated National
Authorities and one CRC expert. The participants represented relevant stake holders
in their countries as follows; 11 from agriculture, 7 from environment, 5 from health
and 4 from customs. In addition to two members from the secretariat, FAO regional
officers for Near East and one FAO consultant attended the meeting as well.

The distribution of participants according to countries and disciplines is given the
table below;

Country/ Agriculture | Environment | health | Customs | Others Total
Discipline (secretariat,

FAO

& consultant)
Jordan 1 1 1 1 4
L ebanon 1 1 1 1 4
Oman 1 1 1 0 3
Qatar 1 1 0 0 2
Saudi Arabia | 1 0 0 1 2
Syria 5 2 1 0 8
Y emen 1 1 1 1 4
Others 4 4
(secretariat,
FAO
& consultant)
Total 11 7 5 4 4 31

Lack of participants from industry is noted.

The meeting was held under the auspices of his Excellency Dr Adel Safar, the
minister of agriculture and agrain reforms. The opening remarks were given Prof
Waleed Eltaweel, DG of Agricultural Research Corporation, Syria on behalf of the
host government (Syria), Dr. T. EI Azzabi on behalf of FAO/NE and Gerold Wyrwal
from the Secretariat of Rotterdam convention.

The consultation was structured into 7 sessions; 4 plenary and 3 including national
breakout groups. The 7 sessions are; opening, introduction to Rotterdam convention,
national country presentations, review of key obligations under the Rotterdam
convention, information exchange under the Rotterdam convention, cooperation with
conventions and review and adoption of the national implementation plans. The
language of the meeting was Arabic and all the presentations were delivered in Arabic
as well. The following topics were covered by prepared presentations from the
secretariat in plenary; Introduction and structure of the meeting, PIC procedure,
Overview of Rotterdam convention, Import responses, Guidance to break out groups,
Notification of final regulatory action, Guidance to breakout groups, Severely




hazardous pesticide formulations, guidance to breakout groups, Export notification,
Guidance to breakout groups, EU system of export notification, Information exchange
provisions under Rotterdam convention, Rotterdam convention web site and Linkages
between the Rotterdam, Basel and Stockholm Conventions with highlights of
possible opportunities for an integrated approach to implementation at the national
level. A review and analysis paper on the progress and challenges in implementation
of the Rotterdam convention in the participating countries since the last national
action plan was presented by FAO consultant prior to breakout groups. The break out
groups met five times; the first four meeting were directed towards the review of the
status of implementation of the four key obligations (import responses, notification of
FRASs, proposal of SHPFs and export notifications) of the Rotterdam convention
identifying challenges facing them at national level and how they can be addressed. In
the second meeting they drafted the revise plan with its summary. The drafted plans
were revisited at session 7 for consolidation proposes after attending the plenary
sessions on information exchange and cooperation and integration of activities with
other related convention. The reports of the break out groups were presented and
discussed in plenary and comments were included in the final report.
The consultation was officially closed at 2 pm of the 24th of June /2010. Mr Abdel
Hakim Mohamed behalf of the host government, Taher El Azzabi on behalf of the
FAO/RNE , Gerold Wyrwal on behalf of the secretariat of Rotterdam convention and
Mohamad AlMazroa on behalf of the participants gave the closing remarks.
2. Statusof implementation, challenges and possible solutions,

A. Legal and administrative infrastructures

All countries have enough legal and administrative infrastructures to regulate

pesticides and can provide import responses to this category. On the other

hand many countries (Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Syria and Lebanon) noted the
lack of a regulatory basis as the main difficulty in regulating industrial
chemicals and as obstacle in providing import responses for such chemicals.

Countries requested the assistance of the secretariat on such issue by preparing

cases studies on legal and administrative basis to regulate industrial chemicals

or by organizing a sub regional workshop for such issue.

B. Import Reponses (ICR):

None of the ten countries have fulfilled al required responses;

= Total failure in the 7 countries is 14.3% (40 cases out of a possible 280)
compared to 47% in December 2007 indicating a clear and significant
progressin al countries,

= Problems with pesticides (2%) are far less than those with industrial chemicals
(0-100%, average 46%). This is based on the recent information given during
the meeting and included in the revised plans;

= The capacity of the participating countries to provide import responses can be
clustered in three groups:

- Jordan, Oman and Qatar: almost all import responses (97% or 100%
according to information given during the meeting and included in the
revised plan) for pesticides as well as industrial chemicals were
provided;

- Lebanon, and Syria: Able to provide ICRs for ailmost all pesticides but
some industrial chemicals (missing 6 and 7 ICRs of industria
chemicals respectively);

- Saudi Arabiaand Yemen: Provided aimost all ICRs for pesticides but
unable to provide any ICRs for industrial chemicals;
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Problems with industrial chemicals is clear in some countries have (Y emen
and Saudi Arabia but to some extend in Syria and Lebanon,). Therefore the
need for assistance regarding import decisions for industrial chemicals is
evident in those countries.

Generally countries seem to have a sufficient regulatory and administrative
basis to provide import responses for pesticides through the registration
process, whereas no comparable registration processesisin place for industrial
chemicals.

Countries requested sub-regional workshops on industrial chemicals
management and regulation with many participants from each country,
participants from the industrial sector to be included.

Countries asked for availability of forms and instructionsin Arabic.
Notifications of Final Regulatory Action:

About 12 notifications, eleven of them were complete, were submitted by
Jordan. About 9 of the submitted Jordanian notification for non annex 3
chemical and 3 for annex three chemicals;

About 76, al incomplete, notifications from Saudi Arabia with 56 for non
annex three chemicalsand 46 missing notifications in the pesticide category;
One from Qatar (under voluntary procedure);

According to the information made available during the meeting and included
in the summary of action plan about 4 notifications for 4 pesticides (carbaryl,
permethrin, malathion and amitraz) banned for use in agriculture were sent by
Syria and under gone preliminary review by the secretariat which requested
additional information;

No notifications from other countries despite the presence of a number of
banned or severely restricted materialsin all countries.

Many countries indicated the lack of trained full time working staff as a reason
for lack of notifications of FRAS;

Assistance in establishing electronic archives and data bases for information
and national decisions on chemicals was requested;

Financial assistance to train staff on risk analysis and risk evaluation was
asked for aswell.

Proposals of Severely Hazar dous Pesticide For mulations:

None of the participating countries had submitted any proposal of SHPF;

Most countries reported problems with pesticide poisoning, but none of the
participating countries reported a functional pesticide poisoning reporting and
documenting scheme.

Oman, Jordan and Syria indicated to have some functional poison control
centers. Monitoring environmental impact of pesticides is not a common
practice.

NGOs active in monitoring of pesticide poisoning have no activity in the
participating countries. Therefore, no support and political pressure from
environmentalists on thisissue is received.

Countries requested assistance from the Secretariat in setting up surveillance
and reporting instruments. Such assistance could first be provided to one pilot
country, or in form of a sub-regional training activity.

The secretariat can also facilitate extension of NGOs activity to participating
countries.



Parti cipants understood the need of poison centers and thoughts of making use
of rural hospitals and existing environmental centers were presented as a short
term solution if a system of reporting was established and staff was trained.
Training of staff in diagnosis and reporting of incidents and technical support
to existing facilities was asked for;

Forms developed by the Secretariat could be a starting point for setting up a
reporting mechanism.

Export Notifications and infor mation exchange:

Countries indicated that they receive and acknowledge export notifications
received mostly from EU countries;

Participants noted that the export notifications received provide insufficient
information and only limited follow-up at national level is done upon receipt
of export notification.

Jordan and Saudi Arabia reported the existence of some companies
formulating pesticides, some of which are exported. Export notifications are
not systematically sent, as the legal and administrative basis are yet has to be
established.

Jordan and Saudi Arabia showed interest in follow-up activities to strengthen
their export notification system and they requested the assistance in setting-up
a system for export notification procedure.

Three presentations about information exchange under the convention and
cooperation with related convention on chemicals (Basle, Stockholm and
SAICM) at both national and regional levels were highlighted. Participants
indicated the benefits they get from the delivered information.

. General comments and participant's evaluation of the wor kshop

The meeting was well organized. Working language was Arabic, and all
meeting documents and presentations were made available in Arabic.
Participants actively participated in chairing sessions, discussions were very
lovely, and participation in the working groups was good.

The overall score given by the participants upon evaluation of the workshop is
of an average of 95% with arange of 89-97%. The participants believe that the
objectives of the workshop were clear and reasonable (95%) and the structure
of the workshop is well ordered, suitable, useful and easy to understand
(94%). The terms used in the workshop were simple and clear (95%) and
effectiveness of the working groups and secretariat and country presentations
was very good and clear (92%). The overall score of the results of the
workshop was 94% with 93% for facilitating the national dialogue between
various stake holders, 90% for improving the implementation of the
convention, 89% for priority and responsibility setting, 90% for acquaintance
with integration opportunities with other programs of chemical management,
97% for understanding of duties related to the PIC procedure, 93% for
exchange of opinions and 93% for getting new information.

The participants were pleased with the understanding and lovely discussions
with secretariat and experts. They are also pleased with use of Arabic as a
media for conduction and discussion as well as the well organization of the
workshop.

Although the majority of participants (77%) had never participated in previous
sub regional meetings on the Rotterdam Convention, and may lack the basic
understanding of the obligations yet they pick up the information quickly and
prepared their revised implementation plans smoothly.
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Other

This pattern of getting new faces every few years may necessitate the need for
continuous training activities,

Implementation plans in the seven participating countries were reviewed and
problems facing the implementation of the Rotterdam Convention in each
country were well identified at the meeting and possible solutions are sought.

Recommendations;

The continuation of such training workshops for DNAs and relevant staff
including customs to overcome the problem of the continuous change in
persons responsible for Rotterdam convention in various countries,

Technical assistance in regulating industrial chemicals is needed in four
countries; Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon and Syria. Such assistance may be
given in aform of training workshops and provision of cases studies on legal
and administrative basis to regulate industrial chemicals and how to provide
import responses on such chemicals based on minimum regulatory or
administrative infra structures. Import responses on industrial chemicals can as
minimum be based on the current status of the material in the country.
Participants from sectors involved in management of industrial chemicals
subject to Rotterdam convention should be included;

Assistance in setting up surveillance, reporting and documentation instruments
for poisoning cases by pesticides. Such assistance could first be provided to
one pilot country, or in form of a sub-regional training activity. Countries with
basic functional poison control centers such as Oman, Jordan and Syria can
the start point. However neighboring countries to venue of the workshop can
join such as Lebanon;

The secretariat can also facilitate or encourage the extension of relevant NGOs
(e.g. Pesticide Action Net work , PAN and others) activity to participating
countries,

Assistance to countries with pesticides formulation industry such as Saudi
Arabia and Jordan in setting up a system for fulfilling export obligations of
nationally regulated chemicals. through a training and awareness raising
workshop with participants from the private sector including local formulators,
importers and exporters as well as government officials ( including DNAs and
focal point) and other relevant stake holders;

Assistance to countries in establishing electronic archives and data bases for
information and national decisions on chemicals. Such assistance can be
provided in a form of a training workshops with participants having
information technology background beside their experience in chemical
management;

recommendations suggested by participants;

Financial assistance to train staff on risk analysis and risk evaluation.
Encouraging countries that lack poison control and environmental incident
centers to establish them in the long term and to make use of al ready
established rural hospitals and environmental centersin the short term.
Information exchange regarding import, export and handling of chemicals and
pesticides between neighboring Arab countries through establishment of
information network between these countries. Such a system can be done
under the auspices of the Regional Officer or the League of Arab States;
Availability of documents, forms and instructionsin Arabic.



Section 1. Section 1. Agenda, Participants and Status of
I mplementation of the Convention
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Sub regional consultation to revisethe National Action Plan or strategy for the
implementation of the Rotterdam Convention for seven Near East countries (
Jordan, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria and Yemen),

Syria, Aleppo: 20-24 June 2010

and agrain reforms

Agenda and timetable

Under the auspices of his Excellency Dr Adel Safar, the minister of agriculture

Time Activity Presenter
Sunday 20 June Chair: Prof Waleed Eltawed, DG of
Agric. Research Cooportation, Syria
8.30-9.00 Logistical arrangements : inscription of participants

Session 1. Opening and introduction — pur pose/structur e of meeting

9.00-9.45 Opening Address by Hosting Governement Prof. Waleed Eltaweel
Opening Remarks — Secretariat Gerold Wyrwal
Opening Remarks- FAO Taher El Azzabi

9.45 - 10.15 Coffee Bresk

10.15-10.30 Introduction of Participants

10.30-10.45 Introduction and structure of the meeting El Hadi

10.45-11.00 Adoption of the agenda

Session 2: Introduction to the Rotterdam Convention Chair : Dr. Abdel Hakim

Mohamed, Syria
11.00- 11.30 PIC Procedure Azhari Abdelbagi
11h30-12h15 RC overview : What is Rotterdam Convention and | El Hadi

what it is not:
Key provisions of the Convention and key players

12.15-13.00 Discussion
LUNCH 13.00-14.30
Session3 National Countries presentations Chair: Fida'a Al-Rawabdeh,
Jordan
14.30 - 15.00 Jordan Mohammed Y ounes
15.00 - 15. 15 Discussion
15.15-15.45 L ebanon Imad Nahhal
15.45 - 16.00 Discussion
16.00-16.30 Coffee break
16.30—17.00 Oman Mahmoud Al Nabhani
17.00-17.15 Discussion
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Monday 21 June

Session 3 (Cont.):

Chair: Mr. Abdullah Al-Sayani,
Yemen

8.30-9.00 | Qatar Samera M.Al-Sheeb
9.00—9.15 | Discussion
9.15- 9.45 Saudi Arabia Mohamad AlMazroa
9.45-10.00 | Discussion
10.00-10. | Coffee Break
30
10.30 - Syria Shaghaf Nahawi
11.00
11.00- Discussion
11.15
11.15- Y emen Salem Baquhaizel
11.45
11.45- Discussion
12.00
12.00 - Progress and challenges in implementation of the RC Azhari Abdelbagi
12.30 since the last national action plan
12.30 - Lunch
14.00
Session 4: Review of the key obligationsunder the Rotterdam Chair: Imad Nahhal, Lebanon
Convention
14.00-14.30 | 4a) Import responses/decisions El Hadi
Import responses and the PIC procedure: role and
obligations for both importing and exporting countries.
14.30-14.45 | Discussion
14.45 - Guidance to Breakout groups and review: Groups will El hadi and BOG groups
15.45 review the national legidative and administrative basis for
the import decisions and Working in groups on import
responses
15.45 - Reports of BOGs: the completed tables, including the BOG reporters;
16.15 proposed priorities for action, to be presented in plenary AsmaAl Qadi (Jordan), Imad Nahhd
(Jordan, Lebanon, Oman) (Lebanon), Mahmoud Al Nabhani
(Oman)
16.15- 16.30 | Coffee Break
16.30-17.10 | Reports of BOGs:. the completed tables, including the BOG reporters;
proposed priorities for action, to be presented in plenary Mohammad Abdulla (Qatar),
(Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Yemen) Mohamad AlMazroa (Saudi Arabia),
Shaghaf Nahawi (Syria), Salem
Baguhaizel (Y emen)
17.10-17.30 | Discussion
Tuesday 22 June Chair: Mohammad Abdulla, Qatar
Morning 4b) Notifications of final regulatory actionsto ban El Hadi
8.30- 9.00 or severely restrict a chemical
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Requirements of the Convention regarding the preparation
and submission of notification of FRA

9.00- 9.15 Discussion
9.15-10.15 | Guidance to the BOGswork and introduction to the El Hadi and BOG
working tables and review of the e-learning tool: The
groups will review the national legidative and
administrative basis for national decision-making on
chemicals and Working in group on Notifications
10.15- 10.45 | Coffee Break
10.45 - Reports of BOGs: the completed tables, including the BOG reporters;
12.00 proposed priorities for action, to be presented in plenary AsmaAl Qadi (Jordan), Imad Nahhal
(Leébanon), Mahmoud Al Nabhani
(Oman), Samera M.Al-Sheeb
(Qatar), Mohamad AlMazroa (Saudi
Arabia), Shaghaf Nahawi (Syria),
Salem Baquhaizel (Y emen)
12.00 - Discussions
12.30
12.30-14.00 LUNCH
14.00-1430 | Session 4c) Severely Hazardous Pesticide El Hadi
Formulations (SHPFs)
General overview of the provisions regarding SHPFs
14.30 - Discussion
14.45
14.45 - Guidance to the BOG work and introduction to the El Hadi and BOG
15.45 working tables and review of the e-learning tool and
Working in group on SHPFs
15.45-16.15 | Reports of BOGs : the completed tables, including the BOG reporters;
proposed priorities for action, to be presented in plenary AsmaAl Qadi (Jordan), Raymond
(Jordan, Lebanon, Oman) Semaan (Lebanon), Mahmoud Al
Nabhani (Oman)
16.15- Coffee break
16.30
16.30 - Reports of BOGs : the completed tables, including the BOG reporters,
17.10 proposed priorities for action, to be presented in plenary Samera M.Al-Sheeb (Qatar),
(Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Y emen) Hassan AlFaifi (Saudi Arabia),
Ayman Alkatib (Syria), Salem
Baguhaizel (Y emen)
17.10-17.30 | Discussions
Wednesday 23 June
Chair: Mohamad AlMazroa ,Saudi
Arabia
8.30-9.00 Session 4d) Export notification Azhari Abdelbagi
- A general overview of the provisions regarding export
notifications —
9:00-9:30 EU system of export notification Gerold Wyrwal
9.30—9:45 | Discussion
9.45 - 10.45 | Guidance to the BOG work and introduction to the Azhari Abdelbagi and BOG
working tables and Working in groups on Export
notification (including coffee break)
10.45 - Reports of BOGs: the completed tables, including the BOG reporters,
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12.00

proposed priorities for action, to be presented in plenary

AsmaAl Qadi (Jordan), Raymond
Semaan (Lebanon), Mahmoud Al
Nabhani (Oman), Samera M.Al-
Sheeb (Qatar), Hassan AlFaifi
(Saudi Arabia), Ayman Alkatib
(Syria), Salem Baguhaizel
(Yemen)

12.00 -12.30

Discussions

LUNCH 12.30-14.00

Session 5: Information Exchange under the Rotterdam Convention

Chair: Mohamad AlMazroa ,Saudi
Arabia

14.00 - Presentation on the information exchange provisions El Hadi
14.30 under the Convention, the type of information available
and how it might be used to strengthen chemicals
management at the national level
14.30 -15.00 | Rotterdam Convention Website Gerold Wyrwal
15.00 - Discussions
15.30
Session 6 : Cooperation with other conventions
15.30 - Linkages between the Rotterdam, Basel and Stockholm Taher El Azzabi
16.00 Conventions and highlight possible opportunities for an
integrated approach to implementation at the national
level.
16.00 -16.15 | Discussion
16.15 - Coffee break
16.30
16.30 - Opportunity for a more in-depth discussion on how the BOG
17.30 information available under the Convention might be used
a the national level; To revisit the tables completed in
session 3;
Thursday 24 June
Session 7 Review and adopt elements of a national plan or Chair: Mahmoud Al Nabhani, Oman
strategy for the implementation of the Rotterdam
8.30-10.00 | Review theintroduction/summary prepared by drafting BOG
group including the priorities for action and
accompanying tables prepared previously
10.00 - Coffee break
10.30
10.30- Review in plenary the introduction/summary prepared by | BOG reporters;
11.00 drafting group including the priorities for action and Fida'a Al-Rawabdeh (Jordan),

accompanying tables prepared previously (cont.)

Hanna Bou Habib (Lebanon),
Saleh Al Shekaili (Oman), Samera
M.Al-Sheeb (Qatar), Mohamad
AlMazroa (Saudi Arabia), Shaghaf
Nahawi (Syria), Salem Baquhaizel
(Yemen)
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11.00 - Discussion
12.30
LUNCH 12.30-14.00
Afternoon | Summary, recommendation and workshop evaluation M El Hadi
14.00-15.30
15.3016.00 | Closing Chair: Mahmoud Al Nabhani, Oman
Closing remarks, secretariat Gerold Wyrwal
Closing remarks, host country Abdel Hakim Mohamed
Closing remarks, FAO Taher E; Azzabi

Closing remarks, Participants

Mohamad AlMazroa
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Sub regional consultation to revisethe National Action Plan or strategy for the
implementation of the Rotterdam Convention for seven Near East countries ( Jordan,
L ebanon, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syriaand Yemen), Syria, Aleppo : 20-24 June

2010
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List of participants
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JORDAN

Mr. Ibrahim Al-Mobeidin

Head of Cargo Airport Customs
Warehouse Deputy

Amman Customs Department
Amman, Jordan

Tel: 00-962-795-192-255

Mr. Mohammed Y ounes
Engineer

Ministry of Environment
Amman, Jordan

Tel: 00-962-655-621-13
Email: mkhairi@moenv.gov.jo

Ms. Asma Al Qadi

Chemical Engineer

Ministry of Health

Environmental Health Directorate
Amman, Jordan

Tel: 00-962-656-853-96

E.mail: zahratasma@yahoo.com
cic@moh.gov.oo

Ms. Fidaa Ali Al-Rawabdeh

Director of Plant Protection Directorate
Ministry of Agriculture

Amman,Jordan

Tel: 00-962-656-861+51 ext.u85
E-mail: f_rawabdeh@yahoo.com
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LEBANON
Mr. Imad Nahhal
Head of Plant Protection Department
Ministry of Agriculture
Beirut, Lebanon
Tel: 00-961-1849639
Email: imadn@terra.net.lb
inahhal @agriculture.gov.lb

Mr. Bechir ed

Principa Inspector

The General Directorate of Lebanese Customs
Beirut, Lebanon

Tel: 00-961-3675089

Email: bechir.eid@customs.gov.lb

Dr. Raymond Semaan

Directorate of Malaria Programme
Ministry of Health

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel: 00-961-1442077
Fax;01-580660

Emalil: ray _sem@hotmail.com

Dr. Hanna Bou Habib

Ministry of Environment

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel:00961-1-976555 Ext.508.mobile.+9613750225
Fax: +961-1-976530+961-1-976512

E-mail:h.habi @moe.gou.lb

OMAN

Mr. Saleh Al Shekaili

Environmental Inspector

Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs
Muscat, Oman

Tel: 00-968-995-584-65

Email: saleh1557@gmail.com
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Mr. Matar Al-Riyami
Word Nurse
Ministry of Health, Department of Environment &
Occcupational Health
Muscat, Oman
Tel: 00-968-245-665-10
00-968-245-628-98
E-mail: director@deohoman.org

Mr. Mahmoud Mohammed Shamis Al Nabhani
Head of Department Plant Protection

Ministry of Agriculture

Muscat, Oman

Tel: : 00-968-993-579-84

E-mail: nabhani21@hotmail.com

OATAR:
Mr. Mohammad Abdulla

Agricultural Extension Expert
Plant Protection Department
Ministry of Agriculture
Doha, Qatar
Tel : 00-974- 584-9895
00-974- 781-2132
E-mail : m_albakri76@hotmail.com

Ms. Samera M.Al-Sheeb

Chemical Research

Department of Radiation & Chemical Protection
Conventions Section of hazardous materials.
Ministry of Environment

Doha, Qatar

Tel: 00-974-6573373

E-mail: smsheeb@moe.gov.ga

SAUDI ARABIA

Mr. Mohamad AlMazroa

DG of Agricultural Services Administration
Kingdom's Focal Point on the Rotterdam Agreement
Ministry of Agriculture

Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Tel : 00-966-140-558-48

E-mail: Ms-maz@hotmail.com
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Mr. Hassan AlFaifi

Chemical Engineer

Saudi Customs

Ministry of Finance

Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Tel: 00-966-541-107-921

E-malil: hsss@hotmail.com

SYRIA

Dr. Abdel Hakim Mohamed

Director of Plant Protection Department

Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform

Damascus, Syria

Tel: 00-963-112220187

E-mail: dppsyria@scs..sy
wekayaham@yahoo.com

Mr. Gaafar Al Ghosain

Head of Pesticides Department

Plant Protection Directorate

Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform
Damascus, Syria

Tel: 009631144676230
E-mail:jafar.alghusain@Hotmail.com

Mr. Nidal Assaed

Head of Pesticides Registration section

Plant Protection Directorate

Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform
Damascus, Syria

Tel: +963966809745
E-mail:Nassaed@hotmail.com

Ms. Shaghaf Nahawi

Focal Point for the Rotterdam Convention
Ministry of Environment

Damascus, Syria

Tel:+963955284393

E-mail:Shagaf a nahawi @yahoo.com
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Ms. Faten Alloush

Member of the Coordination Unit for the Rotterdam Convention
Ministry of Environment

Damascus, Syria

Tel: 096311239391

E-mail:fatenal ouche@hotmail.com

Mr. Ayman Alkatib

Technical Committee of Pesticides
Ministry of Health

Damascus, Syria

Tel: 0112758161

Mr. Mohamed Sameer Watar
Planet protection Department
Aleppo -Syria

Tel:0944554114

Mr.Mahmod Baleed

Agriculture department of Aleppo
Aleppo -Syria

Tel:0944790914

E-mail:

YEMEN

Mr. Abdullah Al-Sayani

Director Genera of Plant Protection

Official Focal Point for the Rotterdam Convention
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation

Sana’a, Yemen

Tel: 00-967-125-0956

E.mall: plant-protection@yement.net.ye

Mr. Omar Hussein Mujali
Ministry of Health

Sana’a, Yemen

Tel 1252224 fax:251622
E-mail:omujalli @yahoo.com

Mr. Abdul Hakim Hussein Bahjat
License Director

Y emen Customs Authority
Sana’a, Yemen
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Tel: 00-967-777-916-477
E-mail:
Fax:00-967.-01260383

Mr. Salem Abdulla Baquhaizel

Director General Monitoring and A ssessment
PIC DNA - PC

Environment Protection Authority (EPA)
Ministry of Environment

Sana’a, Yemen

Tel:  00-967-120-2019

E-mail: shagu@y.net.ye

FAO

Mr. Gerold Wyrwal

Secretariat of the Rotterdam Convention (AGPP)

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
Vialedelle Terme di Caracalla

00100 Rome, Italy

Tel: 00-390-657-052-753

Fax: 00-390-657-053-224

E-mail:gerold.wyrwal @fao.org

web: http://www.pic.int

Mr. Mohamed El Hadi Sidatt

Secretariat of the Rotterdam Convention

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
Videdelle Terme di Caracalla

00100 Rome, Italy

Tel: 00-390-657-053-083

Fax: 00390657053224

E.mail. MohamdelHady.Sidatt@fao.org

Web: www.pic.int

Dr. Taher EIAzzabi

Senior Plant Protection Officer

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Regional Office for the Near East

Cairo, Egypt
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Tel: 00-202-333-16000 Ext. 2809
E.mail: Taher.ElAzzabi @fao.org

Dr. Azhari Omar Abdel Bagi
FAO Consultant

Department of Crop Protection,
Faculty of Agriculture,
University of Khartoum
Khartoum, Sudan

Mobile: 00-249-122-180-599
E.mail: azharibagi @yahoo.com
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Progress and challenges in the implementation of the Rotterdam
convention in Seven near East Countries (Jordan, Lebanon, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria and Yemen)

Azhari Omer Abdelbagi, FAO consultant
Department of crop protection, Faculty of Agriculture, University of Khartoum,
Sudan

[ntroduction
The conference of parties adopted decisions on regional delivery of technica
assistance. The secretariat of Rotterdam convention convened three sub-regional
consultations directly related to development of action plansin the Near East region;
Cairo (Egypt May 2005), Muscat (Oman May 2006), Damascus (Syria Nov 2006).
Action plans were developed in these three workshops;, Cairo 2005(Jordan, Saudi
Arabia), Muscat (Oman, Qatar) 2006 and Damascus (Syria, Lebanon, Yemen) 2006
and implementation was reviewed in DNAS meeting in Cairo Dec 2007. About five
national follow-up seminars were carried out through the assistance of FAO regional
office in four of these countries; Lebanon Aug 2008, Saudi Arabia (Sept 2006 & June
2007), Yemen (Dec 2008) and Syria (Oct 2007). The main objective of these seminars
is to review plans, initiate national dialogue about problems facing implementation,
set up possible solutions and outline next steps.
The main objectives of this paper is to undertake an analytical study on the
implementation of Rotterdam convention in seven Near East countries (Jordan,
Lebanon, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria and Yemen) based on status of
implementation in each country from 2005 — 2010 by reviewing the national
implementation plans prepared for each country, identifying progress made and main
constraints;
This paper is divided into three sections;
- Status of implementation and constrains by country;
- Overall statusin the seven counties;
- Summary of main constrains and recommendations,
First; Status of implementation, main constrains, conclusion and
recommended actions by country;
Jordan
Jordan joined the Rotterdam convention on 22/7/2002. The action plan for Jordan
was developed in Cairo sub regional consultation in May 2005. The plan was
developed by four participants from Jordan; two from ministry of agriculture, one
from environment, one from ministry of health. A national follow-up seminar was
planned to take place this month (June 2010). The summary of current status,
problems and recommended actions are given in table 1. Legal aspects and key
obligations are discussed under the following subtitles.
A. Legidative and Administrative infrastructure;
About six relevant laws were mentioned in the action plan. These are; Agricultural
act 2002, Instructions for registration, synthesis, formulation, import, handling and
trade on pesticides, General health act No. 54, special chapter for chemicals,
Environmental protection law No. 1 for the year 2003 and the Regulation for
management of harmful and hazardous chemicals No. 24 for the year 2005.
Further it was also indicated in the plan that a decision will be issued by the
minister of health concerning banned and severely restricted chemicals for health

25



reasons. It seems that such laws provide enough bases for fulfilling the obligations
of Rotterdam convention.

According to the information provided during the meeting and included in the
revised plan new laws were mentioned,;

1. Health law No. 47 for the year 2008 and its related bylaws,

directives and decisions;

2. Environmental protection law No. 52 for the year 2006 and its

related bylaws, directives and decisions;

. Status of implementation of key obligations
There are 5 key obligations set by Rotterdam convention on parties, they are;

Appointment of DNA;

Jordan had appointed two DNAs for Rotterdam convention; one for
pesticides and other for industrial chemicals;

Import responses (ICR);

As of today Jordan had submitted 90% of (36 import responses out of 40)
of the required import responses. It fulfilled all import responses for the
eleven industrial chemicals and 86% (25 out of 29) of those for pesticides.
According to the information provided during the meeting and included in
the revised plan Jordan had submitted 39 import responses out of a
possible 40. There isaclear significant progressin fulfilling this obligation
specially when comparing the current situation with the corresponding
situation in 2005 (24 ICRs in the pesticide category out of 31) and Dec
2007 (26 ICRs in the pesticide category out of 28). Based on these figures
Jordan seems to have no problem with submitting ICRs in both categories,
pesticides and industrial chemicals.

Notification of final regulatory actions (FRA);

In the action plan developed in 2005 Jordan had indicated they submitted a
number of notifications of final regulatory actions. Since 2007 until today
Jordan had submitted 12 notifications of FRA, 11 of them were verified by
the secretariat as complete. About 9 of these notifications for non annex
three chemicals and 3 for annex 3 chemicals. These notifications followed
the Jordanian ratification of Rotterdam convention in 2002. Although
Jordan is doing far better than other countries yet there might be some
regulatory actions that still need to be notified.

Export notifications;

In the prepared implementation plan Jordan delegates had indicated that
there were no cases of export of banned or severely restricted chemicals or
pesticides from Jordan. Further the plan indicated that a coordination
meeting was held between DNAs and focal points to discuss required
actions and start include a work mechanism to organize the operation of
export, if any. The suggested work mechanism which includes DNAS,
focal points, ministry of industry and trade will organize the operation of
export of chemicals and pesticides, if any. It was indicated in the summary
of sub-regional DNA meeting in Cairo Dec 2007 that Jordan had sent
export notification for monocrophos to Yemen. Further in that meeting
Jordan reported the existence of about 10 companies formulating pesticides,
some of which are exported. Export notifications are not systematically sent,
as the legal basis yet has to be adopted. Jordan showed interest in follow-up
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activities to strengthen their export notification system. Jordan was requested
to provide further information, such as quantity and type of pesticides
exported, and regul ations applied.

There is no available information on whether Jordan had fulfilled this
obligation or not. A feedback from DNAs of importing countries may
confirm this.

Proposal of severely hazardous pesticide formulations (SHPF);

Similar to most parties there is no proposals of SHPF submitted by Jordan.
The implementation plan speaks about some infrastructures (establishing
a poison centre and support the center with facilities needed for collection
of such information, establishing special registry for poisoning by
pesticides, focusing on hospitalsin agricultural areas to notify for cases of
poisoning by pesticides and to collect details of the incidents to be
forwarded to the DNAS, setting an early warning system for environmental
conditions in agricultural areas and the impact of pesticides on it) to be
established for monitoring and documenting poisoning cases. There is no
information available as whether these facilities established or not. A
thematic sub-regional workshop about SHPF with participants from Jordan
is planned to take place June of this year 2010.

C. Main constrains;

- Export obligations; No system in place for sending export
notification and other information that should accompany the
export of regulated chemicals;

- Proposal of SHPF;, No system in place for documentation and
reporting of poisoning cases caused by SHPF under the prevailing
conditions;

D. Overall conclusion and recommended actions;

- Jordan seems to have enough legal and administrative
infrastructures for import responses and notification of final
regulatory actions,

- Support may be needed for setting up a system for fulfilling export
obligations;

- Support may be needed for severely hazardous pesticide
formulations by setting up a system of documenting and reporting
poisoning cases by pesticides making use of existing poison control
centers.

Table 1. Current status of implementation of key obligations of Rotterdam convention
in Jordan, progress made, problems and recommendation

Obligation Action | Progress Proble | Recommendatio
done m n
Legal/administrativ | Enough | Yes satisfactor | No
e Infrastructures for y
Pesticide
S
Enough | Yes satisfactor | No
for y
Industrial
chemical
Appointment of Yes, 2| satisfactor | No
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DNAs DNAs y
Import responses Pesticide | 25 satisfactor | No
S (86%) y
(28]
Industrial | 11 satisfactor | No
Chemical | (100%) |y
Total 36 satisfactor | No
(90%) |y
Final  Regulatory | Annex 3 |9 satisfactor | No
Actions y
Non 3 satisfactor | No
Annex 3 y
Total 12, 11| satisfactor | No
complet |y
e
Export notification | System No Not Yes Set up a system
in place satisfactor for export
for y obligations
exporter
obligatio
n
System Yes satisfactor | No
in place y
for
importer
obligatio
n
Severely hazardous | System No Not Yes Set up a system
pesticide in place satisfactor for monitoring
formulations y &
documentation
of poisoning
Oman

Oman had acceded the Rotterdam convention on 31/1/2000 based on the Sultanic

decree

number 81/99 dated 25/10/1999. The plan was developed in the Sub Regional
meeting for the Gulf Council Countries (GCC) on the Rotterdam Convention on the
Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in
International Trade, Muscat, Oman, 21-24 May 2006 by eleven participants from
Oman; eight from the ministry of agriculture, one from environment, one from
ministry of health and one from the department of customs. No national follow-up
seminar was planned to take place so far. The summary of current status, problems
and recommended actions are given in table 2. Legal aspects and key obligations are
discussed under the following subtitles.

A. Legidative and Administrative infrastructure;

! Figuresin square brackets represent data given by country delegates during the workshop and
included in the revised implementation plans
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According the implementation plan there is one relevant legislation, the regulation
of handling and use of chemicals issued by the Sultanic decree number 46/95,
regulating both pesticides and industrial chemicals. Further it was indicated in the
plan that separate law for pesticides was in the process to be issued by the
ministry of agriculture. According to the information provided during the meeting
and included in the revised plan new laws and decisions were mentioned;

These included the ministerial decision 25/2009 related to the regulation of
handling and use of chemicals, the Sulanic decree No. 64/2006 reflecting the
issuance of the pesticide act, a unified act for al countries under the gulf
cooperation council, the minister of agriculture decison No. 179/2007 which
included the list of banned and restricted pesticides and the decision No 102/2003
(by the ministry of health) which described a formation of a consultation
committee for management and control of poisons. It seems that such laws
provide enough bases for fulfilling the obligations of Rotterdam convention.

. Status of implementation of key obligations
There are 5 key obligations set by Rotterdam convention on parties, they are;

i.  Appointment of DNA;
Oman had appointed two DNAs for Rotterdam convention; one for
pesticides and other for industrial chemicals;

ii.  Import responses (ICR);
As of today Jordan had submitted 97% of (39 import responses out of 40)
of the required import responses. It fulfilled al import responses for the
eleven industrial chemicals and 97% (28 out of 29) of those for pesticides.
There is a clear significant progress in fulfilling this obligation specially
when comparing the current situation to the corresponding situation in
2006 (83%, 34 ICRs out of 41) and Dec 2007 (90%, 35 ICRs out of 39).
Based on these figures Oman seems to have no problem with submitting
ICRs in both categories; pesticides and industrial chemicals.

iii.  Notification of final regulatory actions (FRA);
In the action plan developed in 2006 Oman had indicated they did not
submit any notifications of final regulatory actions, although more than
hundred control action might have been issued. The Omani delegated
indicated in the plan that they will review all of these decisions and submit
notification within two years period. Since then until today Oman did not
submitted any notifications of FRA. In Cairo sub-regional DNA meeting
(Dec 2007) Oman indicated that they are presently in the process of preparing
notifications of final regulatory action. It seems Oman probably might need
some assistance in documenting and reporting of old and new FRA.

iv.  Export notifications;
The prepared implementation plan of Oman did not include export
notification. Other meetings (DNA meeting Dec 2007) did not indicate
that Oman is manufacturing or exporting chemicals. The summary of
DNA meeting in Caro 2007 indicated that participating countries
(including Oman) are receiving and acknowledging export notification.
Export notifications were mostly received from EU countries and to a
lesser extent from China and Switzerland.

v. Proposal of severely hazardous pesticide formulations (SHPF);
Similar to most parties there is no proposals of SHPF submitted by Oman.
In the implementation plan Oman indicated that they distributed forms to
register the cases of poisoning by pesticides which reach hospitals and
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C. Main constrains;

in Oman, progress made, problems and recommendation

health centers. Further the plan reported that they will intensify a
comprehensive awareness raising campaigns about safe use of chemicals,
carry out periodical inspection of workers in the field of pesticides,
circulating the poisoning report forms to private hospitals and clinics and
establishment of poison centersin the long term.

Submission of FRAS; There is no system in place for submission of
FRAs as evident by the existence of many old regulatory actions
mentioned in the plan in 2006 and not notified yet;
Proposal of SHPF; No system in place for documentation and reporting
of poisoning cases caused by SHPF under the prevailing conditions;

D. Overall conclusion and recommended actions,

- Oman seems to have enough
infrastructures for import responses and notification of final
regulatory actions;

- Assistance may be required for submission of natifications of FRA
as the plan reported the existence of more than 100 control action
and promised to be notified within two years from the Muscat
workshop in May 2006.

- Support may be needed for

legll and administrative

severely hazardous pesticide

formulations by setting up a system of documenting and reporting
poisoning cases by pesticides.
Table 2. Current status of implementation of key obligations of Rotterdam convention

Obligation Action | Progress Proble | Recommendatio
done m n
Legal/administrativ | Enough | Yes satisfactor | No
e Infrastructures for y
Pesticide
S
Enough | Yes satisfactor | No
for y
Industrial
chemical
Appointment of Yes, 2| satisfactor | No
DNAs DNAs |y
Import responses Pesticide | 28(97% | satisfactor | No
S ) y
Industrial | 11 satisfactor | No
Chemical | (100%) |y
Total 39(98% | satisfactor | No
) y
Finah  Regulatory | Annex3 |0 Not Yes
Actions satisfactor
y
Non 0 Not Yes
Annex 3 satisfactor
y
Total 0 Not Yes Set up a system
satisfactor for
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y documenting &
submission  of
FRA
Export notification | System
in place
for
exporter
obligatio
n
System Yes satisfactor | No
in place y
for
importer
obligatio
n
Severely hazardous | System No Not Yes Set up a system
pesticide in place satisfactor for  monitoring
formulations y &
documentation
of poisoning

Qatar

The state of Qatar had ratified the convention on the 12" of December 2004 and
became a party on the 10" of March 2005. The plan was developed in the Sub
Regional meeting for the Gulf Council Countries (GCC) on the Rotterdam
Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous
Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, Muscat, Oman, 21-24 May 2006 by
four participants from Qatar; three from the ministry of agriculture, one from
environment and one from the department of customs. No national follow-up seminar
was planned to take place so far. The summary of current status, problems and
recommended actions are given in table 3. Legal aspects and key obligations are
discussed under the following subtitles.

A. Legidative and Administrative infrastructure;
According to the implementation plan there are three laws of relevance to key
obligation of Rotterdam convention; These laws are the pesticide law number 1
for the year 1968, ministry of health, Environmental protection law number 30 for
the year 2002, the supreme council for environment and the pesticide law number
3 for the year 2006, the ministry of municipal and agric. affairs. It seems that such
laws provide enough bases for fulfilling the obligations of Rotterdam convention.

B. Statusof implementation of key obligations
There are 5 key obligations set by Rotterdam convention on parties, they are;
i.  Appointment of DNA;
Qatar had appointed two DNAs for Rotterdam convention; one for
pesticides and other for industrial chemicals;
ii.  Import responses (ICR);
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As of today Qatar had submitted 80% of (32 import responses out of 40) of
the required import responses. It fulfilled 10 import responses out of the
eleven for industrial chemicals and 76% (22 out of 29) of those for
pesticides. The plan indicated that all missing responses will be completed
within 5 months. There is some delay in fulfilling this obligation specially
when comparing the current situation to the corresponding situation in
2006 (88%, 36 ICRs out of 41) and Dec 2007 (82%, 32 ICRs out of 39).
Based on these figures Qatar showed some delay in submitting ICRs
compared to its previous situation when the plan was developed. However
according the information provided in the meeting and included in the
revised action plan Qatar submitted all the missing ICRs (8) but they were
not shown in country profile in the web site as there is the newly appointed
DNA is yet to be adopted by the secretariat. Apparently Qatar seems to
have no legal or procedural problem with submitting ICRs in both
categories; pesticides and industrial chemicals, probably they may need a
follow up by the secretariat to fulfill such obligation.

iii.  Notification of final regulatory actions (FRA).
In the action plan developed in 2006 Qatar had indicated they submitted
only one notification under the voluntary PIC procedure. In the developed
plan they indicated that they will review all the regulatory actions and
notify the secretariat with those who were not been notified yet. The plan
proposes formation of a task group from the environment, municipalities
and, health to set a mechanism for the implementation of all actions
required internally and externally. Since then until today Qatar did not
submitted any notifications of FRA. It seems Qatar probably might need
some assistance in documenting and reporting of old and new FRA.

iv.  Export notifications;
The prepared implementation plan of Qatar did not include export
notification. Other meetings (DNA meeting Dec 2007) did not indicate
that Qatar is manufacturing or exporting chemicals. The summary of
DNA meeting in Caro 2007 indicated that participating countries
(including Qatar) are receiving and acknowledging export notification.
Export notifications were mostly received from EU countries and to a
lesser extent from China and Switzerland.

v. Proposal of severely hazardous pesticide formulations (SHPF);
Similar to most parties there is no proposals of SHPF submitted by Qatar.
In the implementation plan Qatar indicated that they are working on a
medical service unit. Further they indicated that incident report forms will
be distributed to the units of environmental medicine to monitor poisoning
by pesticides.

C. Main constrains;

- Minor follow-up problem with submitting ICRs for both pesticides
and industrial chemicals;

- Submission of FRAS; There isno system in place for submission of
FRAs . There is a promise in the plan developed in 2006 that they
will form a multi-stake holder committee and a mechanism for
reviewing old notification, but no FRA was submitted yet;

- Proposal of SHPF; No system in place for documentation and
reporting of poisoning cases caused by SHPF under the prevailing
conditions;
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D. Overall conclusion and recommended actions,
- Apparently Qatar seems to have no legal or procedural problem

with submitting ICRs in both categories; pesticides and industrial

chemicals, probably they may need afollow up by the secretariat to

fulfill such obligation.

- Qatar probably might need some assistance in documenting and

reporting of old and new FRA.

- Support may be needed for

severely hazardous pesticide

formulations by setting up a system of documenting and reporting
poisoning cases by pesticides.
Table 3. Current status of implementation of key obligations of Rotterdam convention

in the State of Qatar, progress made, problems and recommendation

Obligation Action | Progress Proble | Recommendatio
done m n
Legal/administrativ | Enough | Yes satisfactor | No
e Infrastructures for y
Pesticide
S
Enough | Yes satisfactor | No
for y
Industrial
chemical
Appointment of Yes, 2| satisfactor | No
DNAs DNAs |y
Import responses Pesticide | 22(76% | satisfactor | No Follow-up
s )[29 |y
Industrial | 10 satisfactor | No Follow-up
Chemical | (91%) |y
[11]
Total 32(80% | satisfactor | No Follow-up
) y
Final  Regulatory | Annex3 | 0O Not Yes
Actions satisfactor
y
Non 0 Not Yes
Annex 3 satisfactor
y
Total 0 Not Yes Set up a system
satisfactor for
y documenting &
submission  of
FRA
Export notification | System
in  place
for
exporter
obligatio
n
System Yes satisfactor | No
in place y
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for
importer
obligatio
n
Severely hazardous | System No Not Yes Set up a system
pesticide in place satisfactor for monitoring
formulations y &
documentation
of poisoning

Saudi Arabia

The kingdom of Saudi Arabia joined the convention on 9/7/2000 and Saudi
representatives, from various agents, attended several international and regional
meetings related to this convention. The Saudi implementation plan was developed
during Near East sub-regional consultation held in Cairo May 2005. The plan was
developed by four delegates; two from agriculture, one from environment and one
from commerce and industry. Two national follow-up seminars were held in
September 2006 and June 2007. The last follow-up seminar was attended by 15
participants; 9 from ministry of agriculture, 2 from ministry of health, 2 from Saudi
Authority for Standardization, one from the ministry of municipalities and rural
affairs and one from private sector. The summary of current status, problems and
recommended actions are given in table 4. Legal aspects and key obligations are
discussed under the following subtitles.

A. Legidative and Administrative infrastructure;

About six relevant laws were mentioned in the action plan. These are;

- The regulation for import and export of chemicals, ministry of industry and
trade;

- Plant quarantine regulation, ministry of agriculture;

- The general regulation for environment, ministry of agriculture;

- Pesticide regulation, ministry of agriculture;

- The custom regulation, ministry of finance;

- Ministry of foreign affairs in coordination with concerned departments,
proposed an act for transport and handling of chemicals and deposition of
ratification of international conventions.

According to the information mentioned by Saudi delegates and included in the

revised implementation plan new decrees and decisions were mentioned. These

are;

- The royal decree No. M/67 dated 14/11/1427 Higra based on the cabinet
decisson No 256 dated 13/7/1427 Higra concerning the adoption of
agricultural pesticide regulation;

- The minister of agriculture decision No 9949 dated 14/2/1428 Higra
concerning the adoption the executive bylaw for the agricultural pesticide
regulation;

- Theunified custom regulation for countries of gulf cooperation council;

It seems that such laws provide enough bases for fulfilling the obligations of

Rotterdam convention.

B. Statusof implementation of key obligations
There are 5 key obligations set by Rotterdam convention on parties, they are;
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i.  Appointment of DNA;
Saudi Arabia had appointed two DNAS for Rotterdam convention; one for
pesticides and the other for industrial chemicals. This was considered
significant progress since no DNA was appointed in May 2005 when the
plan was devel oped.

ii.  Import responses (ICR);
As of today Saudi Arabia had submitted 73% of (29 import responses out
of 40) of the required import responses. It fulfilled al import responses for
the 29 pesticides and non for the eleven industrial chemicals. There is a
clear significant progress in fulfilling this obligation especially when
comparing the current situation to the corresponding situation in May 2005
and Dec 2007 where non of the import responses was submitted. Based on
current figures Saudi Arabia seems to have no problem with submitting
ICRs for pesticides but still having problem with industrial chemicals. It is
worth to mention that this significant progress of ICRs for pesticides
followed the second national follow-up seminar in June 2007 and the visit
of a pesticide expert between March-June 2009. The failure in ICRs for
industrial chemicals may be attributed to the lack of training for the second
DNA who had not attended both training sessions.

iii.  Notification of final regulatory actions (FRA);
As of today Saudi Arabia had submitted 76 notifications of FRAS, 56 for
non annex three chemicals and 20 for annex three chemicals. All the 76
notification were not verified by the secretariat, i.e. they are classified as
incomplete. Still Saudi Arabia had 46 un notified control actions?, all in
the pesticide category. Thisis considered a significant progress since there
is no notification submitted at the time the plan was developed in May
2007 or during the DNA meeting in Cairo 2007 and the second national
seminar in June 2007.

iv.  Export notifications;
Saudi implementation plan had indicated that nothing was done in the
matter in 2005 and 2007. The plan and its revised version indicated a
proposal for setting up a system for export notification in the country as
there are three operating formulation plants which may export some
regulated chemicals to neighboring countries in the middle east and north
Africa. The export of regulated chemicalsis quite limited and may proceed
only for very short period since national companies cannot get access to
the source of active ingredient from abroad after the issue of a regulatory
decision *. No awareness raising workshop or meeting was done to high
light the export obligations imposed by the ratification of Rotterdam
convention to the different national stake holders and no information
sharing system in place.

v. Proposal of severely hazardous pesticide formulations (SHPF);
Similar to most parties there is no proposals of SHPF submitted by Saudi
Arabia. The implementation plan speaks about some infrastructures
(establishing a poison centre with facilities needed for collection and

2 Source: Analysis of pesticide usein the kingdom of Saudi Arabia, A consultancy report, project;
UTF/SAU/025?SAU; Azhari Omer Abdelbagi, (2009)
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documentation of poisoning cases as well
environmental monitoring) to be established for

as Smilar centers for
monitoring and

documenting poisoning cases. Recent reports' indicated that still there is
no poison control centers exist in the Kingdom Saudi Arabia to regularly
report poisoning cases as well as no active NGOs dealing with the issue.
King Faysal Specialized hospital is the only body which sporadically
document and report the cases referred to it.

C. Main constrains,

Submission of ICRs for industrial chemicals;

Submission of FRAs for industrial chemicals;

Minor follow-up problem with submission of FRAsfor pesticides;
Export obligations; No system in place for sending export
notification and other information that should accompany the
export of regulated chemicals;

Proposal of SHPF; No system in place for documentation and
reporting of poisoning cases caused by SHPF under the prevailing
conditions;

D. Overall conclusion and recommended actions;

Saudi Arabia seems to have enough legal and administrative
infrastructures for  fulfilling key obligations of Rotterdam
convention;

The DNA for pesticides gained significant training which enabled
him to fulfill all ICRs and many of the notifications of FRAs for
pesticides;

The DNA for industrial chemicals need training to fulfill
obligations related to ICRs and notification of FRAS;

Support may be needed for setting up a system for fulfilling export
obligations;

Support may be needed for severely hazardous pesticide
formulations by setting up a system of documenting and reporting
poisoning cases by pesticides.

Table 4. Current status of implementation of key obligations of Rotterdam convention
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, progress made, problems and recommendation

Obligation Action Progress Proble | Recommendatio
done m n
Legal/administrati | Enough | Yes Satisfactor | No
ve Infrastructures | for y
Pesticide
S
Enough | Yes satisfactor | No
for y
Industria
I
chemical
Appointment  of Yes, 2 | satisfactor | No
DNAs DNAs y
Import responses | Pesticide | 29(100%) | satisfactor | No
S y
Industria | O Not Yes Training of
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I satisfactor DNA for
Chemica y Industrial
I chemicals
Total 29(73%)
Final Regulatory | Annex 3 | 20
Actions
Non 56
Annex 3
Total 76, al | Not Yes Traning and
incomplet | satisfactor follow-up  for
e and 46 |y pesticides, a
still system and
missing training for
industrial
chemicals
Export notification | System | No Not Yes Set up a system
in place satisfactor for export
for y obligations
exporter
obligatio
n
System | Yes satisfactor | No
in place y
for
importer
obligatio
n
Severely System | No Not Yes Set up a system
hazardous in place satisfactor for monitoring
pesticide y &
formulations documentation
of poisoning
L ebanon

Lebanon ratified the Convention as per law No.728 issued on 15th of May 2006. The
implementation plan for Lebanon was developed in Damascus 2006. Four delegates
from Lebanon prepared the plan; one from ministry of agriculture, one from ministry
of health, one from ministry of environment and one custom department. The plan
was revised in a national follow-up seminar held on 19-22 October 2008. The seminar
was attended by 19 participants; 7 from agriculture, 2 from industry, one from work,
one from custom department, 4 from international organizations and 3 from private
sector. The summary of current status, problems and recommended actions are given
in table 5. Legal aspects and key obligations are discussed under the following

subtitles.

A. Legidative and Administrative infrastructure;
A number of laws, decrees and decisions were issued to regulate pesticides use in
Lebanon; these are;
e 1968: - Law No. 6in 8/1/1968 : organizing the trade of pesticides, fertilizers

and forages in Lebanon
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1982:- Decree No. 5039 in 26/3/1982: organizing pesticides trade in Lebanon
1995 :- Decision No. 29/1 in 7/2/1995, followed by decision No. 392/1 in
24/12/2003, decision 280/1 in 15/9/2004, decision 59/1 in 26/2/2005
regulating entry , registration and use of pesticidesin Lebanon

1998:- Decision No. 92/1 in 20/5/1998: Pegticides label specifications and its
contents

1998:- Decision No. 94/1 in 20/5/1998: Ban of Import into Lebanon of Some
Pesticides

2001:-Decision No. 262/1 in 26/9/2001: Ban of Import into Lebanon of Some
Pesticides and Pesticides Formulations

2005:- Decision No. 59/1 on Pesticides registration, entry and use .

Industrial Chemicals are regulated in Lebanon through the Ministry of Environment
and Ministry of Industry. Lebanon is lacking a system for regulating industrial
chemicals. There is no estimation of industrial chemicals that entered Lebanon; this
due to the large numbers of private and public institutions importing industrial
chemicalsfor various purposes.

According to the information provided by the Lebanese delegates and included in the
revised implementation plans new laws, decrees or decisions were mentioned. These

are;

2008: Decision No 1/570 ban of import into Lebanon of Some Pesticides and
formulations.

2005: law No 690 The role of ministry of environment and its regulation
2009: Decree 2275 the regulation of units belonging to the ministry of
environment, their role and ownership;

1997: Decision 1/71 the regulation of import of waste to Lebanon;

1998: Decision the regulation of import of Asbestos;

2000: The law 4461 Custom regulation.

B. Status of implementation of key obligations
There are 5 key obligations set by Rotterdam convention on parties, they are;

Appointment of DNA;
Lebanon had appointed one DNA for Rotterdam convention for both
pesticides and industrial chemicals, athough the plan and its revised version
indicated a proposal for a separate DNA for industrial chemicals.

Import responses (ICR);
As of today Lebanon had submitted 65% of (26import responses out of 40) of
the required import responses. It fulfilled 72% (21 out of 29) of the import
responses for pesticides and 46% (5 out of 11) for the industrial chemicals.
There is no indication of number of missing responses in Nov 2006 when the
plan was developed. However according the information provided in the
meeting and included in the summary of the revised action plan Lebanon
submitted 33 ICR (83%) and left with only 7 missing ICR including TBTs and
6 industrial chemicals (PCBs and PBBs). A significant progress in fulfilling
this obligation is evident when comparing the current situation to the
corresponding situation Dec 2007 where only 38% (16 out of 39) of the import
responses were submitted. Submitted notifications during such period were
related to pesticides and non for industrial chemicals. Based on current figures
Lebanon seems to have minor problem with submitting ICRs for both
pesticides and industrial chemicals.

Notification of final regulatory actions (FRA);
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As of today Lebanon did not submitted any notifications of FRAS. The
plan and its revised version indicated that some notifications about some
pesticides were sent to the secretariat prior to the ratification of the
Rotterdam Convention. Further it indicated that remaining notifications
about pesticides listed in the Ban Decision (94/1 and 262/1) will be sent
later. Notifications about other dangerous chemicals will be sent later a so.
No time frame given.
This clearly indicate that there is a problem with documentation and
reporting of FRAS.
iv.  Export notification;
As stated in the plan and its revised version Lebanon is not an exporter of
chemicals and pesticides. The summary of DNA meeting held in Cairo
2007 indicated that participating countries (including Lebanon) are
acknowledging export notification received mostly from EU countries and
to lesser extend from China and Switzerland.
vi. Proposal of severely hazardous pesticide formulations (SHPF);
Similar to most parties there is no proposals of SHPF submitted by
Lebanon. It was stated in the plan and its revised version that there is no
infrastructure for monitoring and reporting of poisoning by pesticides. A
proposal for establishing poison control center with proper facilities and
trained staff was indicated in the plan and its revised version.
C. Main constrains;
- No enough lega and administrative bases for regulation of
industrial chemicals,
- A minor follow-up problem for submitting ICRs for pesticides;
- A major problem with submission of ICRsfor industrial chemicals;
- Submission of FRAS; There isno system in place for submission of
FRAs as evident by the existence of many old regulatory actions
mentioned in the plan in 2006 and not notified yet;
- Proposal of SHPF; No system in place for documentation and
reporting of poisoning cases caused by SHPF under the prevailing
conditions;

D. Overall conclusion and recommended actions,

- Lebanon seems to have enough lega and administrative
infrastructures for  fulfilling key obligations of Rotterdam
convention related to pesticides, but it need assistance in setting up
asystem for industrial chemicals;

- A DNA for industrial chemical who was supposed to be appointed
according to the plan was not yet nominated.

- The DNA who gained significant experience in submitting ICRs
may need some follow-up to complete missing ICRs especialy in
the pesticide category where no legal implications are expected. He
might need assistance in submitting ICRs for the rest of industria
chemicals;

- Support is needed for submitting notification of FRAS especially
since the plan indicated the existence of some un notified control
actions.

- Support may be needed for severely hazardous pesticide
formulations by setting up a system of documenting and reporting
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poisoning cases by pesticides i.e. establishing poison control
centers.
Table 5. Current status of implementation of key obligations of Rotterdam convention
in Lebanon, progress made, problems and recommendation

Obligation Action | Progress Proble | Recommendatio
done m n
Legal/administrativ | Enough | Yes satisfactor | No
e Infrastructures for y
Pesticide
S
Enough | Yes, but | satisfactor | minor | Revise/update or
for might y empower legal/
Industrial | need administrative
chemical | revision procedure
Appointment of Yes, Not Yes Appoint a
DNAs one satisfactor second DNA as
DNA y indicated in the
plan and the
follow up
seminar
Import responses Pesticide | 19(66% | Not Yes Follow up
S ) [28] satisfactor
y
Industrial | 5 (46%) | Not Yes Training of
Chemical satisfactor DNA for
y Industrial
chemicals if
appointed
Total 26(65%
)
Final  Regulatory | Annex3 | 0O
Actions
Non 0
Annex 3
Total 0 Not Yes Set up a system
satisfactor for
y documenting &
submission  of
FRA
Export notification | System
in  place
for
exporter
obligatio
n
System Yes satisfactor | No
in  place y
for
importer
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obligatio

n

Severely hazardous | System No Not Yes Set up a system

pesticide in place satisfactor for monitoring

formulations y &
documentation
of poisoning

Syrian Arab Republic

The Syrian Arab Republic ratified the Rotterdam convention on 24/9/2003. Its
national implementation plan was prepared during the Damascus sub regional
consultation in Nov 2006. The plan was drafted by Sparticipants from Syria; 2from
ministry of agriculture, 2 from ministry of heath and one from ministry of
environment. A national follow-up seminar was held in Damascus 29-30 October
2007. The seminar was attended by 32 participants; 6 from agriculture, 6 from
environment, 3 from health, one from industry, one from foreign trade, 2 from higher
education, one from custom department, one from defense, one from local media, one
from oil and mining, 3 from private sector, one from each of FAO and UNEP, and 4
NGOs. The summary of current status, problems and recommended actions are given
in table 6. Legal aspects and key obligations are discussed under the following
subtitles.

A. Legidative and Administrative infrastructure;
No regulations for pesticides mentioned in the plan and its revised version instead
there are number of decisions which were issued to regulate pesticides use in
Syria; these are;
- Ministry of health 1998 decision for import and handling of public health
pesticides;
- Ministry of agriculture 1976 decision for pesticide import and conditions
for import permissions;
- Ministry of agriculture decision for regulation of pesticide registration;
- Ministry of agriculture 2002 decision for regulating pesticide import and
export companies,
These are no existing regulations or decisions regarding industrial chemicals
mentioned in the plan. The revised version of the plan talked about updating
pesticides registration and handling legislations and regulations in Syria.
According to the information provided by the Syrian delegates during the
meeting and included the revised implementation plans other laws and
decisions were mentioned. These are;
» Thelegisative decree No 35;
» Thelaws of registration and handling of agricultural pesticides,
= Thelaw No 18 and decisions No;
G/ 24 ) Al /316 AN 5/ 128 Al &/ 18 Hlall &/ 64 Al
» Decisions of banning and restriction of agrochemicals;

Jusiise JsSsi9 0 5/ 1742 Y5 /1193 Y5/ 754 5/ 3023 5/1969 </ 10 Y5/ 1960 </196
Montréal protocol
= Certain decisionsrelated to veterinary material and its banning;
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= The circular of the ministry of economy related to restriction zinc
phosphide;

= The circulars of the ministry of agriculture related to restriction of
aluminum phosphide and its restricted use;

» The decison related to banning of certain solvents and carriers in
agricultural pesticides No 2431,

» The decisions related to restriction of certain industrial materials such as
different types of asbestos, mercuric chloride and cyanides.

B. Status of implementation of key obligations
There are 5 key obligations set by Rotterdam convention on parties, they are;

iv.

Appointment of DNA;
Syria had appointed one DNA for Rotterdam convention for both pesticides
and industrial chemicals,

Import responses (ICR);
As of today Syria had submitted 80% of (32 import responses out of 40) of the
required import responses. It fulfilled al the import responses for pesticides
and 27% (3 out of 11) for the industrial chemicals. A significant progress in
fulfilling this obligation is evident when comparing the current situation to the
corresponding situation in Nov 2006 when the plan was developed (17 ICRs
out of 41, i.e. 41%, with 15 ICRs for pesticides and 2 for industrial chemicals)
and the follow-ups in October and Dec 2007 where 61% (24 ICRs out of 39
with 24 for pesticides and 3 for industrial chemicals) of the import responses
were submitted. Submitted notifications during such period were mostly
related to pesticides and one for industrial chemicals. Based on current figures
Syria seems to have no problem with submitting ICRs for pesticides but might
have problem with industrial chemicals. This problem of industrial chemicals
was indicated in the plan and its revised version as reflected in the following
Quotations;

1. Slow coordination and response from the concerned authorities.

2. Lack of Databases which could assist in decisions making

3. Difficultiesto reach final decisions regarding industrial chemicals due

to the multiuse industrial purposes particularly in small industries.

Notification of final regulatory actions (FRA);

As of today Syria did not submitted any notifications of FRAs. The plan and
its revised version indicated that the country will work to fulfill such
obligation but requested support for that including build up of national data
bases for chemical and improvement of coordination and cooperation between
various stake holders. This clearly indicate that there is a problem with
documentation and reporting of FRAS. According to the information made
available during the meeting and included in the summary of action plan
about 4 notifications for 4 pesticides (carbaryl, permethrin, malathion and
amitraz) banned for use in agriculture were sent by Syria and under gone
preliminary review by the secretariat which requested additional information.

Export notification;
As stated in the plan and its revised version Syriais not an exporter of banned
or severely restricted chemicals and pesticides. Further it was stated in the
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plan that Syria is working in developing a system for regulation of pesticide
export. The summary of DNA meeting held in Cairo 2007 indicated that
participating countries (including Syria) are acknowledging export notification
mostly received from EU countries and to lesser extend from China and
Switzerland.
v.  Proposal of severely hazardous pesticide formulations (SHPF);
Similar to most parties there is no proposals of SHPF submitted by Syria. It
was stated in the plan and its revised version that there is no infrastructure for
monitoring and reporting of poisoning by pesticides. A proposal for
empowering Damascus poison control center with proper facilities and trained
staff was indicated in the plan and its revised version.
C. Main constrains,

No enough lega and administrative bases for regulation of
industrial chemicals,

Problem with submission of ICRsfor industrial chemicals;
Submission of FRAS; Thereis no system in place for submission of
FRAs. A request for support to build -up a national data bases for
chemical and improvement of coordination and cooperation
between various stake holders was mentioned in plan to overcome
such a problem;

Proposal of SHPF; No sufficient system in place for documentation
and reporting of poisoning cases caused by SHPF under the
prevailing conditions,

D. Overall conclusion and recommended actions;

No regulation for pesticides mentioned in the plan and its revised
version, instead there is number of decisions issued to regulate
pesticides use in Syria. The revised version of the plan talked about
updating pesticides registration and handling legislations and
regulationsin Syria.

These are no existing regulations or decisions regarding industrial
chemicals mentioned.

Syria seems to have no problem with submitting ICRs for
pesticides but might have problem with industrial chemicals and
support may be needed in this areg;

Support is needed for submitting notification of FRASs by setting up
data bases for chemicals and improving coordination between
various stakeholders;

Support may be needed for severely hazardous pesticide
formulations by setting up a system of documenting and reporting
poisoning cases by pesticides i.e. by empowering the poison center
in Damascus and linking it with rural hospitals.

Table 6. Current status of implementation of key obligations of Rotterdam convention
in Syria, progress made, problems and recommendation

Obligation Action Progress Proble | Recommendatio
done m n
Legal/administrativ | Enough | Yes satisfactor | No
e Infrastructures for y
Pesticide
S
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Enough | No Not Yes Revise/update or
for satisfactor put legal/
Industrial y administrative
chemical procedure
Appointment  of Yes, one | satisfactor | No
DNAs DNA y
Import responses Pesticide | 29(100% | satisfactor | No
S ) y
Industrial | 3(27%) Not Yes Revise/update or
Chemica satisfactor put legal/
y administrative
procedure
Total 32(80%)
Final  Regulatory | Annex 3 | 0
Actions
Non 01[4]
Annex 3
Total 0[4] Not Yes Set up a system
satisfactor for
y documenting &
submission  of
FRA
Export notification | System
in place
for
exporter
obligatio
n
System Yes satisfactor | No
in place y
for
importer
obligatio
n
Severely hazardous | System No Not Yes Set up a system
pesticide in place satisfactor for monitoring
formulations y &
documentation
of poisoning
Yemen

The Republic of Yemen has ratified the Convention on May 2006 and became party
in August 2006. The Yemeni implementation plan for Rotterdam convention was
developed during Damascus sub regional consultation in Nov. 2006. The plan was
developed by two participants from Yemen; one from agriculture and one from
custom department. The plan was revised during the national follow up seminar held
in Sanaa 5™ Jan 2008. About 29 participants attended the seminar representing the
following sectors; 18 from ministry of agriculture, 4 from ministry of environment, 3
from ministry of health, 2 from custom department and one from daily news. The
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summary of current status, problems and recommended actions are given in table 7.
Legal aspects and key obligations are discussed under the following subtitles.
A. Legidative and Administrative infrastructure;
The legal/administrative bases for pesticides and industrial chemicals regulation
and handling in Y emen are:

- Agricultura pesticide law No. 25 /1999.

- List of banned pesticides.

- List of registered pesticides.

- Law for environmental protection 1995.

- National committee for Pesticides Registration.

There is no sufficient regulation for industrial chemicals.

According to the information provided by the Yemeni delegates during the meeting
and included in the revised implementation plan other laws, or more details of
regulatory and administrative infrastructures were given. These are;

The environmental protection act No 26 for the year 1995 and its executive
bylaw No 148 for the year 2000;
The issue of the law No 25 on the regulation of handling of plant pesticides;
The issue of the executive bylaw No 10 on the regulation of handling of plant
pesticides which include;

0 The manual of pesticide registration, manual of pesticide handling and

relevant forms;

The formation of the technical committee for pesticides;
The issue of the ministerial decision on the formation of the pesticide
registration committee (from all relevant stake holders);
The issue of the ministerial decision on the formation of the pesticide handling
technical committee;

B. Statusof implementation of key obligations
There are 5 key obligations set by Rotterdam convention on parties, they are;

A. Appointment of DNA;

Y emen had appointed two DNASs for Rotterdam convention; one for pesticides
and one for industrial chemicals,

B. Import responses (ICR);

As of today Yemen had submitted 70% of (28 import responses out of 40) of
the required import responses. It fulfilled 28 import responses for pesticides
out of the 29 required, while non for the industrial chemicals. A significant
progress in fulfilling this obligation is evident when comparing the current
Situation to the corresponding situation in Nov 2006 when the plan was
developed and the follow-ups in Dec 2007 and Jan 2008 where no ICR was
submitted. Based on current figures Yemen seems to have no problem with
submitting ICRs for pesticides but it have problem with industrial chemicals.
This problem of industrial chemicals was indicated in the plan and its revised
version as reflected in the main recommendation of the national follow up
seminar;

"Strengthen the infrastructure for industrial chemicals management; 2)
Provide technical support in all areas related to industrial chemicals
management; 3) Establish a harmonized system for industrial chemicals; 4)
The Secretariat to technically support and assist in capacity building for the
convention’s implementation. "
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C. Notification of final regulatory actions (FRA);
As of today Yemen did not submitted any notifications of FRAS. The plan
and its revised version indicated that the country will work to fulfill such
obligation but it requested support for that including training and
improvement of coordination, cooperation and information exchange
between various stake holders. This clearly indicate that there is a problem
with documentation and reporting of FRAS.
D. Export notification;
As stated in the plan and its revised version Yemen is not an exporter
chemicals and pesticides. Further it was stated in the plan that export of
chemicals is limited to obsolete stocks which are shipped abroad for
disposal in accordance with relevant international conventions. The
summary of DNA meeting held in Cairo 2007 indicated that participating
countries (including Yemen) are acknowledging export notification
received mostly from EU countries and to lesser extend from China and
Switzerland.
E. Proposal of severely hazardous pesticide formulations (SHPF);
Similar to most parties there is no proposals of SHPF submitted by
Yemen. It was stated in the plan and its revised version that there is no
infrastructure for monitoring and reporting of poisoning by pesticides. A
proposal for establishing a poison control center with proper facilities and
trained staff was indicated in the plan and its revised version.
C. Main constrains;
- No enough legal and administrative bases for regulation of
industrial chemicals,
- Problem with submission of ICRsfor industrial chemicals;
- Submission of FRAS; There isno system in place for submission of
FRAs. A request for support to build -up a national data bases for
chemical and improvement of coordination and cooperation
between various stake holders was mentioned in plan to overcome
such a problem;
- Proposal of SHPF; No system in place for documentation and
reporting of poisoning cases caused by SHPF under the prevailing
conditions;

D. Overall conclusion and recommended actions;

- Yemen seem to have satisfactory legal basesfor pesticides;

- These are no sufficient regulations regarding industrial chemicals;

- Yemen seems to have no problem with submitting ICRs for
pesticides but might have problem with industrial chemicals and
support may be needed in this areg;

- Support is needed for submitting notification of FRAS by setting up
data bases for chemicals and improving coordination between
various stakeholders;

- Support may be needed for severely hazardous pesticide
formulations by setting up a system of documenting and reporting
poisoning cases by pesticides i.e. by establishing a poison control
center and furnishing with trained staff and technical facilities.
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Table 7. Current status of implementation of key obligations of Rotterdam convention

in Y emen, progress made, problems and recommendation

Obligation Action | Progress Proble | Recommendatio
done m n
Legal/administrativ | Enough | Yes satisfactor | No
e Infrastructures for y
Pesticide
S
Enough | No Not Yes Revise/update or
for satisfactor put legal/
Industrial y administrative
chemical procedure
Appointment of Yes, 2| satisfactor | No
DNAs DNAs |y
Import responses Pesticide | 28 satisfactor | No
S (97%) |y
Industrial | O Not Yes Revise/update or
Chemical satisfactor put legal/
y administrative
procedure
Total 28(70%
)
Final  Regulatory | Annex3 | 0O
Actions
Non 0
Annex 3
Total 0 Not Yes Set up a system
satisfactor for
y documenting &
submission  of
FRA
Export notification | System
in place
for
exporter
obligatio
n
System Yes satisfactor | No
in place y
for
importer
obligatio
n
Severely hazardous | System No Not Yes Set up a system
pesticide in place satisfactor for monitoring
formulations y &
documentation
of poisoning
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Second; Overall statusin the seven countries;

The overall status in the participating are tackled under the following sub-titles;

A. The balance of participation in the sub-regional consolations;

The distribution of participants in the various sub-regional consultations where the
plan was developed is given Table 8 below;

Table 8. The distribution of participants in the various sub-regional consultations

Sector No of
participants

Agriculture 39

Environment 21

Health 4

Custom 6

Industry 1

Foreign affairs 1

Total 72

Analysis:

1. Participants from industry were quite few (only one) although about 1/4 of the
chemicals subject to the PIC were industrials;

B. Implementation of key obligations:

1. Appointment of DNA:
All the 7 parties appointed one or more DNAs asindicated in table 9 below;
Table 9. DNAs in the seven Near East countries.

No | Country DNAs when plan was | No of Date of Ratification/
developed DNAs accession

1 | Jordan 2 2 22/7/2002

2 | Lebanon 1 1 5/2006

3 | Oman 2 2 31/1/2000

4 | Qatar 2 2 10/12/2004

5 | Saudi 0 2 7/9/2000

Arabia
6 | Syria 1 1 24/9/2003
7 | Yemen 2 2 4/2/2006

2. lmport responses

The cases of failure to submit import responses since the time where action plans
were developed is given in 11 below.
Table 11. Cases of failure to submit import responses in the participating countries.

Country | Workshop | Missing Time Current failure (country profile in the web
responses | frame to | Site)
at fulfill the | Pesticides | Industrial | Total | Analysis
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workshop | obligation chemicals
Jordan Cairo 7 Before 4 (14%) 0 4 No clear
May 2005 end of Oct (10%) | problem
2005
Saudi Cairo 39 Promise to | O 11(100%) | 11 Problem
Arabia | May 2005 fulfill &l (28%) | with
obligation industrial
chemicals
Oman Muscat 5 (2| Oneyear | 1(4%) 0 1(3%) | No clear
May 2006 | pesticides problem
+ 3
industrial
chemicals
)
Qatar Muscat 5 One 7 (24%) 1 (9%) 8 Relatively
May 2006 Month (20%) | minor
problem
with
Pesticides
Syria Damascus | 10 Remaining | O 8 (73%) 8 Problem
Nov 2006 | pesticides | Pesticides (20%) | with
(10) Industrial
within one chemicals
month,
Industrial
chemicals
within 6
months
Lebanon | Damascus 2" half of | 10(34%) |4 (36%) |14 Problem
Nov 2006 2007 (35%) | with both
Yemen | Damascus | 39 Six 1(4%) 11(100%) | 12 Problem
Nov 2006 months (30%) | with
from Dec industrial
2006 chemicals
Analysis;

e Tota failure in the 7 countries is 21% (58 cases out of a possible 280)
compared to 47% in December 2007.

(0-100%);
e Some countries have clear indication of problems with industrial chemicals
(Yemen, Syria, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia). Therefore the need for assistance
regarding import decisions for industrial chemicals is evident. Countries seem to
have a sufficient regulatory and administrative basis to provide import responses
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Clear and significant progressisindicated in all countries,

None of the ten countries have fulfilled all required responses;
Oman and Jordan are the best (<10%), followed by Qatar (20%).
The cases of failure in the rest of the countries ranged between 20-35%;
Problems with pesticides (< 34%) far less than those with industrial chemicals




for pesticides through the registration process, whereas no comparable
registration processesisin place for industrial chemicals.

Some countries such as Oman, Jordan and Qatar appeared to have no
problem;

Countries requested sub-regional workshops on industrial chemicals management
and regulation with five participants from each country, participants from the
industrial sector to be included.

Countries asked for availability of forms and instructionsin Arabic.

3. Notification of final regulatory actions
The status of natifications of final regulatory in the participating countriesis given in
table 10 below.
Table 10. The status of notifications of final regulatory in the participating countries

No | Country | Total Naotifications Complete | Incomplete | Note
Annex 3| Non Total
chemicals | annex 3
chemicals
1 | Jordan 3 9 12 11 1
2 | Lebanon |0 0 0
3 | Oman 0 0 0
4 | Qatar 0 0 0 1 under
the
voluntary
PIC
5 | Saudi 20 56 76 0 76 Out of
Arabia 122
control
action in
the
pesticide
category®
6 | Syria 0 0 0
7 |Yemen |0 0 0
Analysis;
e About 12 notifications, eleven of them were complete, were submitted by
Jordan;
e About 76, al incomplete, notifications from Saudi Arabia with 56 for non
annex three chemicals and 46 missing notifications in the pesticide category;
e Onefrom Qatar (under voluntary procedure);
e No natifications from other countries despite the presence of a number of
banned or severely restricted materialsin all countries.
4. Export obligations;

Exporters of chemicals;

3 Source: Analysis of pesticide usein the kingdom of Saudi Arabia, A consultancy report, project;
UTF/SAU/0257SAU; Azhari Omer Abdelbagi, (2009)
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- Only two countries, Jordan and Saudi Arabia are exporters of
chemicals;

- Both indicated the need to establish a system for fulfilling export
obligations such as sending export notification and the required
information to accompany the export of regulated chemical, preventing
export contrary to import decision in importing parties and stopping
local production for domestic use when the submitted import response
iS No consent;

ii.  Importers of chemicals,

- Countries indicated in their plan and the sub-regional follow-up
meeting that they are receiving and acknowledging the export
notifications mostly received from EU countries and to a lesser extent
from China and Switzerland;

5. Severely hazardous pesticide for mulations (SHPF)

e None of the participating countries had submitted any proposal of
SHPF;

e There is no sufficient mechanism in place to report and document
poisoning cases by pesticides.

e A need for establishing or empowering existing poison control centers
and centers for environmental incidents was indicated;

e Training of staff in diagnosis and reporting of incidents was asked for;

e Training of national officialsin export obligations was also indicated.

Third; Executive summary of main constrains and recommendations
A. Summary of main constrains,

- All countries have problem with documenting and reporting of
poisoning cases by pesticides and therefore they could not submit
proposal of SHPFs;

- Two countries which are exporters of chemicals (Jordan and Saudi
Arabia) have no system in place to fulfill export obligations for
regulated chemicals;

- No sufficient legal or administrative bases for regulation of industrial
chemical in four countries (Y emen, Saudi Arabia, Syriaand Lebanon);

- Problem with submitting FRAs in all countries except Jordan and
Saudi Arabia (industrial chemicals only);

- Minor follow-up problem of submitting ICRs for pesticides in few
countries (Qatar, Lebanon);

- Problem of submitting ICRs for industrial chemicals is evident in four
countries (Yemen, Syria, Lebanon, and Saudi Arabia).

- Limited number of participants from industrial sector in the sub-
regional consultations although 1/4™ of the PIC chemicals belong this
sector;

B. Recommendations;

- Support to al countries regarding documentation and reporting of
poisoning cases by pesticides by establishing or empowering
poisoning centers and availing appropriate training and facilities;

- Setting up a system to fulfill export obligations in Jordan and Saudi
Arabiawhich are exporters of chemicals;

- Setting up system for submitting FRAs in most countries { Lebanon,
Syria, Yemen. Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia (for industrial chemicals)};
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This might include support on how to document and report decisions
on chemicals and pesticides and how to submit notification on FRAS;
Support in setting up sufficient legal or administrative bases for
regulating industrial chemical in four countries (Yemen, Lebanon,
Syria, Saudi Arabia) to assist them in submitting ICRs for industrial
chemicals;

Follow-up with two countries (Lebanon and Qatar) to submit missing
ICRs for pesticides. Also the follow up should include others which
miss few |ICRs as well.

Involve more participants from industrial sector in future relevant
workshops and avail training to this group;

General recommendations;

Translation of forms and instructions to Arabic;

Training of custom officials in fulfilling the national and international
obligations;

Training of DNASs and supporting staff in fulfilling the national and
international obligations;

Set up an effective communication method to improve coordination
and information exchange between DNASs and various national stake
holders such as custom officials, industry chamber, importers and
exporters,

Proceedings of the Near East Consultation on the Rotterdam
Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain
Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, Cairo,
Egypt 29 May — 1 June 2005.

Proceedings of the Sub Regional Meeting for the Gulf Council
Countries (GCC) about the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior
Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and
Pesticides in International Trade. Muscat, Oman, 21-24 May 2006.
Proceedings of the Sub Regional Consultation about the
Implementation of the Rotterdam Convention: Irag, Lebanon, Syria,
Y emen and Sudan, Damascus, Syria, 6-9 November 2006.
Taher El Azzabi. Back to office report of national follow-up seminar
for Saudi Arabia, June 2007,
Taher El Azzabi. Back to office report of national follow-up seminar
for Lebanon, Oct 2008;
Taher El Azzabi. Back to office report of national follow-up seminar
for Yemen, Jan 2008;
Taher El Azzabi. Back to office report of national follow-up seminar
for Syria, Oct 2007,
PIC CIRCULAR XXV — June 2007, the Secretariat of the Rotterdam
Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain
Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, UNEP\
FAO, Geneval, Rome.
Previous PIC circulars
Country profile, Convention Web Site: www.pic.int

Information given in the revised implementation plans (during
the meeting).
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Executive summary of the revised implementation plan for Rotterdam
convention in Jor dan
Sub regional consultation to revise the National Action Plansor strategiesfor the
implementation of the Rotterdam Convention for seven Near East countries
Aleppo, Syria 20-24 June 2010
Introduction
Jordan ratified the Rotterdam convention on the 22/07/2002 and participated in a
number of international and regional meetings and conferences relevant to this
convention. Among these is the sub regional workshop held in Aleppo, Syria between
20-24/6/2010.
Objectives of the workshop
The workshop was held within the frame work of the secretariat activities in the
region. The main objective of the workshop is to review the national implementation
plan and the progress made in fulfilling the main obligations.
Participants

1. Eng. Mohammed Y ounes, Ministry of Environment;

2. Eng. FidaaAli Al-Rawabdeh. Ministry of Agriculture;

3. Eng. Asma Al Qadi, Ministry of Health;

4. Colonel Ibrahim Al-Mobeidin, Custom authority, Ministry of Finance.
Overview of legal and administrative infrastructures for the management of
chemicals and pesticides;

Chemicals and pesticides are managed in Jordan in accordance with following laws
and regulations;

3. Health law No. 47 for the year 2008 and its related bylaws, directives and

decisions;

4. The interim agricultural law number 44 for the year 2002 and its related

bylaws, directives and decisions,

5. Environmental protection law No. 52 for the year 2006 and its related bylaws,

directives and decisions;

What has been done at national level?

e List of banned and severely restricted materials,

e According to custom tariffs the imported chemicals and pesticides will be
transferred to relevant authorities for studies according to issued lists;

e A project for integrated information system for hazardous chemical
management was established;

¢ Regarding the persistent organic pollutants a national inventory was done
and project documents for disposal were prepared. Currently projects are
in the process of searching for suitable funding;

e Currently disposal of poly chlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) is under way
through a project funded by the government of Jordan, Jordanian private
sector, Global Environment Facility (GEF) and UNDP-Jordan;

e Generdly there is no export of banned or severely restricted chemicals
from Jordan, as Jordan is mainly an importer of raw material. However
there is cases of export of some pesticides through the ministry of industry
and trade but they should be registered in the ministry of agriculture;

¢ Regarding import responses, Jordan had sent 39 import responses and the
remaining import response will be sent by the end of next month;

e About 12 notifications were sent to the secretariat. The remaining
notifications about regulated chemicals will be sent in the nearest possible
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time line, however those for regulated pesticides will be sent by the end of
this year. Forms will be sent as soon as they werefilled.

Challenges

1.

2.

3.

4.

5

Lack of sufficient information about places where chemicals are used as well
as imported and used quantities;

Lack of sufficient information about alternatives used internationally and its
health effects;

Limited qualified human resources in the area of chemical and pesticide
management and the absence of continuous training which would promote
their skills and efficiency;

Limited awareness about safe use of pesticides causing poisoning cases,
Limited consultation between national authorities.

Future next steps

Notifying the secretariat with new regulatory actions for chemicals and
pesticides (for health and/or environmental reasons) contained in the
decisions of various government authorities and any later up dates;

Set up of suitable work mechanism between national authorities and focal
point for the implementation of the convention with relevant ministries such
as; ministry of industry and trade, custom authority and the Jordanian industry
chamber for the purpose of regulating export and import of chemicals and
pesticides.

Recommendations

1

2.

3.

Concentrating on continuous training for national staff through local and
regional workshops for the purpose of awareness raising about the convention;
Assistance in establishing electronic archives for information and national
decisions;

Access to the experience of developed countries in the control of import,
export and handling of chemicals and pesticides;

Information exchange regarding import, export and handling of chemicals and
pesticides between neighboring Arab countries through establishment of
information network between these countries,

Assistance in establishment of a system for fulfilling export obligations for
pesticides through a training and awareness raising workshop with participants
from the private sector including importers and exporters as well as
government officials ( including DNAs and focal point) and other relevant
stake holders;

Assistance in promotion of the national infrastructure for monitoring and
documentation of cases of poisoning by pesticides through a support to the
existing poison centers including training and suitable equipments in
cooperation with the ministry of agriculture, health and general security.
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Executive summary of the revised implementation plan for Rotterdam
convention in Lebanon
Sub regional consultation to revise the National Action Plansor strategiesfor the
implementation of the Rotterdam Convention for seven Near East countries
Aleppo, Syria 20-24 June 2010.
Introduction
Objectives of the workshop
The workshop aimed at the follow up of the implementation of Rotterdam convention
in the participating countries, identification of obstacles, suggestion of solutions and
the formation of implementation mechanism of these suggestions in each country.
Ratification of the convention
Lebanon ratified the convention on 13/11/2006 through the law No 728 dated
15/6/2006. A number of decrees, laws and decisions were issued to regulate pesticides

and industrial chemicalsin Lebanon. These are indicated in the table below;

Text Title Date of issue | Concerned
agent

Law No | Regulation of trade in pesticides, | 8/1/1968 Ministry

6 fertilizers and forages in Lebanon of Agric.

Decree Regulation of trade in pesticides in | 26/3/1982

No 5039 | Lebanon and the formation a committee

for agric, pesticides

Decision | The regulation of registration, entry and | 7/2/1995

No 1/29 | use of pesticidesin Lebanon

Decision 24/12/2003

No 1/392

Decision 15/9/2004

No 1/280

Decision 26/2/2005

No 1/59

Decision | Specification of the information to be in | 20/5/1988

No 1/92 | label of pesticides

Decision | Banning the import and use of some | 20/5/1988

No 1/94 | pesticides and formulations

Decision 26/9/2001

No 262/

Decision 24/12/2008

No 1/570

Law No | The role of ministry of environment and | 26/8/2005 Ministry

690 its regulation of

Decree | The regulation of units belonging to the | 15/6/2009 environme

No 2275 | ministry of environment, their role and nt

ownership

Decision | The regulation of import of waste to | 19/5/1997

No 1/71 | Lebanon

Decision | The regulation of import of Asbestos 6/12/1998 Ministries

No 1/174 of hedth
and
environme
nt
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The law | Custom regulation 30/12/2000 Custom
No 4461 departmen
t

Repr esentatives of ministries and administration in the wor kshop
1. Mr. Imad Nahhal ; Head of Plant Protection Department, Ministry of
Agriculture;
2. Mr. Bechir eid; Principal Inspector, The General Directorate of Lebanese
Customs;
3. Dr. Raymond Semaan; Directorate of Malaria Programme, Ministry of Health;
4. Dr. Hanna Bou Habib; Ministry of Environment.
The current status of theimplementation of Rotterdam convention in L ebanon
Agricultural pesticides;
Responsible authorities;
= Plant pharmacology unit, ministry of agriculture, department of plant
protection;
= The pesticide committee which is composed from various governmental
(agriculture, health, environment, economy ...etc) and private sector (various
occupations; saler, importers ...etc);
Decision making mechanisms
» Periodical review based information from various sources or addition of a
pesticide to annex three of Rotterdam convention;
DNA receives notification from the secretariat and supporting documents (DGD);
The case is presented to the pesticide committee during its regular meetings,
Recommendation to the minister of agriculture (Bann, allow use ...etc);
Decision by the minister of agriculture (Bann, allow use ...etc);
The decision is distributed and published (concerned ministries. national gazette,
customs, members of pesticide committee, and representatives of various
occupations).
Industrial chemicals;
Responsible authorities;
The ministry of environment is the responsible authority.
Decision making mechanisms
» Periodical review based information from various sources or addition of a
chemical to annex three of Rotterdam convention;
DNA receives notification from the secretariat and supporting documents (DGD);
Recommendation to the minister of environment (Bann, allow use ...etc);
Decision by the minister of environment (Bann, allow use ...etc);
The decision is distributed and published (concerned ministries. national gazette,
customs and representatives of various occupations).
Import responses;
Import responses were sent for;
= 24 pesticides;
= 4 Severely hazardous pesticide formulations (SHPFs);
» Fiveindustrial chemicals (Asbestos);
» The drug committee agreed to ban TBTs and the decision will be issued shortly;
» No decision was taken yet regarding six industrial chemicals (PCBs and PBBS);
Notifications of final regulatory actions (NFRAS) and proposals of SHPFs,
No NFRAs was sent for the following reasons,
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= Shortage of human resources and no full time personnel for performing this
job;
No proposal of SHPF was sent for the following reasons,
= Un availability of information about poisoning cases by pesticides and its
various formulations and un capability to collect and analyze such
information;
Export notifications;
= Lebanon isan importing country;
= Banning decisions of chemicals include also import, use, formulation and
export at the same time;
= Lebanon isnot formulating or exporting any annex three chemicals;
= Export notifications are received from EU, USA and others;
= The acknowledgement of received export notifications is quickly and
continuously done;
Difficulties facing implementation;
= Gabsin regulations;
= Lack of cooperation and coordination;
= |nsufficient control over implementation;
= Shortage in human resources;
= Deficiency in training and technical experience;
= Lack of finance.
Suggested solutions,
= |ssue of required regulations in due time;
= Setting a system for chemical management in conformity with GHS;
= Development of the administrative system for agricultural pesticides (currently
under way);
= Capacity building of human resources in term of number, training and
preparedness (employment under way);
= Notification and registration of poisoning cases by pesticides and chemicals,
= Training of health observersin municipalities and forensic medical officers;
Priorities of what should be done in various aspects,
Import responses for pesticides and industrial chemicals

Order | Steps/ obligations Time | Responsible Current status

frame | Authority

1 Sending import | One Ministry of | Import responses
responses for the 6| month | environment were sent for 5
industrial chemicals industrial chemicals
(PCBs & PBBs)

2 Sending import | One Ministry of | Import responses
responses for one | month | agriculture were sent for 24
pesticide pesticides and 4

SHPFs

3 Training and ordering | 6 Ministry of | No specialized full
employees to work on | months | agriculture time  team for
full time bases in| One Ministry of | implementation  of
fulfilling and follow up | year environment the obligations of
the implementation of Rotterdam
Rotterdam convention convention
including sending
import responses and
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NFRASs

Establishment of a| One Ministry of
registration system and | and environment and
national data base for | half ministry of health
chemicals and | year in cooperation
pesticides and survey with other
of factories including relevant

the safety issues and

monitoring of
poisoning cases caused
by such chemica

(ministries of health &
work)

administrations

The ministry  of
agriculture is
currently developing
the system of
pesticide

management through
the adoption of the
PSMS system
developed by FAO
after necessary
amendments

Notification of final regulatory actions

Order | Steps/ obligations Time Responsible | Current status
frame | Authority

5 Sending NFRAs for | Start Ministry of | No specialized full
nationally regulated | after environment | time team for
industrial chemicals one implementation of the

year obligations of

Sending NFRAs  for | Start Ministry of | Rotterdam convention
nationally regulated | after 6 | agriculture such as NFRAs
pesticides months

6 Training and ordering | Start Ministry of | No speciaized full
employees to work on full | after agriculture time team for
time bases in fulfilling and | one implementation of the
follow up the | year obligations of
implementation of | Start Ministry of | Rotterdam convention
Rotterdam convention | after 6 | environment
including sending import | months
responses and NFRAS

Proposals of SHPFs

Order | Steps/ obligations Timeframe | Responsible Current status

Authority

7 Establishment of | oneyear Ministry of | No specialized
regional centers for environment regional centers
monitoring and for  monitoring
documentation of and notification
environmental pollution about poisoning
and poisoning cases by cases by
pesticides, its pesticides
registration and
notification of
concerned authority
(environment)

8 Development of forms | 2 months Ministry of | No existing
for environmental environment forms
pollution and poisoning
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9 Training of employees | one year and | Ministry of
on monitoring and | ahalf environment
documentation of
poisoning cases by
pesticides through
national workshops

10 Training workshops for | One year Ministry of | health observers
training of  health general health | in municipalities
observers in in cooperation | and forensic
municipalities and with ministries | medical staff are
forensic medical staff of agriculture, | not trained in
on diagnosis of environment doing such jobs
poisoning cases by and others
pesticides, its
registration and
notification of
concerned
governmental  entities
(ministry of health)

11 Training workshops for | 6 months Ministry of | Concerned
training of concerned general  hedth | workers in
workers in hospitals on in cooperation | hospitals are not
diagnosis of poisoning with ministries | trained in doing
cases by pesticides, its of agriculture, | suchjobs
registration and environment
notification of and others
concerned
governmental  entities
(ministry of health)

12 Coordination between | Immediately | All  concerned | Individual efforts
concerned authorities in ministries  and
such issue customs

Export notifications,

Order | Steps/ obligations Time Responsible Current status

frame Authority

13 Training workshops for | 6 Ministry of | No  specialized
concerned employees to | months | agriculture team to execute
execute these duties in due | oneyear | Ministry of | the obligations of
time environment Rotterdam

convention

14 Requesting financial and | one year | Ministry of
technical support from the | and  a| environment
secretariat  for  training | half and ministry of
purposes and fast health
implementation of this plan
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The plan will be executed from this date;
Recommendations;
= Organization of specialized workshops for concerned technicians in diagnosis,
registration and notification of poisoning cases and environmental pollution by
pesticides and industrial chemicals;
= Guarantee of technical support for establishment of the bases for the
management of industrial chemicals.
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Executive summary of the revised implementation plan for Rotterdam
convention in Oman

Sub regional consultation to revise the National Action Plansor strategiesfor the

implementation of the Rotterdam Convention for seven Near East countries

Aleppo, Syria 20-24 June 2010.

[ ntroduction;
The Oman sultanate joined the Rotterdam convention on 25/10/1999 in accordance to
the sultanic decree No 81/99. The Omani Sultanate issued a number of Sultanic
decrees and ministerial decisons aiming at proper management of chemicals and
pesticides as well as monitoring and control of poisoning cases. These legislations
included the Sultanic decree number 46/95 related to the legislation of handling and
use of chemicals and the ministerial decision 25/2009 related to the regulation of
handling and use of chemicals. Regarding pesticide management the ministry efforts
resulted in the issue of the Sulanic decree No. 64/2006 reflecting the issuance of the
pesticide act, a unified act for all countries under the gulf cooperation council. Also
the ministry issued the ministerial decision No. 179/2007 which included the list of
banned and restricted pesticides. Further the ministry of health issued the decision No
102/2003 which described a formation of a consultation committee for management
and control of poisons.
What had been done?
The Omani Sultanate, represented by its two DNASs submitted 39 import responses for
annex three chemicals with one missing import response for TBTs which will be
submitted in the near future. The Omani Sultanate did not submit any notifications of
final regulatory actions but will do that in the coming future. Also the Sultanate did
not submit any proposal for severely hazardous pesticide formulations. However the
Sultanate will perform some necessary arrangements such as formation of a
mechanism for monitoring and documentation of poisoning cases caused by exposure
to pesticides as well as improving the level of coordination between the poison center
in the ministry of health and the two DNAS. Also there is urgent need to raise the
awareness for all sectors of the community using or handing pesticides and other
chemicals including, distributing companies, users and general public. All of that will
be done in the near future. As the Sultanate is not an exporter of pesticides therefore
no export notification was sent. In case of export of regulated chemical an export
notification will be sent to the importer according to the recognized procedure.
Problems
There are some difficulties preventing DNAs from fulfilling all of their duties. On top
of these difficulties is the limited number of qualified personnel and also those
persons are not full time working on the follow up of duties related to the convention.
Recommendations

» The secretariat is requested to perform training workshops for concerned

personnel on how to execute various obligations of the convention including
preparation and submission of import responses, notifications, export
notification and proposal of severely hazardous pesticide formulations;

= Provision of technical support to the poison control center.
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Executive summary of the revised implementation plan for Rotterdam
convention in the state of Qatar

Sub regional consultation to revise the National Action Plans or strategiesfor the
implementation of the Rotterdam Convention for seven Near East countries
Aleppo, Syria 20-24 June 2010

Introduction

The state of Qatar ratified the convention on 18/12/2004 and became a party on
10/3/2005. The ministry of environment represents the designated national authority.
The convention aimed at encouragement of shared responsibilities and cooperative
efforts between parties in international trade of some dangerous chemicals and
pesticides with objective protection of human health and the environment from
possible harms.

The state of Qatar participated in this consultation held between 20-24/6/2010 in
Aleppo, Syria. This consultation came among the secretariat activity in the region for
the purpose of familiarization with convention and fulfillment of its obligations. The
workshop focused on;

1. Making sure of clear understanding of Rotterdam convention, its objective,
benefits to parties, how it work and main obligations;

2. Familiarization and review of the elements of the national strategies or action
plans for implementation of the Rotterdam convention;

3. Review of cooperation mechanism between ministries and the current status of
implementation of Rotterdam, Basle, and Stockholm conventions and
identification of possible cooperative opportunities between these conventions
to assist the implementation of Rotterdam convention.

The current status of implementation of the convention in the state of Qatar

The ministry of environment is the responsible authority for decision making based on
the continuous evaluation done by the chemical and pesticide review committee.
Among the roles of this committee is the adoption of the national list of banned and
restricted chemicals including annex three chemicals of Rotterdam convention. A task
group was formed from different sectors (ministry of environment, National
Corporation of customs and ports and Qatar for petroleum). The task of this group is
to assist in evaluation of chemicals subject to Rotterdam convention (annex three
chemicals). The ministry of environment represents the designated national authority.
The role of DNA includes;

1. Preparation and submission of import responses for annex three chemicals and
the follow of its adoption b y the secretariat until its publication in the official
web site of the convention;

2. The administration of protection from radiation and chemicals is responsible
for the follow up and execution of the decisions from the conference of parties
(COP);

3. Chemicals and pesticides subject to the convention were evaluated by a
national task group who prepare the import decisions;

4. Implementation of the various articles of the convention;

5. Preparation of national reports on the current status of implantation of the
convention and extent of the fulfillment of its obligations.

What should be done?

1. The follow up of the recognition of the recently appointed DNA by the

secretariat;
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2.

3.

4,

5.

The follow up of preparation and submission of notifications of final
regulatory actions for chemicals banned or restricted in the state of Qatar;
Participation with sending proposal for severely hazardous pesticide
formul ations causing problems under the condition of use in Qatar;

Formation of a future mechanism for export notification as currently Qatar is
an importing and not exporting country. However, when a request for import
of a chemical from EU or other country is received, it will be passed to the
national chemical review committee to evaluate the chemical or the pesticide
and suggest the suitable action.

Requesting the secretariat to organize training workshop for the national steff;

Recommendations

1.

2.

oo

Organize training workshops for custom officials to familiarize them with the
GHS codes for annex three chemicals;

Training of medical and environmental staff on how to identify and diagnose
poisoning cases caused by pesticides and other chemicals;

Training on new techniques for monitoring environmental accidents related to
pesticides and other chemicals;

Organize a national workshop to train greater numbers of national staff
responsible for implementation of key obligations of the convention;
Continuous participation in workshops related to the Rotterdam convention;
Technical support and capacity building in the area of risk evaluation of
chemicals to enable the participation with submission of complete notification
about hazardous chemicals.
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Executive summary of the revised implementation plan for Rotterdam
convention in Saudi Arabia
Sub regional consultation to revise the National Action Plansor strategiesfor the
implementation of the Rotterdam Convention for seven Near East countries
Aleppo, Syria 20-24 June 2010

Introduction
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia joined the Rotterdam convention on the prior informed
consent procedure on certain hazardous chemicals and pesticides in the international
trade according to the decision No. 124 dated 21/5/1421 Higra (21/8/2000).
L egislative infrastructure
= The roya decree No. M/67 dated 14/11/1427 Higra based on the cabinet
decison No 256 dated 13/7/1427 Higra concerning the adoption of
agricultural pesticide regulation;
= The minister of agriculture decison No 9949 dated 14/2/1428 Higra
concerning the adoption the executive bylaw for the agricultural pesticide
regulation;
= The unified custom regulation for countries of gulf cooperation council;
Benefits of accession of the convention
= Prevent entry of dangerous chemicals;
= Regulation of import of annex three chemicals (pesticides and industrial
chemicals);
= Information exchange.
What had been done at national level
= Appointment of two DNASs (ministry of agriculture and the Meteorologica &
Environmental Protection Administration, Ministry of Defense & Aviation);
= Submission of all import responses for the pesticide category (29 pesticide);
= Submission of 76 notifications of final regulatory actions concerning banned
or restricted pesticides.
Future next steps
= Review and complete the remaining notifications of final regulatory actions
for 56 pesticides;
= Submission of import responses for any pesticide or industrial chemical added
to annex three;
= Cooperation with ministry of health regarding monitoring and notification of
poisoning cases by pesticides.
Challenges
= Weak communication between the two DNAS;
= Lack of communication between the two DNASs and other concerned bodies;
= Limited regulation of industrial chemicals due to its wide spread use by
different sectors;
= Limited trained human resources.
Recommendations
= Training workshops for focal points regarding industrial chemicals;
» Increasing the umbrella of participation in training courses and workshops to
include all relevant stake holders;
= Follow up by the secretariat with the second DNA to fulfill the obligations
regarding industrial chemicals;
= Set up of coordination mechanism between sectors concerned with
documentation of poisoning cases and pollution by pesticides,
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= Set up of a mechanism of sending export notification in case of export of
banned or restricted chemicals.
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Executive summary of the revised implementation plan for Rotterdam
convention in Syria
Sub regional consultation to revise the National Action Plansor strategiesfor the
implementation of the Rotterdam Convention for seven Near East countries
Aleppo, Syria 20-24 June 2010.

Introduction
The Arab Republic of Syria ratified the Rotterdam convention in the year 2003
according to the legislative decree No 35.
L aws of relevance to the obligations of Rotterdam convention;

= Thelegidative decree No 35;

= Thelaws of registration and handling of agricultural pesticides;

= Thelaw No 18 and decisions No;

24 5 Al &/ 316 LA 5/ 128 H)Al </ 18 el </ 64 )l
= Decisions of banning and restriction of agrochemicals;
Jusiige JsSsisn 5/ 17429 5/1193 Y5/ 754 5/ 3023 5/1969 =/ 10 ¥/ 1960 /196
Montréal protocol
= Certain decisions related to veterinary material and its banning;

= Thecircular of the ministry of economy related to restriction zinc phosphide;

= Thecirculars of the ministry of agriculture related to restriction of aluminum
phosphide and its restricted use;

= Thedecision related to banning of certain solvents and carriersin agricultural
pesticides No 2431,

» Thedecisions related to restriction of certain industrial materials such as
different types of asbestos, mercuric chloride and cyanides.

Conventions;

ILO convention;

Stockholm convention;

Rotterdam convention.

Obligations;

Import responses;

Import responses were sent for 29 pesticides (final decision no consent) and 3

industrial chemicals (final decision no consent);

What should be done?
= Sending the remaining 8 import responses for industrial chemicals;
= Circulation of the import responses to relevant stake holders;

Responsible authority;
The state ministry for environment in cooperation with relevant departments;
The ministry will organize a meeting with relevant departments and take the suitable
decision;
Time line: 2 months.
Notifications of final regulatory actions;
Four notifications (regarding 4 pesticides; amitraz, carbaryl, permethrin and
mal athion which were banned for agricultural use in Syria and allowed for veterinary
and public health purposes only) were sent and undergone preliminary review by the
secretariat which requested additional information (use in veterinary and public health
purposes).
What should be done?

=  Completing and sending the four notifications;
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= Start the work for notification of other banned or restricted materials;

0 Requesting the pesticide banning committee in the ministry of
agriculture to review the current list of banned materials (about 59
pesticides and 21 solvents) and explain the reason behind the banning;

0 Requesting the ministry of industry to review its banned material (13
chemical substances);

= Send copies of notifications to relevant departments prior to submission to the
secretariat.
Responsible authority;
* The state ministry for environment;
»  Theministry of agriculture and agrian reforms;
» Ministry of health;
= Ministry of industry;
»  Genera department of Custom.
Time line: During one year.
Proposal of Severely hazar dous pesticide formulation;
No proposal of SHPF was sent;
Information about incidents related to SHPF must be collected;
Present the results to concerned committees for decision making (banning or severe
restriction according to availability of aternatives).
Responsible authority;
The state ministry for environment and relevant departments;
Time line: un specified.
Export notification
= Acknowledgment for received export notifications were sent within 30 days

for the years 2008-2009 indicating the laws which ban or restrict the use of
some materias;

= The information accompanying export notifications and available alternatives
will be studied by committees specialized on banning of pesticides and
industrial chemicals;

Responsible authority;
The state ministry for environment;
The information accompanying export can be used in decision making (banning or
restriction);
Acknowledgement of export notifications will be done within 30 days from receiving
the notifications.
Prioritiesfor fulfilling the obligation of the conventions;
= Completing the required information about notifications of FRAsfor the 4

pesticides (amitraz, carbaryl, permethrin and malathion);

= Sending the missing 8 import responses about industrial chemicals after the
committee decision (consent\ no consent) during two months. Decisions will
be circulated to customs, ministries of economy and industry, departments of
environment in provinces to be used when giving import permissions,

= |nviting the representatives of the ministry of health, national poison center,
department of plant protection and department of IPM in the ministry of
agriculture and concerned departments for the preparation for next July
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meeting about development of a notification system about poisoning cases by
pesticides and drafting a mechanism for that as well as study the SHPFsin
Syria and the possibility of sending proposal about them;

= Meeting with concerned departments for studying the list of chemicals
regul ated according to new decisions, received export notifications or request
for explicit consent by EU countries and review old banning and restriction
decisions;

= Sending notifications of FRAs for other chemicals and pesticides within one
year from today;

= Conduct a national workshop about industrial chemicalsin annex 3 of
Rotterdam convention.

Challenges;
» The slow coordination and response from and within certain departments

due to administrative procedures,
» Thelack of data basesin certain departments which help in decision
making;
» Thedifficulty in decision making regarding industrial chemical in general;
=  Weaknessin international communication in certain departments;
= Less awareness about the hazards of dangerous chemicals;
» Weaknessin information exchange about poisoning by pesticide.

Recommendations;
1. Consolidation of coordination between concerned departments,

2. Build up of clear data bases accessible to relevant departments;

3. Inviting arepresentative from the ministry of industry to participate in all
workshops related to the convention;

4. Empowering the work of multi-sectorial committees;

5. Consolidations of awareness of various community sectors about hazards
of chemicals;

6. Empowering the role of the custom officers through their awareness about
Rotterdam convention.
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Executive summary of the revised implementation plan for Rotterdam
convention in the republic of Yemen
Sub regional consultation to revise the National Action Plansor strategiesfor the
implementation of the Rotterdam Convention for seven Near East countries
Aleppo, Syria 20-24 June 2010.
Introduction
Y emen ratified the Rotterdam convention on May 2006;
The agents participated in sub regional consultation held in Aleppo, Syria between
20-24/6/2010 is,
=  Theministry of water and environment (general corporation for environmental
protection);
= The ministry of agriculture and irrigation (general directorate of plant
protection);
=  Theministry of health and population;
= Custom department.
Implementation of Rotterdam convention;
Activitiesrelated to chemical management in Yemen;
= The issue of environmental protection act No 26 for the year 1995 and its
executive bylaw No 148 for the year 2000;
= Theissue of the law No 25 on the regulation of handling of plant pesticides,
= Theissue of the executive bylaw No 10 on the regulation of handling of plant
pesticides which include;
0 The manual of pesticide registration, manual of pesticide handling and
relevant forms;
= Theformation of the technical committee for pesticides,
= The issue of the ministerial decision on the formation of the pesticide
registration committee (from al relevant stake holders);
= Theissue of the ministerial decision on the formation of the pesticide handling
technical committee;
= The issue of the ministeria decision on the list of banned and severely
restricted pesticides in Yemen;
= Establishment and renovation of the central laboratory for analysis of quality
of pesticides.
= Establishment and renovation of the central laboratory for analysis of pesticide
residues in agricultural products;
= The start of a program for residue in analysis on local and imported products
using portable field equipments,
= The preparation of the strategy of chemical safety;
= The preparation of the strategy of environmental health;
» The preparation of the national implementation plan for Stockholm
convention;
= The preparation of the national implementation plan for Rotterdam
convention;
= The preparation of strategy for Basle convention.
The current status of implementation of Rotterdam convention in Yemen;
= No NFRAs sent from Y emen;
= Import responses were sent for 28 pesticides and non for the
industrial chemicals;
= There no system for reporting and documentation of poisoning
cases by pesticides,
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Difficulties facing the implementation of Rotterdam convention in
Y emen,

The weak awareness of concerned sectors about the hazards of the
chemicals in annex three of Rotterdam convention and the limited
understanding of the convention text, its objectives and its relation
to other chemical conventions;

The lack of sufficient information about chemicals entering
Y emen, except pesticides;

The lack of ability to diagnose the poisoning cases monitored by
hospitals and health centers;

The weak capacity in exchange of information relevant to the
convention and the weak communication between DNAS and other
relevant stake holders because of the limited resources.

Activities that might enable solving difficult problems considering
opportunitiesfor integration with other programs at national level;

Priorities;

Assistance in renewing the national implementation plan in Yemen
to ensure time framed implementation and overcoming limitations
that faced the implementation in the previous time;

Conduct workshops and symposia for decison makers and
speciaist in al relevant entities for the purpose of reaching
common understanding for the convention text and raise awareness
about the hazards of chemicals in annex three of the convention;
Technical capacity building in diagnosis of the monitored
poisoning cases,

Build up of data bases for chemical management and training of
relevant staff;

Technical and financial assistance for inventory of chemicals
subject to the convention for the purpose of knowing their users;
Training DNA staffs about exchange of information related to the
convention and raise their communication capability.

Preparation for a workshop for relevant entities to share the results
of this sub regiona consultation and to high light the significance
of renewing the national implementation plan to overcome its
weakness and limitations. The workshop shall be conducted in the
presence of a convention expert;

Conduct workshops and symposia for decison makers and
specidlist in all relevant entities for the purpose of reaching
common understanding for the convention text and raise awareness
about the hazards of chemicalsin annex three of the convention;
Technical capacity building in diagnosis of the monitored
Ppoisoning cases,

Build up of data bases for chemical management and training of
relevant staff;

Technical and financial assistance for inventory of chemicals
subject to the convention for the purpose of knowing their users;
Training DNA staffs about exchange of information related to the
convention and raise their communication capability.
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Activitiesthat need technical support;

Futur e activities;

Preparation for a workshop for relevant entities to share the results
of this sub regiona consultation and to high light the significance
of renewing the national implementation plan to overcome its
weakness and limitations. The workshop shall be conducted in the
presence of convention expert;

Conduct workshops and symposia for decison makers and
specialist in al relevant entities for the purpose of reaching
common understanding for the convention text and raise awareness
about the hazards of chemicalsin annex three of the convention;
Technical capacity building in diagnosis of the monitored
PpOisoning cases,

Build up of data bases for chemical management and training of
relevant staff;

Technical and financial assistance for inventory of chemicals
subject to the convention for the purpose of knowing their users;
Training DNA staffs about exchange of information related to the
convention and raise their communication capability.

Discussion and proposal of suitable activities to be included in the plan which shall be
prepared in the nearest possible time. The activities shall be identified during the
renewal of the plan in the presence and participation of concerned authorities.
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