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Annexed to the present note is a summary of a study on international
trade in widely prohibited chemicals, carried out under the FAQ UNEP Joi nt
Programme for the Operation of the prior informed consent (PIC) procedure. A
gl obal overview table derived fromthe data provided by Governnents,

i ndi cating the existence of trade in these chenicals, is appended to the
summary. The full version of the study is nmade available to the session as an
i nformati on docunent in English only.
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STUDY ON | NTERNATI ONAL TRADE | N W DELY PROHI Bl TED CHEM CALS
SUMVARY
OBJECTI VE
1. The purpose of the study is to collect fromand provide Governnents with

i nformati on on production and international trade with regard to chemicals
that have been banned or severely restricted in many countries or are subject
to the voluntary PIC procedure. It is intended that the results of the study
will be used by Governments as background information during the planned
negoti ati ons of an international legally binding instrunent for the
application of the PIC procedure for certain hazardous chemcals in

i nternational trade

METHODOL OGY

2. I n Decenmber 1994, UNEP, together with FAQ, convened an informal
consultative nmeeting to consider major issues related to the devel opnent of a
legally binding instrument for the application of the PIC procedure. The
nmeeti ng suggested, inter alia, to undertake a study on the actual export
situations of chemicals domestically prohibited in many countries. At the end
of Decenber 1994, a questionnaire was sent to the Governnments of all States
requesting data for the years 1990-1994 on production, export and inport of 47
chemi cals which are subject to the voluntary PIC procedure or Counci

Regul ati on (EEC) No. 2455/92, adopted by the Council of the European
Comunities on 23 July 1992, concerning the export and inmport of certain
dangerous chemcals. It was requested that replies be received by February
1995, and by Septenmber 1995 over 60 Governnents had responded. The
distribution of the Governnent responses shows about 50 per cent received from
devel opi ng and 50 per cent fromindustrialized countries fromall regions of
the world. The countries involved represent about 75 per cent of chem ca
trade worl d-w de.

3. A tabl e based on the replies received was drawn for each chenmical. It
shoul d be noted that since very little informati on was received for the
ashestos fibres Actinolite, Anthophyllite and Trenolite, these were grouped
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under "Asbestos generic" in the attached table which hence covers 44
chemi cal s.
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Pr oducti on

4, It can be seen fromthe table contained in the appendix that, while 21
of the 44 chemi cals were being produced in 1990, only 9 of themwere still in
production in 1994. The information provided by Governnents on their
production quantities for 1994 reveals the following: two of the chemcals are
produced in anounts of |ess than 10 tonnes (Aldrin -2T, Dieldrin -3T); two in
anount of between 10 and 100 tonnes (Cyhexatin - 66T, Mleic Hydrazi de -85T);
one in amunt of between 100 and 1,000 tonnes (Canphechlor -240T); three in
anount of over 1,000 tonnes (DDT -2,280T, 1,2-Dichloroethane >1,000T and

Et hyl ene oxide -210,000T). For one chemical, only the statenent "yes" was
provided in order to indicate the existence of such trade w thout specifying
the amobunts. The latter was not produced in 1990. For the other eight

chemi cal s, production quantities remained stable or decreased by 1994, except
in a single case where an increase was noted, the 1990 figure given is ">40T".

Expor t

5. In 1990, 22 chem cals were reported as being exported. These do not
necessarily correspond to those chemicals reported as produced. By 1994,
export had increased to 31 of the 44 chemicals listed. Only in one case had
export of a chemical ceased. 1In 1990, eight of the chenicals being exported
were no | onger being produced. In 1994, 25 of the chemi cals being exported
were no | onger being produced. O the exports of 1994, in four cases export
was signalled with a "yes"; 12 chem cals were exported in quantities of |ess
than 10 tonnes; eight in quantities between 10 and 100 tonnes; two in anmount
of 100 to 1,000 tonnes and five in quantities of nore than 1,000 tonnes.
Conmparing figures for 1994 with those of 1990: in two cases exports were the
same as in 1990; in five cases exports were less than in 1990, and in 17 cases
nmore. In seven instances, the reply "yes" was given which nmakes the
deternmination of trend inpossible.

| nport

6. In 1990, 29 of the 44 chenmicals were being inported. |In 1994, 37 of the
chemi cals were being inported. Concerning 1994, two inport val ues were
recorded as "yes"; four chemicals were inported in quantities under 10 tonnes;
seven chenicals in amount of between 10 and 100 tonnes; 19 in amunt of
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bet ween 100 and 1,000 tonnes; five in quantities of nore than 1,000 tonnes.
In 27 cases, inport increased in 1994 over 1990, and in seven cases it
decreased as conpared to 1990. No trend can be determ ned fromthree val ues
received as "yes".
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CONCLUSI ON

7. G ven the different values and fornms in which data were subnmitted, as
well as the frequent reply that data were not avail able, one should be
cautious in drawing too nmany conclusions fromthe table. A constraint to
obtai ning data m ght have been the short-tine frane given; it is clear that
the collection of these types of figures is a very tine-consum ng process.
Anot her constraint m ght have been the absence of a donestic authority to
collect these data regularly.

8. When preparing the appended sumuary table a very general interpretation
was made of the figures available. For exanple, when production figures were
provi ded covering a four- or five-year time span, it was assuned that sone
producti on was occurring each year. Choosing to illustrate data by using only
1990 and 1994 lent nore accuracy to this interpretation as, on occasion
producti on had ceased by 1994. Export and inport figures for 1994 itself,
however, may be inflated due to sone countries submtting this type of data
only for 1994. However, a valuable indication of the existence (if not the
real quantities) of trade in these chenmcals can be surm sed fromthe table.
The detail ed report analysing the data provided indicates sone of the problens
encountered in trying to conpile and anal yse these types of figures. There
were problems in obtaining data, in the format in which it was reported and in
determ ning which chemical or conpound data were related to when, for exanple
data existing only on groups of chemicals. Despite these limtations, the
study does suggest that, on a global |evel, trade in banned and severely
restricted chemicals is still occurring.
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SUMMARY INDICATION OF TRADE IN BANNED/RESTRICTED CHEMICALS

1990

1994

Production

Export

Import

Production Export Import

Aldrin

+

4-Aminobiphenyl

Asbestos (generic)

Amosite

Crocidolite

Benzidine

Binapacryl

Camphechlor

Captafol

Chlordane

Chlordimeform

Cyhexatin

DBBT

DDT

1,2-Dichloroethane

Dicofol

Dieldrin

Dinoseb

EDB

Endrin

Ethylene Oxide

Fluoroacetamide

HCH

Heptechlor

Hexachlorobenzene

Maleic Hydrazide

Mercuric Oxide

Mercurous Chloride

Other Inorganic Mercury Compounds

Alkyl Mercury Compounds

Alkoxyalkyl & Aryi Mercury compounds

2-Naphthylamine

4-Nitrobiphenyl

Nitrofen

PBB

PCB

PCT

Mixtures of PCB & PCT

Pentachlorophenol

Quintozene

Tris (2,3-dibromopropyl) phosphate

Tris (aziridinyl) phosphine oxide

Ugilec 121

Ugilec 141

oflo|lo|lo|+]|+|o]|o|o|lo|+|o|o|lo|lo|l+t|o|o|+t|o|+|o|o|+|o|+|+|+|[+]|+]|+]|o]|+]|+]|+]|o]|+]|o]|o|+|+]|+]o

olofo|o|+|ololo|o|o|+|ol|+|+|+|+]|+]|+|c|+]|+]|o|o|+]|o|+|o|o|+|+|+|c|+]|o]|+]|ofo|o|+|+|+]|+]+]0

tlofo|+|+]|+|o]|elo]ele|el+|+|o|+|+|+|+]|+|+]|+]|c|+|c|+|c|+|+]|+]+]|c]|+]|c|+]|+]|+]|c]|+]|+]|+]|+]+]+

o|lo|lo|o|o|o|o|o|o|o|o|o|o|o|o|o|t+|o|+|o|o|o|o|+|o|o|o|+|o|l+|+]|o|l+|o]|o|o|+|o]|o|lo|lo]|lo]o]|+
ofol+ |+ [+ |+t o]+ |+ {+]+|+|+]+]|+|+[+]+]|+|+][+]|+]|+ |+ttt ]|+|+|[+]|+]|+|+]+]+]|+]+]o]*

olol+|+|+|+|o|o|o|+|+|+|+|+|+]+]|+]+]|c]|+]|+t]|o|+|+]|c|+|+|+]|+]|+]|+t]|c|+t]|c|+t]|+]|c|+]|+]|+]|+]+]°

KEY: + - data have been submitted that show production, export or import takes place. .
0 - either no data have been submitted that indicate trade takes place or no production, export or import takes place.




