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  CONVENTION ON THE PRIOR INFORMED CONSENT


  PROCEDURE FOR CERTAIN HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS


  AND PESTICIDES IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE


Rotterdam, 10-11 September 1998











LETTER DATED 13 JULY 1998 FROM THE ENVIRONMENT SECRETARIAT OF THE


MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF ITALY ADDRESSED TO THE DIRECTOR,


UNEP CHEMICALS





	It is my pleasure to transmit on behalf of the Italian Government the attached Italian position paper on the location of the Secretariat in Rome and Geneva.





	[Signature illegible]
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	LOCATION OF THE SECRETARIAT IN ROME AND GENEVA





	Italian position paper





1.	Article 19, paragraph 3, of the draft Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade states that:  "The secretariat functions for this Convention shall be performed jointly by the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme and the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, subject to such arrangements as shall be agreed between them and approved by the Conference of the Parties."





2.	The consensus on the maintenance of the "status quo" concerning the PIC Secretariat arrangement and locations is a recognition of the important and satisfactory role played till now by the FAO and UNEP respectively in the pesticides and chemicals sectors.  It also confirms the special contribution given by the two organizations in developing the voluntary PIC procedure.  The different duties of the Secretariat are now performed by very well trained and specialized staffs already part of the FAO and UNEP structures and due to the experience acquired in both sectors it has been possible to develop synergies particularly suitable for the environment and agriculture PIC activities.  As a result, developing countries and countries with economies in transition gained for numerous and qualified assistance programmes.





3.	The presence in Rome of the FAO premises for so many years provides a very important network of technical units competent in sectors such as plants breeding and production, pesticides use and sustainable development.  FAO has also elaborated a basic international code of conduct on the distribution and use of pesticides.  These facts represent an essential instrument for the effective management of the PIC activities related to pesticides.





4.	As everybody knows, "the headquarter agreement" provides all facilities free of renting charge; Italian Government is also financially responsible for the expenditure of all necessary restructuring of the existing premises.  Enough offices space is therefore available for any further services that PIC Secretariat management could require.  Security needs are already guaranteed by the present services provided by FAO.





5.	The maintenance of the "status quo" for the PIC Secretariat is, therefore, the most functional, economic and convenient solution for the consolidation and future development and needs of the PIC system.
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