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Not e by the secretari at

1. Inits resolution on interimarrangenents, the Conference of

Pl eni potentiaries invited the Intergovernnental Negotiating Conmrittee to
establish an interi msubsidiary body to discharge the functions entrusted to
t he subsidiary body to be established under article 18, paragraph 6, of the
Rot t er dam Conventi on.

2. The present docunment contains a review of the role and mandate of the
Interim Chenical Review Conmittee. Chapter | provides a short description of
the functions entrusted by the Convention to the Chem cal Review Committee,
and chapter |l provides a nore detailed description of the establishment,
conposition, organi zation and operation of the Interim Chem cal Review
Conmmittee as decided by the Intergovernnental Negotiating Conmmittee.

|. CHEM CAL REVI EW COW TTEE
3. Article 18, paragraph 6, of the Convention provides that the Conference
of the Parties shall, at its first neeting, establish a subsidiary body, to
be called the Chemi cal Review Commttee, for the purposes of perform ng the

functions assigned to that Conmittee by the Convention

4. The functions assigned by the Convention to the Chem cal Review
Conmittee are:

(a) To make reconmmendations on the inclusion of banned or severely
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restri

pestic

cted chemicals (article 5, paragraph 6):

"The Chemical Review Conmittee shall review the information provided in
[notifications by Parties] and, in accordance with the criteria set out
in annex |1, recommrend to the Conference of the Parties whether the
chemical in question should be nmade subject to the prior inforned
consent procedure and, accordingly, be listed in annex II11";

(b) To make recommendati ons on the inclusion of severely hazardous
ide fornulations (article 6, paragraph 5):

"The Chemical Review Conmittee shall review the information provided in
[the proposals and additional information collected fromParties] and,
in accordance with the criteria set out in part 3 of annex |V,
reconmend to the Conference of the Parties whether the severely

hazar dous pesticide fornulation in question should be nade subject to
the prior informed consent procedure and, accordingly, be listed in
annex |11";

(c) To prepare draft decision gui dance docunents for chemnicals

reconmended for inclusion in annex Il (article 7, paragraph 1):

annex
par agr

5.
gui dan

"For each chenical that the Chemical Review Committee has decided to
reconmend for listing in annex |11, it shall prepare a draft decision
gui dance docunent. The deci sion gui dance docunent should, at a

m ni mum be based on the information specified in annex |, or, as the
case may be, annex |V, and include information on uses of the chenica
in a category other than the category for which the final regulatory
action applies”;

(d) To make recommendati ons on the renoval of chenmicals from
I'1l and the revision of decision guidance docunments (article 9,
aph 2):

"The Chemical Review Conmittee shall review the information it

recei ves under paragraph 1. For each chem cal that the Chemi cal Review
Conmittee decides, in accordance with the relevant criteria in annex |
or, as the case may be, annex IV, to reconmend for renmoval from

annex |11, it shall prepare a revised draft decision guidance
docunent . "

Article 18, paragraph 6, of the Convention provides the follow ng
ce to the Conference of the Parties with respect to the establishnment

of the Chenical Review Committee once the Convention enters into force:

"(a) The nmenbers of the Chenical Review Conmittee shall be
appoi nted by the Conference of the Parties. Menbership of the
Conmmittee shall consist of a linmted nunber of government-designated
experts in chemicals managenent. The nenbers of the Committee shall be
appoi nted on the basis of equitable geographical distribution
i ncludi ng ensuring a bal ance between devel oped and devel opi ng Parti es;

"(b) The Conference of the Parties shall decide on the terns of
reference, organization and operation of the Committee;
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"(c) The Conmittee shall nake every effort to nmake its
recomendati ons by consensus. |If all efforts at consensus have been
exhausted, and no consensus reached, such reconmendation shall as a
| ast resort be adopted by a two-thirds najority vote of the nenbers
present and voting."

[1. INTERIM CHEM CAL REVI EW COW TTEE

A. Establishnent, conposition and termof office

6. At its sixth session, held in Rone from 12 to 16 July 1999, the

I nt ergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee decided, in decision INC6/2, to
establish a subsidiary body, to be called the Interim Chenical Review
Committee (ICRC). The Interim Chenical Review Conmittee conprises 29

gover nient - desi gnat ed experts in chenical managenent, appointed on the basis
of equitabl e geographical distribution, ensuring a bal ance between devel oped
and devel oping countries. Decision INC-6/2 is reproduced in the annex to the
present note.

7. At the sane session, it was agreed that the interim PIC regional groups
would identify countries for the Interim Chenmi cal Review Commttee fromthose
countries that were participating in the interimPIC procedure. Their
CGovernments would then formally designate the 29 experts and submt their
nanes and qualifications to the parties to the Intergovernnmental Negotiating
Conmittee, through the secretariat, by 15 Septenber 1999. Such experts woul d
then serve as nenbers of the Interim Chenical Review Committee on an interim
basi s, pending formal confirmation of their appointnent by the

I ntergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee at its seventh session

8. The interimPIC regional groups accordingly identified the follow ng
Covernnments which were to designate experts to the Interim Chenical Review
Commi ttee:

(a) Africa: Caneroon, Ethiopia, Ganbia, Mauritius, Mrocco and South
Africa;

(b) Asia: China, India, Indonesia, Japan and Nepal

(c) Europe: Finland, Germany, Hungary, Netherlands, Russian
Federati on and Turkey;

(d) Latin Anerica and the Cari bbean: Barbados, Brazil, Chile,
Ecuador and El Sal vador;

(e) Near East: Egypt, Qatar and Sudan
(f) North Anerica: Canada and United States of America; and

(9) Sout hwest Pacific: Australia and Sanpa.
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9. The menbers of the Interim Chemical Review Conmmittee will serve for a
period of three years fromthe date of decision INC-2/6 or until the first
session of the Conference of the Parties, whichever occurs first. |f, on the

expiration of the three years, the Convention has not yet entered into force,
the Intergovernnmental Negotiating Committee will take any necessary deci sions
regardi ng the extension of the termof office of its nmenbers or the
appoi nt nent of new nenbers.

10. A list of the designated experts is to be found in
UNEP/ FAQ PI C/ I CRC. 1/ INF/ 3, together with a conpilation of their designations
and qualifications as subnitted by the designating governnents.

11. The I ntergovernmental Negotiating Conmittee decided that any vacancy
that arises during an inter-sessional period should be filled in accordance
wi th such procedure as the regi on concerned may deternine. The

qual i fications of the new nenber will be circulated to the parties to the

I ntergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee through the secretariat. The

I nt ergovernment al Negotiating Conmittee noted, however, that should the seat
occupi ed by the Russian Federation becone vacant, the interim Europe PIC
regi on had determined that Ukraine would fill that vacancy.

B. Mandate of the Interim Chem cal Review Comm ttee

12. The I ntergovernnmental Negotiating Commttee decided that the Interim
Chenical Review Conmittee, consistent with the provisions of the Convention
in particular its articles 5, 6 and 7, will have the follow ng functions and
responsibilities:

(a) Maki ng recommendati ons on the inclusion of banned and severely
restricted chemicals: reviewing the information provided in notifications of
final regulatory actions and, in accordance with the criteria set out in
annex |1 of the Convention, recommending to the Intergovernnental Negotiating
Conmittee whether the chenical in question should be made subject to the
interimPIC procedure;

(b) Maki ng reconmmendati ons on the inclusion of severely hazardous
pesticide formulations: reviewing the information provided in proposals for
the inclusion of a severely hazardous pesticide fornulation in the interim
Pl C procedure and, in accordance with the criteria set out in part 3 of
annex |V of the Convention, recommending to the Intergovernnental Negotiating
Conmi ttee whether the chenical in question should be nade subject to the
interimPIC procedure;

(c) Preparing draft decision gui dance docunents: specifically, for
each chemical that the Interim Chenical Review Committee has decided to
reconmend to be nade subject to the interimPIC procedure, preparing a draft
deci si on gui dance docunent, which should, at a mininum be based on the
information specified in annex | of the Convention or, as the case nay be,
annex |V, and include information on uses of the chemical in a category other
than the category for which the final regulatory action applies.

13. The provisions of subparagraph (d) of paragraph 4 above, on the renoval
of chemicals, were not included in the mandate of the Interim Chenical Review
Conmittee by the Intergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee, as they were
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considered to be outside the Committee's nandate as provided for in the
resol ution of the Conference of Plenipotentiaries on interimarrangenents.

C. Operation of the Interim Chenical Review Conmittee

14. Rul e 47, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of the

I ntergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee provides that the rules of procedure
of subsidiary organs shall be those of the neetings, as appropriate, subject
to such nodifications as the Parties nay decide upon in the |ight of
proposal s by the subsidiary organ concerned. The rules of procedure of the
I ntergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee may be found in docunent

UNEP/ FAQ PI G/ | CRC. 1/ | NF/ 1.

15. The I ntergovernnmental Negotiating Commttee decided that the Interim
Chenical Review Conmittee should normally neet once a year, approximately six
nont hs before each session of the Intergovernnmental Negotiating Commttee,
subject to the availability of funds and work requirenents of the Interim
Chemical Review Conmmittee. The Intergovernnmental Negotiating Committee noted,
however, that Interim Chem cal Review Commttee might wish to have two
neetings between the sixth and seventh sessions of the Intergovernnenta
Negotiating Commttee for the purposes, first, of organizing its work and
conmenci ng its exam nation of the four decision guidance docunents referred
to it by the Intergovernnental Negotiating Conmrittee at its sixth session
and, second, undertaking its assigned functions.

16. The I ntergovernmental Negotiating Committee further decided that the
neetings of the Interim Chenical Review committee should be open to observers
in accordance with the rules of procedure of the Intergovernnenta
Negotiating Commttee. Wth regard to the participation of non-governnenta
organi zati on observers, the Intergovernmental Negotiating Comittee
recomended that the bal ance between industry, public interest groups and
trade unions, as established during the neetings of the UNEP/ FAO Joint G oup
of Experts under the original PIC procedure, should be nmaintained. In
addition, it was stressed that, when considering observer participation
attention should be paid to maintaining balanced participation in neetings of
the InterimChenical Review Conmittee. |f a balance was not naintained, the
Interi mChenical Review Committee would refer the issue of observer
participation to the Intergovernmental Negotiating Commttee.

17. The I ntergovernnmental Negotiating Commttee al so decided that the
neetings of the Interim Chenical Review Committee should be held in English
only, and that any draft decision gui dance docunents to be considered by the
Interi mChenical Review Committee or forwarded by it to the Intergovernnental
Negotiating Committee should be available in all six |anguages of the

I ntergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee.
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Annex

Decision ING-6/2: The Interim Chem cal Review Comm ttee

The I ntergovernnmental Negotiating Conmittee

1. Deci des to establish an interimsubsidiary body, to be called the
Interim Chenical Review Conmittee, conposed of twenty-nine governnent-
desi gnat ed experts appointed by the Intergovernnmental Negotiating Conmittee
on the basis of the interimPIC regions, as follows: six experts from
Africa; five experts fromAsia; six experts from Europe; five experts from
Latin Anerica and the Caribbean; three experts fromthe Near East; two
experts fromNorth America; and two experts fromthe Southwest Pacific;

2. Deci des that the nmenbers of the Interim Chemical Review Conmittee
shal |l be experts in chem cals nmanagenent and that the experts shall serve for
a period of three years fromthe date of this decision, or until the first
session of the Conference of the Parties, whichever shall occur first, and
that if, on the expiration of the three years, the Convention has not yet
entered into force, the Intergovernnental Negotiating Committee will take any
necessary deci sions regarding the extension of the termof office of its
nmenbers or the appoi ntment of new nenbers;

3. Deci des that the twenty-nine Governnents identified at the sixth
session of the Intergovernnental Negotiating Committee shall formally
desi gnate those experts and, through the secretariat, provide their nanmes and
rel evant qualifications to the parties to the Intergovernnmental Negotiating
Conmittee by 15 Septenber 1999 and that such experts shall serve as nenbers
of the Interim Chenical Review Conmittee on an interimbasis, pending forna
confirmation of their appointnment by the |Intergovernnmental Negotiating
Conmittee at its seventh session

4, Deci des that any vacancy arising during an inter-sessional period
shall be filled in accordance with such procedure as the regi on concerned nay
determ ne; and that the qualifications of the new nmenber shall be circul ated
to the parties to the Intergovernnmental Negotiating Conmittee through the
secretari at;

5. Deci des that the Interim Chenical Review Conmittee shall normally
neet once a year, approximately six nonths before each session of the
I ntergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee, subject to the availability of funds
and work requirements of the Interim Chenical Review Conmittee

6. Deci des that the neetings of the Interim Chenical Review
Committee shall be held in English only and that any draft decision guidance
docunents to be considered by the Interim Chem cal Review Committee or
forwarded by it to the Intergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee shall be
available in all six |languages of the Intergovernmental Negotiating
Commi tt ee;

7. Deci des that the Interim Chenical Review Conmittee, consistent
with the provisions of the Convention, in particular its articles 5, 6 and 7,
shall have the follow ng functions and responsibilities:
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(a) Maki ng recommendati ons on the inclusion of banned and severely
restricted chemicals: reviewing the information provided in notifications of
final regulatory actions and, in accordance with the criteria set out in
annex |1 of the Convention, recommending to the Intergovernnental Negotiating
Conmi ttee whether the chenical in question should be made subject to the
interimPIC procedure;

(b) Maki ng recommendati ons on the inclusion of severely hazardous
pesticide formulations: reviewing the information provided in proposals for
the inclusion of a severely hazardous pesticide fornulation in the interim
Pl C procedure and, in accordance with the criteria set out in part 3 of
annex |V of the Convention, recommending to the Intergovernnental Negotiating
Conmittee whether the chenical in question should be made subject to the
interimPIC procedure;

(c) Preparing draft decision gui dance docunents: specifically, for
each chemical that the Interim Chenical Review Committee has decided to
reconmend to be nade subject to the interimPIC procedure, preparing a draft
deci si on gui dance docunent, which should, at a mininum be based on the
information specified in annex | of the Convention or, as the case nay be,
annex |V, and include information on uses of the chemical in a category other
than the category for which the final regulatory action applies;

8. Deci des that the sessions of the InterimChem cal Revi ew

Conmittee shall be open to observers in accordance with the rul es of
procedure of the Intergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee.



