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  CONVENTION ON THE PRIOR INFORMED CONSENT


  PROCEDURE FOR CERTAIN HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS


  AND PESTICIDES IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE


Rotterdam, 10-11 September 1998





LETTER DATED 7 AUGUST 1998 FROM THE MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENT


OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY ADDRESSED TO THE


DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE


ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS, THE


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE UNITED NATIONS


ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME (UNEP) AND THE 


CHAIR OF INC/PIC








	In her letter of 12 February 1998 Federal Minister Dr Angela Merkel informed you of the formal application of the Federal Republic of Germany for the City of Bonn to become the future seat of the Secretariat of the Convention for the Application of the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade.





	With a view to the forthcoming diplomatic conference in Rotterdam from 10 to 11 September 1998 at which the PIC Convention will be signed by Germany and other countries, as head of the German delegation I would like to once again remind you of the City of Bonn's application.





	In connection with the implementation of the PIC procedure the Federal Government feels that it is necessary that the secretariat tasks be carried out from one location until the PIC Convention enters into force.  For this purpose, the Federal Government is aiming for the establishment of an interim secretariat and Germany is applying to host this secretariat, too.





	On behalf of the Federal Republic of Germany I therefore propose that the draft resolution on interim arrangements be supplemented, with paragraph 12 (a) being inserted after paragraph 12:


�



	"12(a)	Decides that the Interim Secretariat for the operation of the interim PIC procedure be established and that it shall be located in Bonn."





Justification:





	For technical, organizational and, not least financial reasons, the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany feels that it is necessary for the secretariat tasks to be carried out from one location after the PIC Convention has been signed.  With a view to Germany's application it would also make sense for Bonn to be the seat of the Interim Secretariat.  With reference to document UNEP/FAO/PIC/INC.5/CRP.5 of 9 March 1998, which contains the German application, I would like to point out the following fundamental elements once again:





	$	Provision of suitable office space rent-free,





	$	Bearing the costs of the initial furnishings and fittings of the Secretariat's offices, including furniture, computers and communications technology,





	$	Paying the staff's removal and resettlement expenses,





	$	Additional voluntary annual membership contribution of DM 1 million,





	$	Payment of up to DM 1 million per year for events in Germany organised by the Secretariat,





	$	Granting privileges and exemptions in line with the UNV Headquarters Agreement.





	This offer also applies to the establishment of the Interim Secretariat.  The voluntary payments of the Member States of the Convention required under paragraph 14 of the resolution on interim arrangements would be reduced considerably if the German offer were accepted.





	The signing of the PIC Convention represents the transition from a formerly voluntary procedure to one that is legally binding.  This new quality should also be emphasised by the establishment of a uniform secretariat.  Only a uniform management of the Convention Secretariat and uniform representation to outsiders can flesh out the Convention and help to avoid duplication of effort.





	In our experience the implementation of the further development of an Environmental Convention is very heavily dependent on an efficient secretariat.  The location of Bonn allows synergetic effects to be used, particularly with regard to the secretariats of the other secretariats of UN environmental conventions that are already there.





	I would be very grateful if you could pass this letter on to everyone involved in the PIC Convention negotiations as a UNEP/FAO document to supplement document UNEP/FAO/PIC/CONF/4.





	(Signed)  Erhard Jauck


	-----
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