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  CONVENTION ON THE PRIOR INFORMED CONSENT


  PROCEDURE FOR CERTAIN HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS


  AND PESTICIDES IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE


Rotterdam, 10-11 September 1998





NOTE VERBALE DATED 17 AUGUST 1998 FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF


SWITZERLAND TO THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN GENEVA


ADDRESSED TO UNEP/CHEMICALS





	The Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the international organizations presents its compliments to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)/Chemicals and has the honour to transmit to it the annexed note concerning the Swiss position on the Secretariat of the PIC Convention (international legally binding instrument for the application of the prior informed consent procedure for certain hazardous chemicals and pesticides in international trade).  The Swiss authorities are in favour of retaining a joint administration of the PIC Secretariat with UNEP in Geneva and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in Rome.





	The Swiss Mission should be grateful to UNEP/Chemicals if it could transmit the annexed note to the delegations participating in the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for the PIC Convention.





	Geneva, 17 August 1998


�
	Annex


	[ORIGINAL:  ENGLISH/FRENCH]





	LOCATION OF THE SECRETARIAT IN GENEVA AND ROME





	Position paper of Switzerland





�seq level0 \h \r0 ��seq level1 \h \r0 ��seq level2 \h \r0 ��seq level3 \h \r0 ��seq level4 \h \r0 ��seq level5 \h \r0 ��seq level6 \h \r0 ��seq level7 \h \r0 ��seq level0 \*arabic�1�.	Article 19, paragraph 3, of the draft Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade provides that:  "The secretariat functions for this Convention shall be performed jointly by the Executive Director of UNEP and the Director-General of FAO, subject to such arrangements as shall be agreed between them and approved by the Conference of the Parties."





�seq level0 \*arabic�2�.	The consensus on the preservation of the "status quo" concerning the PIC Secretariat arrangement and locations is a recognition of the important and satisfactory role played until now by UNEP and FAO in the chemicals and pesticides sectors, respectively.  Today the duties of the secretariat are performed by a small number of specialists attached to UNEP in Geneva and FAO in Rome.  This solution has proved entirely satisfactory, both in terms of effectiveness and efficiency and in financial terms.  It has been possible to keep the number of people working on PIC very low, and work has benefitted from local synergies.  Since the current arrangements represent an optimal solution, it is not advisable to propose a relocation of the Secretariat.





�seq level0 \*arabic�3�.	There is a significant cluster of organizations in Geneva which are directly concerned with issus related to trade in chemical substances.  The Chemicals Programme of UNEP's Regional Office for Europe, as well as the International Programme on Chemical Safety (IPCS), established under the auspices of UNEP, the World Health Organization (WHO) and the International Labour Organization (ILO), have been working in the field for many years.  The World Trade Organization (WTO), the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), as well as the Basel Convention, are also part of this network.  For the PIC Secretariat, this is a particularly suitable working environment.





�seq level0 \*arabic�4�.	The presence in Geneva of more than 140 permanent missions of States and numerous international NGOs is a further advantage for the PIC Secretariat, which also permits significant savings both for the Secretariat and the countries concerned.  Equivalent advantages exits in Rome.





�seq level0 \*arabic�5�.	In Geneva, the PIC Secretariat, like other international organizations located in the Geneva Executive Centre (GEC), benefits from rent-free premises, including meeting room and a cafeteria.  The organizations only bear the costs of utilities and maintenance.





�
�seq level0 \*arabic�6�.	In Geneva, the international organizations enjoy free use of the Centre international de conférences (CICG), which is situated in the international quarter.  Conference rooms of various shapes and sizes, seating between 16 and 1,740 people, equipped for simultaneous translation into 6-8 languages are available, as are bars, a cafeteria, a restaurant, a post office, a press centre, a bank and a news agent.  Again, this permits considerable savings as well as enhancing efficiency and comfort for both international organizations and delegates.





�seq level0 \*arabic�7�.	Switzerland has been one of the main financial contributors to PIC from the very beginning.  It will continue its efforts in the future if the Secretariat remains in Geneva and Rome, thus being able to continue working in the most efficient manner.  The amount of 500,000 francs (approximately 300,000 dollars) per annum has been budgeted by the Confederation for the next few years.  Moreover, Switzerland has offered to host the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties, which could take place in 2001, in Geneva, at its own expense.  The amount of 600,000 francs has been budgeted for this purpose.  Finally, the Secretariat, once definitively set up in Geneva, would be able to benefit from a special initial aid of 100,000 frances to complete its facilities if this should be necessary.





�seq level0 \*arabic�8�.	The preservation of the status quo for the PIC Secretariat in Geneva and Rome is therefore objectively the most functional, economic and convenient solution, both for the future requirements of PIC and its development and for the Parties.  This solution is entirely consistent with the thrust of the reforms undertaken since 1997 within the United Nations and UNEP, which aim at co-location, to maximum extent, of international institutions and secretariats active in the field of environment and sustainable development, and at avoiding their geographical scattering in the future.  The Swiss authorities fully support this position, in particular the conclusions of the United Nations Task Force on the Environment and Human Settlements, presented to the United Nations Secretary-General on 1 July 1998.
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