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  CONVENTION ON THE PRIOR INFORMED CONSENT


  PROCEDURE FOR CERTAIN HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS


  AND PESTICIDES IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE


Rotterdam, 10-11 September 1998





NOTE VERBALE DATED 4 SEPTEMBER 1998 FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION


OF GERMANY TO THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICE AND OTHER


INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN GENEVA ADDRESSED TO


UNEP CHEMICALS








	The Permanent Mission of Germany to the Office of the United Nations and to the other International Organizations in Geneva presents its complements to UNEP Chemicals and requests the Secretariat with reference to document UNEP/FAO/PIC/CONF/3 dated 15 July 1998 to transmit to the participants in the Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade to be held in Rotterdam on 10-11 September 1998 the following amendment to the proposed rules of procedure contained in the annex to the above-mentioned document:





	Rule 36, paragraph 2 to be amended to read:





	"Decisions of the meeting on procedural matters and on the physical location of the Interim Secretariat shall be taken by a majority of the parties present and voting."





	The proposed amendment takes account of the experiences gained during the negotiation processes on several other United Nations conventions.  It was usually not possible to reach consensus on the Secretariat location from the outset.  The proposed amendment would set a clear and equitable procedural rule to come to a quick decision on this important matter.





	Observing that rule 31 of the rules of procedure provides that proposals and amendments should be circulated in the official languages, the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany has prepared working translations of the above amendment into all official languages.  These are attached to this note.
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