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Not e by the secretari at

1. The Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Convention on the Prior

I nf ormed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chenicals and Pesticides in
International Trade, held in Rotterdamon 10 and 11 Septenber 1998, decided
that all chemicals that had been identified for inclusion in the prior

i nfornmed consent (PIC) procedure under the original PIC procedure but for

whi ch deci si on gui dance docunents had not yet been circul ated before the date
on whi ch the Convention was opened for signature would becone subject to the
interimPIC procedure as soon as the rel evant decision gui dance docunents had
been adopted by the Intergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee.

2. At its sixth session, held in Rone from 12 to 16 July 1999, the
I nt ergovernmental Negotiating Committee considered draft decision guidance
docunments for the follow ng six chenmicals: binapacryl, bronmacil, ethylene

di chl ori de, ethylene oxide, naleic hydrazide and toxaphene. It adopted the
draft deci sion guidance docunents for binapacryl and toxaphene and referred
the remai ning four decision gui dance docunents to the Interim Chem cal Review
Commi ttee.
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3. The I ntergovernmental Negotiating Cormttee took the foll owi ng action
on the remaining four draft decision gui dance docunments (decision INC6/3):

"2. Requests CGovernnents, regional econom c integration
organi zations and interested observers to provide clarification to the
secretariat on all uses of the chem cals ethylene dichloride (CAS
nunber 107-06-2; category: pesticide) and et hyl ene oxi de (CAS nunber
75-21-8; category: pesticide) and decides that the Interim Chem ca
Revi ew Committee shall review the information provided in order to nake
a further distinction between the industrial and pesticidal uses of
t hose chenicals in the decision guidance docunents;

" 3. Deci des that the Interim Chenical Review Conmittee shal
revi ew the chenical naleic hydrazi de (CAS nunber 123-33-1; category:
pesticide), addressing, in particular, the inpurity hydrazine and the
overall policy issues related to adding chenicals to the PIC procedure
on the basis of control actions related to contami nants within the
substance, rather than to the substance itself, and, should it so
decide, review and revise, as appropriate, the draft decision guidance
docunment for that chemical for presentation to the Intergovernnenta
Negotiating Commttee at its next session

"4, Deci des that the Interim Chenical Review Conmittee shal
revi ew the chemical bronacil (CAS nunber 314-40-9; category: pesticide)
with regard to the basis for the reported control action and the
appropriateness of the inclusion of the chemical in the PIC procedure
and, should it so decide, review and revise, as appropriate, the draft
deci si on gui dance docunent for that chemical for presentation to the
I ntergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee at its next session

"5, Deci des that, following its review and revision, as
appropriate, of relevant draft decision gui dance docunments, the Interim
Chenical Review Conmittee shall forward such draft decision guidance
docunents to the Intergovernnental Negotiating Committee for its
consi deration."

4, When adopting decision INCG6/3, the Intergovernnental Negotiating

Conmi ttee consi dered whet her, when the Interim Chemnical Review Conmittee

revi ewed and updated the decision guidance docunents for the substances under
di scussion, it should proceed on the basis of the criteria previously set out
in the voluntary PIC procedure and not the new criteria as defined in

article 5 of the Rotterdam Convention, or whether it shoul d consider also the
Convention's criteria, to ensure that the interimdecisions were an adequate
reflection of the Convention, in the light of the provisions of article 8. 1/

1/ Report of the Intergovernnental Negotiating Conmrittee on the work
of its sixth session (UNEP/FAQ PIC/INC. 6/7), para. 44.
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5. In order to facilitate the work of the Interim Chenical Review
Conmittee, the Intergovernnmental Negotiating Committee al so requested that
all notifications of control actions, background docunents and comments on

t he deci si on gui dance docunents on bromacil, ethylene dichloride, ethylene
oxi de and mal ei ¢ hydrazi de shoul d be provided to the secretariat by 31

Cct ober 1999 and nmde available to the Interim Chenmcal Review Conmittee. 2/

6. On 16 August 1999, the secretariat sent a letter to all designated

nati onal authorities and to the official contact point in States that had not
yet nomi nated a designated national authority, informng themof the

deci sions taken by the Intergovernnental Negotiating Cormittee. At the sane
time, they were requested to provide the secretariat with any rel evant
information regarding the four chenmicals in question by 31 Cctober 1999.

7. The secretariat will conpile the information received and make it
available to the InterimChem cal Review Committee before its first session
(to be issued as UNEP/ FAQ PI I CRC. 1/ I NF/ 2) .

8. The four draft decision guidance docunents referred to the Interim
Chemical Review Conmmittee by the Intergovernnmental Negotiating Conmittee may
be found in addenda 1-4 to the present note. This note and the addenda are
avail able in English only, but in accordance with decision INC6/2, the four
draft decision guidance docunments will be circulated infornmally in al

of ficial |anguages of the Intergovernnmental Negotiating Committee.

2/ UNEP/ FAQ PI C/ | NC. 6/ 7.



