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Our work

• CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

• LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT

• SUPPLY CHAIN SERVICES

• ADVOCACY

Our main interventions: 
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PESTICIDES PROHIBITION: Our journey
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1993 2002 2005 2010 2017 2020

1993 Cert. Program
Prohibition of chemical 
products listed by 
international agreements, 
including PAN Dirty Dozen

2005 Cert. Program 2017 Cert. Program
Prohibition of HHP as 
per WHO/FAO definition

2002 Cert. Program
Prohibition of chemical 
products listed by 
international agreements, 
including PAN Dirty Dozen

2010 Cert. Program
Prohibition of EPA and EU List of 
Banned and  Severely Restricted, 
Pesticides listed in Rotterdam 
and Stockholm Conventions, 
and PAN Dirty Dozen

2020 Cert. Program
Prohibition of HHP as 
per WHO/FAO definition

Prohibition of EPA and EU List of 
Banned and  Severely Restricted, 
Pesticides listed in Rotterdam 
and Stockholm Conventions, and 
PAN Dirty Dozen



LESSONS LEARNED

Regarding HHPs phase-out
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UNDERSTANDING THE CONTEXT
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ONE SIZE DOESN’T FIT ALL

Capacity 
building

Research 
and 

Innovation

IPM 
Adoption

Access to 
resources

Agricultural 
policies

Consumer 
awareness



OUR HHPs PHASE OUT STRATEGY
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IPM at the center of it
Taking further steps towards a more holistic agriculture with less 

environmental impact

Modified from Lewis et al, 1997, PNAS. A total system to sustainable pest management

Little 
emphasis on 
ecosystem

pesticides as 

last resort

Resilient and 
productive farms: 

high adoption of 
CSA , 

regenerative 
practices

reduced use of 
pesticide, higher 

biodiversity 
conservation
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HHPs strategy as part of the 2020 Certification 

Program

80% ELIMINATED

20% Progressive
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We are granting limited 

and temporary exceptions 

to specific crop, pest, and 

country combination 

scenarios where no viable 

alternatives to HHPs are 

available.
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KEY FEATURES of the Exceptional Use Policy  

(EUP)

Additional EUP information available here: Exceptional Use Policy

(EUP) | Rainforest Alliance (rainforest-alliance.org)

Paraquat and active ingredients listed in international 
conventions are not subject to exceptions

Limited and temporary exceptions to 
specific crop, pest, and country 

combination 

Exception decisions 
are made based on 

farmers needs

Final decisions are 
made considering 
local context, and 

viability of alternatives

Exceptions are 
linked to additional 

conditions

Dynamic document 
updated every six 

months

https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/business/certification/exceptional-use-policy-eup/


11

E.g., NEMATICIDES use in banana

Active 
Ingredient

Toxicity 
Classification

Pest Species Crop Country
Exception 

expiration date
Conditions

WHO 1A or 1B 
Nematicides

Acute Toxicity
Phytophagous 
Nematodes (various)

Banana

Costa Rica
Honduras
Guatemala
Ecuador

June 30, 2024
-Risk management requirements 
in section 3.3.1 are fully 
implemented.
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ORGANIZATIONAL IPM STRATEGY

Training and 
Capacity
building

IPM 
Knowledge 

Bank

Tailored
Solutions

Advocacy
work

Resilient and 
productive farms: 

high adoption of 
CSA, 

regenerative 
practices,

reduced use of 
pesticide, higher 

biodiversity 
conservation
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CALL TO ACTION

Cross sectional collaboration is needed 

Capacity 
building

Research 
and 

Innovation

IPM 
Adoption

Access to 
resources

Agricultural 
policies

Consumer 
awareness
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Interested in learning more?

Visit our website! Our Integrated Pest Management & Pesticide Approach | 

Rainforest Alliance (rainforest-alliance.org)

IPM position paper

Comments or 

questions? 

Reach out to 

ipm@ra.org

Annex 7 – including 

the Prohibited list

Exceptional Use 

Policy (EUP)

https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/business/certification/our-integrated-pest-management-pesticide-approach/
https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Integrated-Pest-Management-position-paper.pdf
mailto:ipm@ra.org
https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/resource-item/annex-s7-pesticides-management/
https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/resource-item/exceptional-use-policy-granted-exceptions-and-their-conditions-for-using-rainforest-alliance-prohibited-pesticides/



