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1. This paper is intended to provide a guide for discussion by the Interim
Chemical Review Conmittee on the nechani sns for naking reconmendations to the
I ntergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee on the inclusion of banned or
severely restricted chemicals and severely hazardous pesticide fornul ations
in the interimPIC procedure (chapters Il and Il respectively). It further
provi des a guide for discussion on the operational procedure for preparing
draft decision guidance docunments and on a nechanismfor collecting and

di ssem nati ng comments recei ved on deci sion gui dance docunments during their
devel opnent (chapters IV and V respectively).
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2. The Interim Chemnical Review Conmittee was established by the
I ntergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee at its sixth session, held in Rone
from12 to 16 July 1999, by decision INC6/2, which reads as foll ows:

"The | ntergovernmental Negotiating Comittee

"1, Deci des to establish an interimsubsidiary body, to be
called the Interim Chem cal Review Comittee, conposed of twenty-nine
gover nient - desi gnat ed experts appoi nted by the Intergovernnenta
Negotiating Commttee on the basis of the interimPIC regions, as
follows: six experts fromAfrica; five experts fromAsia; six experts
from Europe; five experts fromLatin Anerica and the Cari bbean; three
experts fromthe Near East; two experts fromNorth America; and two
experts fromthe Southwest Pacific;

" 2. Deci des that the nmenbers of the Interim Chem cal Review
Conmittee shall be experts in chenicals managenent and that the experts
shall serve for a period of three years fromthe date of this decision
or until the first session of the Conference of the Parties, whichever
shall occur first, and that if, on the expiration of the three years,
the Convention has not yet entered into force, the Intergovernnenta
Negotiating Commttee will take any necessary decisions regarding the
extension of the termof office of its nmenbers or the appoi ntnent of
new nenbers;

"3. Deci des that the twenty-nine Governnents identified at the
si xth session of the Intergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee shal
formal | y designhate those experts and, through the secretariat, provide
their names and relevant qualifications to the parties to the
I ntergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee by 15 Septenber 1999 and that
such experts shall serve as nmenbers of the Interim Chem cal Review
Conmittee on an interimbasis, pending fornmal confirmation of their
appoi ntnent by the Intergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee at its
sevent h sessi on;

"4, Deci des that any vacancy arising during an inter-sessiona
period shall be filled in accordance with such procedure as the region
concerned may determne; and that the qualifications of the new nenber
shall be circulated to the parties to the Intergovernnental Negotiating
Conmittee through the secretariat;

"5, Deci des that the Interim Chem cal Review Committee shal
normal |y nmeet once a year, approxi mately six nonths before each session
of the Intergovernnmental Negotiating Commttee, subject to the
availability of funds and work requirenents of the Interim Chem ca
Revi ew Conmittee

"6. Deci des that the neetings of the Interim Chenical Review
Committee shall be held in English only and that any draft decision
gui dance docunents to be considered by the Interim Chenical Review
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Committee or forwarded by it to the Intergovernnental Negotiating
Committee shall be available in all six |Ianguages of the
I ntergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee;

"7. Deci des that the Interim Chenical Review Conmittee
consistent with the provisions of the Convention, in particular its
articles 5, 6 and 7, shall have the follow ng functions and
responsibilities:

"(a) Making reconmmendations on the inclusion of banned and
severely restricted chemcals: reviewing the information provided in
notifications of final regulatory actions and, in accordance with the
criteria set out in Annex Il of the Convention, reconmrending to the
I ntergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee whether the chemical in
guesti on shoul d be made subject to the interimPIC procedure;

"(b) WMaking reconmendations on the inclusion of severely
hazar dous pesticide fornulations: reviewing the information provided
in proposals for the inclusion of a severely hazardous pesticide
formulation in the interimPIC procedure and, in accordance with the
criteria set out in part 3 of Annex IV of the Convention, recommending
to the Intergovernmental Negotiating Comittee whether the chemical in
guesti on shoul d be made subject to the interimPIC procedure;

"(c) Preparing draft decision guidance docunents: specifically,
for each chemical that the Interim Chenical Review Connmittee has
decided to reconmend to be nmade subject to the interim Pl C procedure,
preparing a draft decision gui dance docunent, which should, at a
m ni rum be based on the information specified in Annex | of the
Convention or, as the case may be, Annex |V, and include infornmation on
uses of the chenmical in a category other than the category for which
the final regulatory action applies;

"8. Deci des that the sessions of the Interim Chenical Review
Conmittee shall be open to observers in accordance with the rul es of
procedure of the Intergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee."

OPERATI ONAL PROCEDURE FOR MAKI NG RECOMMVENDATI ONS ON THE | NCLUSI ON OF
BANNED OR SEVERELY RESTRI CTED CHEM CALS

A. Definitions

The Rotterdam Convention, in article 2, defines "banned" and "severely
cted" chemicals as foll ows:

"' Banned chenical' means a chemcal all uses of which within one
or nore categories have been prohibited by final regulatory action, in
order to protect human health or the environnment. It includes a
chemical that has been refused approval for first-tinme use or has been

[
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wi t hdrawn by industry either fromthe donestic nmarket or fromfurther
consideration in the donmestic approval process and where there is clear
evi dence that such action has been taken in order to protect hunan
health or the environnent.

"'Severely restricted chenmical' nmeans a chenmical virtually al
use of which within one or nore categories has been prohibited by fina
regul atory action in order to protect human health or the environnent,
but for which certain specific uses remain allowed. It includes a
chemical that has, for virtually all use, been refused for approval or
been wi thdrawn by industry either fromthe donmestic nmarket or from
further consideration in the domestic approval process, and where there
is clear evidence that such action has been taken in order to protect
human health or the environnent."

B. Notification of final regulatory action

4. Inline with article 5, paragraphs 1 and 2, of the Convention, Parties’
must informthe secretariat of final regulatory actions:

"Each Party that has adopted a final regulatory action shal
notify the secretariat in witing of such action. Such notification
shal |l be nade as soon as possible, but no later than ninety days after
the date on which the final regulatory action has taken effect, and
shall include the information required by Annex |, where avail able.

"Each Party shall, at the date of entry into force of this
Convention for it, notify the secretariat in witing of its fina
regul atory actions in effect at that tine, except that each Party that
has submitted notifications of final regulatory actions under the
Anmended London Cuidelines or the International Code of Conduct need not
resubmt those notifications."”

C. Subnission of notifications by Parties to the secretari at

5. Any Party submitting a notification to ban or severely restrict a
chemical under the interimPIC procedure nust |list the information as
required in the "Formfor notification of final regulatory action”

(UNEP/ FAO PIC FORM 1/ E/ 4-99). This formis available fromthe secretariat or
can be downl oaded fromthe Rotterdam Conventi on website (http://ww.pic.int).

6. Annex | of the Convention sets out the information requirenents for
notifications made in pursuance of article 5 as foll ows:

"Notifications shall include:

1. During the interimperiod before the Convention enters into
force, a "Party" should be understood to nmean any State or regional economc
i ntegration organi zati on having nonm nated a desi gnated national authority or
authorities for the purpose of participating in the interim Pl C procedure.
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Properties, identification and uses

Cheni cal nanme according to an internationally recognized
nonencl ature (for exanple, International Union of Pure and
Applied Chemstry (1UPAC)), where such nonencl ature exists;

Trade nanes and nanmes of preparations;

Code nunbers: Chenicals Abstract Service (CAS) nunber,
Har moni zed System cust ons code and ot her nunbers;

Informati on on hazard classification, where the chemical is
subj ect to classification requirenents;

Physi co- chemi cal , toxicol ogi cal and ecot oxi col ogi ca

I nformation specific to the final regulatory action
Sunmary of the final regulatory action
Ref erence to the regul atory docunent;
Date of entry into force of the final regulatory action

I ndi cation of whether the final regulatory action was
taken on the basis of a risk or hazard evaluation and, if
so, information on such an eval uation, covering a
reference to the rel evant docunentation

Reasons for the final regulatory action relevant to human
heal t h, including the health of consumers and workers, or

Sunmary of the hazards and risks presented by the
chenmical to human health, including the health of
consuners and workers, or the environment and the
expected effect of the final regulatory action

"(a) Common nane;
" (b)
"(c)
" (d)
"(e)
"(f) Use or uses of the chemi cal
"(9)
properties.
Fi nal regulatory action
"(a)
“(i)
")
"(iii)
"(iv)
" (V)
t he environnent;
" (vi)
" (b)

(i)

Category or categories where the final regulatory action
has been taken, and for each category:

Use or uses prohibited by the final regulatory action;
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"(ii) Use or uses that remain all owed;

"(iii) Estimation, where available, of quantities of the
chemi cal produced, inported, exported and used,;

"(c) An indication, to the extent possible, of the likely
rel evance of the final regulatory action to other States
and regions;

"(d) Q her relevant infornmation that may cover;

"(i) Assessnment of socio-economc effects of the fina
regul atory action;

"(ii)Information on alternatives and their relative risks,
where avail abl e, such as:

"- I ntegrated pest managenent strategies;

"- Industrial practices and processes, including cleaner
t echnol ogy. "

D. Procedures for banned or severely restricted chenicals before
consi deration by the Interim Chenical Review Conmittee

1. Verification by the secretariat of notifications of
final regulatory actions

7. Once a notification is received froma Party, the secretariat wll
verify the information received, inline with article 5, paragraph 3, and
Annex | of the Convention:

"The secretariat shall, as soon as possible, and in any event no |ater
than six nonths after receipt of a notification under paragraphs 1
and 2, verify whether the notification contains the information

requi red by Annex I|."

2. Reporting by the secretariat after verification

8. Inline with article 5, paragraphs 3 and 4, of the Convention, the
secretariat will report to all Parties:

"I'f the notification contains the information required, the
secretariat shall forthwith forward to all Parties a summary of the
information received. If the notification does not contain the
information required, it shall informthe notifying Party accordingly.

"The secretariat shall every six nonths comunicate to the
Parties a synopsis of the information received pursuant to paragraphs 1

l...
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and 2, including information regarding those notifications which do not
contain all the information required by Annex I|."

9. Every six nonths the secretariat circulates a PIC Grcular. This
contains, inter alia, a synopsis of the information received, including
sunmaries of those notifications that contain the information required and
i nformation on those notifications that do not contain all infornmation
required.

E. Consideration of banned or severely restricted chenicals by the
InterimChenical Review Conmittee

1. Forwarding of notifications of final regulatory action fromthe
secretariat to the InterimChem cal Review Conmittee

10. Inline with article 5, paragraph 5, of the Convention the secretariat
forwards a subnission to the InterimChem cal Review Committee

"When the secretariat has received at |east one notification from
each of two prior inforned consent regions regarding a particul ar
chemical that it has verified neet the requirenents of Annex I, it
shall forward themto the Chem cal Review Comrittee."

2. Review by the Interim Chenical Review Conmittee

11. In relation to banned or severely restricted chemnicals, the

I nt ergovernmental Negotiating Conmittee decided at its sixth session that:
" the Interim Chenical Review Conmittee, consistent with the

provisions of the Convention, in particular its articles 5, 6 and 7,

shall have the follow ng functions and responsibilities:

"(a) Making reconmendations on the inclusion of banned and
severely restricted chemcals: reviewing the information provided in
notifications of final regulatory actions and, in accordance with the
criteria set out in Annex Il of the Convention, reconmmending to the
I ntergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee whether the chemical in

guesti on shoul d be made subject to the interim PlIC procedure"

12. Accordingly, the Interim Chenmical Review Conmittee will review the
notifications forwarded to it by the secretariat. Annex Il of the Convention
lists the following "Criteria for listing banned or severely restricted
chemicals in Annex 11", which the Interim Chenical Review Conmittee will
take into account in its consideration of whether to recommend each chem ca
for inclusion in the interimPIC procedure:

"In reviewing the notifications forwarded by the secretariat
pursuant to paragraph 5 of article 5, the Chenmical Review Conmittee
shal |
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"(a) Confirmthat the final regulatory action has been taken in

order to protect

human health or the environnent;

"(b) Establish that the final regulatory action has been taken
as a consequence of a risk evaluation. This evaluation shall be based
on a review of scientific data in the context of the conditions
prevailing in the Party in question. For this purpose, the
docunent ati on provi ded shall denonstrate that:

()

t(i)

(i)

Dat a have been generated according to
scientifically recogni zed net hods;

Data revi ews have been perfornmed and docunent ed
according to generally recogni zed scientific
principl es and procedures;

The final regulatory action was based on a risk
eval uation involving prevailing conditions within
the Party taking the action;

"(c) Consider whether the final regulatory action provides a
sufficiently broad basis to nerit listing of the chemical in Annex II1,
by taking into account:

()

")

(i)

"(iv)

Whet her the final regulatory action led, or would
be expected to lead, to a significant decrease in
the quantity of the chemical used or the nunber of
its uses;

Whet her the final regulatory action led to an
actual reduction of risk or would be expected to
result in a significant reduction of risk for human
health or the environnment of the Party that
submitted the notification

Wet her the considerations which led to the fina
regul atory action being taken are applicable only
inalimted geographical area or in other linmted
ci rcumnst ances;

VWet her there is evidence of ongoing internationa
trade in the chem cal

"(d) Take into account that intentional nisuse is not in itself
an adequate reason to list a chemical in Annex II1."
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3. Recommendation by the Interim Chenical Review Conmittee to the
Conference of the Parties and preparation of a
deci si on gui dance docunent

13. Inline with article 5, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the Interim
Chenmical Review Committee may nake a recommendation to the Intergovernnenta
Negotiating Commttee to include the banned or severely restricted chem ca
in the interimPIC procedure:

"The Chemical Review Conmittee shall review the information
provided in ... notifications and, in accordance with the criteria set
out in Annex II, recommend to the Conference of the Parties whether the
chemical in question should be nmade subject to the prior inforned
consent procedure and, accordingly, be listed in Annex II1."

14. Inline with article 7 of the Convention, the Interim Chemi cal Review
Conmittee will prepare draft decision gui dance docunents:

"For each chem cal that the Chem cal Review Committee has deci ded

to recomrend for listing in Annex 111, it shall prepare a draft
deci si on gui dance docunent. The deci sion gui dance docunent shoul d, at
a mnimm be based on the information contained in Annex | ... and

i nclude information on uses of the chemical in a category other than
the category for which the final regulatory action applies.

"The recommendation referred to in paragraph 1 together with the
draft decision guidance docunent shall be forwarded to the Conference
of the Parties ...".

15. The Interim Chemical Review Conmittee will nmake its reconmendations in
line with the procedure set out in article 18, paragraph 6 (c), of the
Conventi on:

"The Conmittee shall mnmake every effort to nmake its recomendati ons
by consensus. |If all efforts at consensus have been exhausted, and no
consensus reached, such reconmendation shall as a last resort be
adopted by a two-thirds majority vote of the nmenbers present and
voting."
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F. Decision by the Intergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee to include the
chemical in the interimPIC procedure

16. Inline with article 7, paragraph 2, of the Convention, the
I nt ergovernment al Negotiating Conmittee shall decide whether a chenmical is to
be included in the interimPIC procedure.

"... The Conference of the Parties shall decide whether the
chem cal should be made subject to the prior informed consent procedure
and, accordingly, list the chemical in Annex IIl and approve the draft
deci si on gui dance docunent."

17. Inline with article 22 of the Convention, the Intergovernnenta
Negotiating Commttee will take its decisions on the inclusion of a chenica
in the interimPIC procedure by consensus.

I11. OPERATI ONAL PROCEDURE FOR MAKI NG RECOMVENDATI ONS ON THE | NCLUSI ON
OF SEVERELY HAZARDOUS PESTI Cl DE FORMULATI ONS
A. Definitions

18. The Rotterdam Convention, in article 2, defines "severely hazardous
pesticide fornul ation" as foll ows:

"' Severely hazardous pesticide fornulation' means a chenical fornmnul ated
for pesticidal use that produces severe health or environnmental effects
observable within a short period of tine after single or nmultiple
exposure, under conditions of use".

B. Proposals relating to severely hazardous pesticide formlations

19. Inline with article 6, paragraph 1, of the Convention, devel oping
countries and countries with econonmies in transition that participate in the
interimPlIC procedure may nake proposals for the inclusion of severely
hazardous pesticide fornulations in the interimPlIC procedure:

"Any Party that is a devel oping country or a country with an
econony in transition and that is experiencing problenms caused by a
severely hazardous pesticide formulation under conditions of use inits
territory nmay propose to the secretariat the listing of the severely



UNEP/ FAQ PI T/ | CRC. 1/ 5

Page 11
hazardous pesticide fornulation in Annex IlI. In developing a
proposal, the Party may draw upon technical expertise fromany rel evant
source. The proposal shall include the information required by part 1

of Annex IV."

C. Subnission of proposals for the inclusion of severely hazardous
pesticide fornmulations in the interimPIC procedure to the secretari at

20. Any Party that is a developing country or a country with an econony in
transition subnitting a proposal for the inclusion of a severely hazardous
pesticide fornulation in the interimPIC procedure should use a special form
that will be made available for this purpose. This formw Il be available
fromthe secretariat or will be downl oadable fromthe Rotterdam Convention
website (http://ww pic.int).

21. Part 1 of Annex IV of the Convention sets out the information
requi renents for proposals nmade in pursuance of article 6 of the Convention
as follows:
"(a) Narme of the hazardous pesticide fornulation
"(b) Name of the active ingredient or ingredients in the fornulation
"(c) Relative ambunt of each active ingredient in the fornulation
"(d) Type of fornulation

"(e) Trade nanes and nanes of the producers, if avail able;

"(f) Common and recogni zed patterns of use of the fornulation within
t he proposing Party;

"(g) A clear description of incidents related to the problem
i ncl udi ng the adverse effects and the way in which the
formul ati on was used;

"(h) Any regulatory, administrative or other neasure taken, or
i ntended to be taken, by the proposing Party in response to such
i nci dents."
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D. Procedures governing proposals for the inclusion of severely hazardous
pesticide formulations in the interimPIC procedure before
consi deration by the InterimChemical Review Conmittee

1. Verification by the secretariat of proposals for the inclusion of

severely hazardous pesticide forrmulations in the interimPIC procedure

22. Once a proposal for the inclusion of a severely hazardous pesticide
fornmulation is received froma Party that is a devel oping country or a
country with an econony in transition, the secretariat will verify

the information received, in line with article 6, paragraph 2, and Annex 1V,
part 1, of the Convention

"The secretariat shall, as soon as possible, and in any event no
later than six nonths after receipt of a proposal under paragraph 1,
verify whether the proposal includes the information required by part 1
of Annex |V."

2. Reporting by the secretariat after verification

23. Inline with article 6, paragraph 2, of the Convention, the secretariat
will report to all Parties:

"I'f the proposal contains the information required, the
secretariat shall forthwith forward to all Parties a summary of the

information received. |If the notification does not contain the
information required, it shall informthe proposing Party accordingly."
24. Every six nonths the secretariat circulates a PIC Grcular. This

contains, inter alia, sumuaries of those proposals that contain the
i nformation required.

3. Collection of additional information

25. Inline with article 6, paragraph 3, and Annex |V, part 2, of the
Convention, the secretariat will also collect additional infornation

"The secretariat shall collect the additional information set out
in part 2 of Annex |V regarding the proposals forwarded under
par agraph 2."

26. Annex 1V, part 2, of the Convention outlines the additional infornmation
to be collected by the secretariat, as follows:

"(a) The physico-chenical, toxicological and ecotoxicol ogi ca
properties of the fornul ation;

"(b) The existence of handling or applicator restrictions in other
St at es;
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"(c) Information on incidents related to the fornulation in other
St at es;
"(d) Information subnmitted by other Parties, international
organi zati ons, non-governnental organizations or other relevant
sour ces, whether national or international;
"(e) Risk and/or hazard eval uati ons, where avail abl e;
"(f) Indications, if available, of the extent of use of the
formul ati on, such as the nunber of registrations or production or

sal es quantity;

"(g) Oher formulations of the pesticide in question, and incidents,
if any, relating to these formnul ati ons;

"(h) Alternative pest-control practices;

"(i) Oher information which the Chemnical Review Conmmittee may
identify as relevant."

Consi deration of a proposal relating to a severely hazardous pesticide

formulation by the Interim Chenical Review Conmittee

Forwardi ng of a proposal relating to a severely hazardous pesticide
formul ation fromthe secretariat to the Interim Chenical Review
Comittee

Inline with article 6, paragraph 4, of the Convention, the secretariat

forwards a proposal to the Interim Chem cal Review Committee:

"When the requirenents of paragraphs 2 and 3 [of article 6] have
been fulfilled with regard to a particular severely hazardous pesticide
formul ation, the secretariat shall forward the proposal and the rel ated
information to the Chemical Review Conmittee."
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2. Review by the Interim Chenical Review Conmittee

28. In relation to severely hazardous pesticide fornulations, the

I nt ergovernmental Negotiating Conmittee decided at its sixth session that:
" the Interim Chemnical Review Conmittee, consistent with the

provi sions of the Convention, in particular its articles 5, 6 and 7,

shall have the follow ng functions and responsibilities:

"(b) WMaking reconmendations on the inclusion of severely
hazar dous pesticide fornulations: reviewing the information provided
in proposals for the inclusion of a severely hazardous pesticide
formulation in the interimPIC procedure and, in accordance with the
criteria set out in part 3 of Annex IV of the Convention, recommending
to the Intergovernmental Negotiating Comittee whether the chemical in
guesti on shoul d be made subject to the interimPlIC procedure"

29. Accordingly, the Interim Chemical Review Conmittee will review each
proposal and related infornmation forwarded to it by the secretariat. Annex
IV, part 3, of the Convention lists "Criteria for listing severely hazardous
pesticide fornmulations in Annex II1", which the Interim Chem cal Review
Conmittee will take into account in its consideration of whether to reconmend
the chemical for inclusion in the interimPlIC procedure:

"(a) The reliability of the evidence indicating that use of the
formulation, in accordance with comon or recognized practices
within the proposing Party, resulted in the reported incidents;

"(b) The relevance of such incidents to other States with simlar
climate, conditions and patterns of use of the formulation

"(c) The existence of handling or applicator restrictions involving
technol ogy or techniques that nay not be reasonably or widely
applied in States |acking the necessary infrastructure;

"(d) The significance of reported effects in relation to the quantity
of the formul ati on used,;

"(e) That intentional msuse is not in itself an adequate reason to
list a fornulation in Annex I11."
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3. Recommendation by the InterimChemical Review Conmittee to the Conference
of the Parties and preparati on of a deci sion gui dance docunent

30. Inline with article 6, paragraph 5, of the Convention, the Interim
Chenmical Review Committee may nake a recommendation to the Intergovernnenta
Negotiating Commttee to include the severely hazardous pesticide formulation
in the interimPIC procedure:

"The Chemical Review Conmittee shall review the information
provided in the proposal and the additional information collected and,
in accordance with the criteria set out in part 3 of Annex |V,
reconmend to the Conference of the Parties whether the severely
hazardous pesticide fornul ation should be nmade subject to the prior
i nformed consent procedure and, accordingly, be listed in Annex I11I."

31. Inline with article 7 of the Convention, the Interim Chemi cal Review
Conmittee will prepare a draft decision gui dance docunent:

"1, For each chemical that the Chemical Review Committee has
decided to reconmend for listing in Annex |11, it shall prepare a draft
deci si on gui dance docunent. The deci sion gui dance docunent should, at a
m ni mum be based on the information contained in Annex | ... and

i nclude information on uses of the chemical in a category other than
the category for which the final regulatory action applies.

"2. The recomendation referred to in paragraph 1 together with
the draft decision gui dance docunent shall be forwarded to the
Conference of the Parties ...".

32. The Interim Chemical Review Conmittee will nmake its reconmendations in
line with the procedure of article 18, paragraph 6 (c), of the Convention

"The Conmittee shall mnake every effort to nmake its recomendati ons
by consensus. |If all efforts at consensus have been exhausted, and no
consensus reached, such reconmendation shall as a last resort be
adopted by a two-thirds majority vote of the nmenbers present and
voting."
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F. Decision by the Intergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee to include the
severely hazardous pesticide forrmulation in the interimPIC procedure

33. Inline with article 7, paragraph 2, of the Convention, the
I nt ergovernment al Negotiating Conmittee shall decide whether a chenmical is to
be included in the interimPIC procedure.

"... The Conference of the Parties shall decide whether the
chem cal should be made subject to the prior informed consent procedure
and, accordingly, list the chemical in Annex IIl and approve the draft
deci si on gui dance docunent."
34. Inline with article 22 of the Convention, the Intergovernnenta
Negotiating Commttee will take its decisions on the inclusion of a chenica
in the interimPIC procedure by consensus.
V. OPERATI ONAL PROCEDURE FOR PREPARI NG DRAFT DECI SI ON GUI DANCE DOCUMENTS
A.  Introduction
35. The objective of a decision guidance docunent is to provide rel evant
i nformati on on the chemical and to assist Parties in taking a decision
regarding future inport of the chemical in question

36. The Convention, in article 7, provides as foll ows:

"For each chem cal that the Chem cal Review Committee has deci ded

to recommend for listing in Annex 111, it shall prepare a draft
deci si on gui dance docunent. The deci sion gui dance docunent shoul d, at
a mnimm be based on the information contained in Annex |, or, as the

case may be, Annex |V, and include information on uses of the chenica
in a category other than the category for which the final regulatory
action applies.”

B. Decision guidance docunents for banned or severely restricted chenicals

37. Deci si on gui dance docunents for banned or severely restricted chenicals
should contain as a minimumthe information specified in Annex | of the
Convention, which is as follows:
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"(a)
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Properties, identification and uses

Fi

Conmon nane,

Cheni cal nanme according to an internationally recognized
nonencl ature (for exanple, International Union of Pure and
Applied Chemstry (1UPAC)), where such nonencl ature exists;

Trade nanes and nanmes of preparations;

Code nunbers: Chenicals Abstract Service (CAS) nunber,
Har moni zed System cust ons code and ot her nunbers;

Informati on on hazard classification, where the chemical is
subj ect to classification requirenents;

Use or uses of the chem cal

Physi co- chemi cal , toxicol ogi cal and ecot oxi col ogi ca
properties.

nal regulatory action

Information specific to the final regulatory action
"(i) Sunmary of the final regulatory action;

(ii) Ref erence to the regul atory docunent;

(i) Date of entry into force of the final regulatory action

" (b)

(iv) I ndi cation of whether the final regulatory action was
taken on the basis of a risk or hazard evaluation and, if
so, information on such eval uation, covering a reference
to the rel evant docunentation

"(v) Reasons for the final regulatory action relevant to human
heal t h, including the health of consumers and workers, or
t he environmnent;

(vi) Summary of the hazards and risks presented by the
chenmical to human health, including the health of
consuners and workers, or the environment and the
expected effect of the final regulatory action

Category or categories where the final regulatory action has
been taken, and for each category:

"(i) Use or uses prohibited by the final regulatory action
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"(ii) Use or uses that renain allowed;

(iii) Esti mati on, where available, of quantities of the
chemi cal produced, inported, exported and used,;

"(c) An indication, to the extent possible, of the likely relevance
of the final regulatory action to other States and regions;

"(d) Oher relevant information that nmay cover:

"(i) Assessnent of soci o-econonic effects of the fina
regul atory action;

"(ii) Information on alternatives and their relative risks,
where avail abl e, such as:

"- Integrated pest managenent strategies;

"- Industrial practices and processes, including cleaner
t echnol ogy. "

C. Decision guidance docunents for severely hazardous pesticide formul ati ons

38. Deci si on gui dance docunents for severely hazardous pesticide
formul ati ons should contain as a mininumthe information stipulated in
Annex 1V, parts 1 and 2, of the Convention, which is as follows:

"Part 1. Docunentation required froma proposing Party

"(a) Nane of the hazardous pesticide fornulation

"(b) Nane of the active ingredient or ingredients in the fornulation
"(c) Relative anount of each active ingredient in the formulation
"(d) Type of fornulation;

"(e) Trade nanes and nanmes of the producers, if avail able;

"(f) Common and recogni zed patterns of use of the fornulation within
t he proposing Party;

"(g) A clear description of incidents related to the problem
i ncludi ng the adverse effects and the way in which the
formul ati on was used;

"(h) Any regulatory, admnistrative or other neasure taken, or
i ntended to be taken, by the proposing Party in response to such
i nci dents.



UNEP/ FAQ PIC/ I CRC. 1/ 5
Page 19

"Part 2. Information to be collected by the secretari at

"Pursuant to paragraph 3 of article 6, the secretariat shall collect
rel evant information relating to the fornulation, including:

"(a) The physico-chemnical, toxicological and ecotoxicol ogi ca
properties of the fornul ation;

"(b) The existence of handling or applicator restrictions in other
St at es;

"(c) Information on incidents related to the fornulation in other
St at es;

"(d) Information submitted by other Parties, internationa
organi zati ons, non-governnental organizations or other relevant
sour ces, whether national or international

"(e) Risk and/or hazard eval uati ons, where avail abl e;

"(f) Indications, if available, of the extent of use of the
formul ati on, such as the nunber of registrations or production or

sal es quantity;

"(g) Oher formulations of the pesticide in question, and incidents,
if any, relating to these formnul ati ons;

"(h) Alternative pest-control practices;

"(i) Oher information which the Chenical Review Conmittee may
identify as relevant."

D. Approval of a decision guidance docunent

Article 7, paragraphs 2 and 3, of the Convention provide as follows:

"The recommendation referred to in paragraph 1 together with the
draft deci sion guidance docunent shall be forwarded to the Conference
of the Parties. The Conference of the Parties shall decide whether the
chem cal should be made subject to the prior informed consent procedure
and, accordingly, list the chemical in Annex IIl and approve the draft
deci si on gui dance docunent.

"When a decision to list a chemcal in Annex Il has been taken
and the rel ated deci si on gui dance docunent has been approved by the
Conference of the Parties, the secretariat shall forthwith comuni cate
this information to all Parties."
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V. MECHANI SM FOR COLLECTI NG AND DI SSEM NATI NG COMVENTS
RECEI VED ON DECI SI ON GUI DANCE DOCUMENTS
A.  Introduction
40. The Rotterdam Convention, in article 7, paragraph 1, provides as
fol | ows:

"For each chenical that the Chemical Review Committee has decided
to recommend for listing in Annex 111, it shall prepare a draft
deci si on gui dance docunent. The deci sion gui dance docunment shoul d, at
a mnimm be based on the information specified in Annex |, or, as the

41.

case may be, Annex |V, and include information on uses of the chenica
in a category other than the category for which the final regulatory
action applies.”

In relation to the preparation of draft decision guidance docunents,

the Intergovernmental Negotiating Commttee decided at its sixth session

t hat :

42.

the InterimChenical Review Conmittee, consistent with the
provi sions of the Convention, in particular its articles 5, 6 and 7,
shall have the follow ng functions and responsibilities:

"(c) Preparing draft decision guidance docunents: specifically,
for each chemical that the Interim Chenical Review Conmittee has
decided to reconmend to be nmade subject to the interim Pl C procedure,
preparing a draft decision gui dance docunent, which should, at a
m ni mrum be based on the information specified in Annex | of the
Convention or, as the case may be, Annex 1V, and include infornmation on
uses of the chenmical in a category other than the category for which
the final regulatory action applies."

The I ntergovernnmental Negotiating Commttee further decided at the sane

session that:

43.

"the Interim Chenical Review Conmittee should consider a
mechani smfor collecting and di sseninating coments received on
deci si on gui dance docunents as they were devel oped, so that countries
taki ng a decision based on those docunents were fully aware of the
reasons behind the control action."

B. Sending of infornation

Article 5, paragraph 3, of the Convention provides as follows:

"The secretariat shall, as soon as possible, and in any event no
later than six nonths after receipt of a notification under paragraphs

l...
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1 and 2, verify whether the notification contains the infornmation
required by Annex |I. |If the notification contains the information
required, the secretariat shall forthwith forward to all Parties a
summary of the information received. |If the notification does not
contain the information required, it shall informthe notifying Party

accordingly."
Article 6, paragraph 2, of the Convention provides as follows:
"The secretariat shall, as soon as possible, and in any event no

later than six nonths after receipt of a proposal under paragraph 1,
verify whether the proposal includes the information required by part 1

of Annex |V. |If the proposal contains the information required, the
secretariat shall forthwith forward to all Parties a summary of the
information received. |If the proposal does not contain the information
required, it shall informthe proposing Party accordingly".
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C. Collecting and di ssenm nati ng conments

45, VWhen a notification of final regulatory action is received, it is
required to be acconpanied by information specified in Annex | of the
Convention. Similarly, for a proposal for listing of a severely hazardous
pesticide fornulation in the interimPIC procedure the infornmation specified
in part I of Annex IV of the Convention is to be included.

46. The Interim Chemnical Review Conmittee will decide if a draft decision
gui dance docunent is to be prepared for a particular chenmical. |If the
decision is positive, the information supplied by the notifying/proposing
Party or Parties will formthe basis of the decision guidance docunent.



